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IN considering the "form" of the rnrious 
types of exhibits at the show in Clifford's Inn Hall, 
the one salient feature that impressed itself on the 
mind at c,·cry tllrn 11·as the 
simplicity of the earlier work. 
:'lfodern work was barred, for, 
interesting as it might ha,·e 
been to some. with its mad 
eccentricities of form and 
,·agaries unspeakable in the 
way of om:unent, it coulcl only 
h:n·c chalknged comparison, 
and on rather unequal terms. 

The simplicity was due to 
the fact that the early p<.:11·tt:r 
was designed for use and not 
for display in the house. '.\o 
vessel with queer handks, 
impossibh.: ('un·es anJ angles, 
fragile lids, could ha,·e been 
proclucccl in the times when 
w<.: had master pewterers who 
knew their busin<.:ss and their 
customers' requirements. To 
the innate simplicity of the 
earlier pewter the beauty is 
largeh· due, :rnd it is this 
simplicity which appeals to 
the culturccl eye to-Jay. 

As the method of m:rnufacture was, for the majority 
of pewter articles, that of casting, followed by the 
process of finishing by turning in a lathe, the form is 
in nearly all cases cylindrical. Tn fact, for most 
articles of domestic use this is the typical form; it is 
easily got, by means of moulds; the ware is easily 
repairccl when occasion arises, and easily cleaned. 

\\'i t h o u t  specifying any 
exhibits in detail, it might 
be said th:1t all the drinking 
,·cssels f<.:ll into this category. 

from round to square is 
an easy transition for any one 
working with a soft 111:lt<.:rial 
such as p<.:1,·tt:r, though the 
objects of this shape arc not 
common. Cruets and chris­
m:nories an.: said by Bapst to 
ha,·e been made square, but 
it is the bases that arc founJ 
square, not the bodies of the 
n!sscls. The one exhibit that 
w.1s square was a diminuti,·e
coffee-pot or chocolati\!rc, the 
spout being formed by one 
of the angles. The lid was
detachable anJ the handle was 
fixed at the corner opposite
to the spout. The ornament
was cast and subsequently
chased, ancl in all probability
the four sides were soldered
together, though there was no
trace of this LO be seen.The methods of construction 

were in the main responsible 
for the simple flowing lines of 
en:ryday obj<.:cts-at any rate 
in l�nglish pewter. \\'ith the 
ornate foreign sp<.:cimcns it is 
not proposed to deal, at any 
rate in this notice. 

FOOl>•l:OTTI E OR FOOO•Cr\RRJER 

Rectangular objects were 
common enough, as all the 
ordinary inkstands exhibited 
were of that form. One knt 
by illr. Roland T .. \fole, with 
two small drawers, was almost 
a perfect square; another, knt FKO�I TIIE COi.i.EC! 10:- OF II. 1.0:-G1>E:-, ESQ. 



by Sir Thomas 

Snagge, had a 
square base and 

a circular super­

structure. �Ir. 

:\avarro·s l ittl e 

sp ecimen,  in  

the form of a 

reliquary ll'ith a 

gabled top, ll'as 

espe cially in­

teresting. One 

nell'Spaper critic, 

who certainly 

had ne,·er seen 
t h e  i n s i de, 

s toutly ma in­

tained that it was 

a reliquary. 

The eighteenth 
cen t u ry ink­

stands, mounted 

on little balls or 

l i o n-heads for

feet, were emi­

nently practical,

as their I ids were
a perfect pro­
te ct ion to the

ink-containers
within. Amongst

the finest speci­

mens were those

Some /Votes 01t t!te "Forms" of Pewter fVare 
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be longing to 

�[r. R. i\lartin 

Holla nd, i\lr .  

Roland T. i\lole, 

and �r r. Cecil 

C. Brewer.

A rectangular

tea -caddy, lent 
by J\frs. Gerald 
Walker, was of 

special interest, 

as it was inlaid 

with brass, the 

ornament c o n­

s i s  t i n g  o f  a 

Russian coat-of­
arms. 

Hexagonally­

shap e d  vessels 
were  few, hu t 

are of the kind 

d escribe d  111 

the ca talogu e, 

for ,,·ant of a 

better  n a m  c, 

as food-bottles. 

