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THE GREAT GONARBY CHURCH FLAGON 
In 2002 this flagon was still at the Church of St Sebastian on the outskirts of Grantham Lincolnshire. 

It probably originates from the 1200s though much enlarged in the 1400s. It has late Norman capitals on the eastern 
bay of the northern arcade of columns. The stone carving of the ‘frieze’ is a remarkable number of interesting carved 
animals and figures in various positions whose meaning is lost to time. The website illustrates some 18 of them 
(http://greatenglishchurches.co.uk/html/great_gonerby.html). There are many other imposing carved stones 
representing on corners and elsewhere figures of authority and perhaps notables of the time. 

Jan Gadd starts with asking about the decoration work to the flagon. Given other correspondence Ms Frances Carey 
might have been at the British Museum where Jan Gadd was known. 

This document is comprised of copies of copies and they are not as good as would have been liked. No actual 
photographs were found. Many pages were repeated several times within the file. This is the best this writer could 
produce. 

This article is based on incomplete files and the research of Jan Gadd

http://greatenglishchurches.co.uk/html/great_gonerby.html
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A none too clear copy photo of the flagon being a copy of the copy found in Jan Gadd’s files. 

There is also the cutting below and it is not shown from where the information was copied 
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An undated letter from Jan Gadd around 2002-2003 
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The importance of this flagon of Lincoln and the other in York is the light they give to the activities of York Merchants 
in the middle of the 1600s – the time of the Commonwealth. This writer would be pleased for more information or 

for being able to scan in and use original photographs. 

 

 