Why they should 

be hexagona l 
is a mystery, 

and why they 

s h o u l d h a ,. c 

screw-on I ids ,s 

not  c lear. ;\ 
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Some 1Votes 01t lite "Forms" of Pe1oter If/are 

bayonet-catch joint or fastening "·oiild haYe been far 

simpler to make and far easier to fasten and un­

fasten when required. The c:ulicst, those of the 

Rev. T. Buncombe (1672) and :'l[r. H. Longden 

(1673), were the best, those of ,s_g; and 1850 were 

of poor quality and abso!utely commonplace. 

The octagonal form for any vessel was not repre­

sented in the exhibition. 
\\"ith regard to the form of the plates and dishes, 

the greater number were round, the form again being 

clue to the fact that the ordinary plates of daily life 

were cast, then 

finished by be­

ing turned in 

a la the, a n d  

finally ham­

m<.!red to gi,·c 
extra strength 

and solidity. 

_.\ line dish, 
28" in diame­
ter ,  <la t i n g  

b a c k  to  the  

middle of  the 
se ,·c ntccn th 

century, ,1· a s  
lent by �fr.JI. 

V. Reade.

piece of inlaid work. The whole body of the vessel 

was inlaid with brass, which was subsequently en­
gr:1\-cd. E,·cry detail was e,·idently wrought by one 

who lo,·ed his work and took the keenest pleasure 
in doing it well. Another fine specimen was lent hy 

:\!rs. Donkin, one formerly the property of some 

Guild in a town in Korth Ccrmany. 

It is a curious fact that our English Guilds do not 
seem to ha,·e cared for pewter guild-cups. Most of 
our existing Corporation plate is silver or sih-er-gilt. 

A fine specimen, earlier somewhat in date, was lent 

hy Capta in 

Young. It had 

a narrow neck 

and stem, and 

a bu l b o u s  

b o d y <.:o n,­
poscd of two 

h e m i s p h e res 

s o I d e r e d  l o­
get h c r. T h  c 

\\' ho le  p iece  
was a triumph 

o f  workman­

�h i p ,  be i11g

built up alto­

g eth e r  o f

eleven pieces.
Of Church One large

plat.,; or dish 
was distinctly 

oblong, w i t h  
a ,·cry narrow 

rim. No speci­

men was actu­

ally exhibited 

of the semi­

circular type 

resembling the 

dripping- pan, 

s o  common in 

!TAI.IA� DISII, VERY SIIAI.I.OW 

f la gons the  

1inest was that, 
dat e d  , 7 53. 
lent by Dr. 11. 

B. Tait. Tall,

and gracefully

tapering from

base to top, it

w as admired

by eYerybody.
Though date<lFRO)! TIIE COLI.E(;TIO� OF F. ,\, WIIITE, ESQ. 

the days of the roasting-jack. :\ ,·cry line set of 

octagonal plates and dishes, µart of a full set, were lent 

by Sir Thomas Crawley Boe,·ey, Bart. They were in 

fine preservation and none the worse for their 1 50 

years of existence, though of late years they ha,·e not 
been in actual use. Tankards and flagons may 

well be classed t0gethcr in one group. The f111cst 
tankard was no doubt that lent by i\lr. :\. B. 
\'eates. It was once the Guild hanap of a Corpora­

tion of Locksmiths an<l Gunsmiths. It was massi,·e 

yet eminently graceful in form, an<l its ornament 
thoroughly ll'ell done. _-\nothcr fine specimen was 

that lent by Sir Samuel ,Vlont:igu, a most delicate 
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1753 it "'asun­

<loubte<lly of earlier date. :\Ir. T. Charhonnier lent 

:mother fine specimen, unfortunately imperfect in the 
lo\\'er part of its base. It was extremely light pure 

metal, an<l had apparently been made by a silver­

smith rather than by a pewterer. 

Drinking cups, beakers, chalices, and drinking 

tankards were well represented, ll'ith but little variety. 
:\[r. Churcher lent some representative types of 

eighteenth and nineteenth century drinking cups from 

his collection. Perhaps the most graceful of all was a 
small half-pint mug without a handle, inscribed, "The 

Vulcan, Brockley," lent by ?,fr, Thackeray Turner. 
The beakers, of th.,; usual <late, i.e., \\'illiam and 



T!te Conuoisse1tr 

i\fary, seem to show rrom Lheir shape that Lhey were 

sun·i,·als, or at any raLe descendanLs, OI. the earlier 
horn drinking ,·essds, with the addition or a moulded 

base, and a turned-out lip, both features being added 
to give strength in what w:is found to be Lhe weakest 

points. 
or tankards with lids, thc earliest specimen was that 

lent by the Re,·. f . .\[eyrick-Joncs. It was small in size, 

with a perkctly flat lid and 

a prdty little thumb-piece. 

One lc11t hy .\Ir. ,\. F. 
de :--a,·,irro w.is a little later 

in date :ind slightly larg<:r 

in si,,e, but an excellent 

specimen. Both or these 

were unm:1rkcd hy their 

makers. The former was 

quite plain, the l:1uer orna­

mented with sprays of 

flowers in "wri;.:�lcd" work. 

A fine specimen cbted 
1 694 was lent hy the 

\\'orshipful Conqmny of 

Pewtercrs. 

German stuclent-tankards 

were represented by exhibits 

lent by i\lr. E. P. \Y:1rrcn 

:ind ,\lr. Hugh Dyran, to­

gether with se,·eral ,·arieties 

of the type lent by .:--rr. J. 

Cairn. 

Of Candlesticks and their types much might be 

written. There were between sixty and seventy 
exhibited. no two exactly alikc, but all rnriants of 

earlier. prob.ihly sih·cr, originals. .'ome of the 

prettiest forms were 1:rcnch, lent by .\[r. C. Frampton, 
R.1\. Sonic of the simplest were English, plain,

domestic, c,·cry-day candlesticks.

.\Ir. C. F. C. Uuckmaster contnbutcd somc small 

table-c:rndlesticks of Queen 

1\ nnc type. .\Ir. :\. \'ig;ers 

and ".\Ir.:\. B. Yeates some 

good French types. 

Candlesticks could be 

classified by their bascs 

more easily than by thc1r 

stems. .\Ir. S. Chiscnhalc 

i\larsh lent four with bases 

of curious shapes, ,·,uying 

from that of a bell to that 

of a gcnuinc pagoda. :\p­
parentlytheywereof English 

manufacture, but so far 

quite unique. They were 

found in a moat in Lanca­

shire early in the nine­

teenth century. 

A square-based candle­

stick, 11·ith squarc stem, in 

fact all square, of Jacobean 

date, was lent by :\lr. T. 

Charbonnier. Another with 

a round stem and an octa­
gonnl base and grease-tray 

was lent l.Jy :\Ir. ,\. F. de 

Navarro. 

The common type is that 

with gradually t a  pcr i  ng  

sides, or th:1t with sides 

which decrease the taper 

and increase it ag:1in slightly 

at the top. These foreign 

tankards are often marred 

by the subsequent addition 

of feet, and by thumb­
pieces out of all propor­

tion, both in size and weight, 
to the lid "·hich they arc 

CIBOIUU)l
1 

Fl,l•:)l!Sll \\'ORK 

Of purely octagonal basud 

candlesticks, the best were 

lent by .\lr. E. \\·. Gimson; 

one of them was dnted 1674, 

and the others were presum­

ably contemporary. ".\[r. H. 

G. i\[offat lent a similar

one, which h a d  b e e nFRO)I TII E COI.LECTl0:S OF J, G. I.OUSAIH, ESQ. 

required to open. 

A fine plain gallon me:1sure, with the Romford 

mark, was lent by :\Ir. \Vcmworth I-Iuyshe. This w;is 

the post-l.Joys' usual vessel for drinking from in the few 

minutes allowed for changing horses at the wayside 

inns and posting-houses. 

Chalices, or cups c:11lcd chalices, were exhibited in 

great numbers. The chief types are shown in the 

accompanying illustration. 
.\lr. T. Charbonnier contributed a genuine chalice 

with two handles. 

176 

damaged by repeated blows

L,pon a table, or other unfair use. 

Spoons of e,·ery variety of form were exemplified in 

the unique collection of .\-[r. 11. \\' . .\[urray, and what 

was missing there was to be seen in the eight speci­
mens of :\Ir. C. F. C. Huckrnaster. 

Snuf
f
-boxes were lent by .\frs. Gerald \Yalkcr, .\Ir.

\V. Church<.:r, and .\[r. C. F. C. Buckmaster. but with 

the latter it is proposed to deal in a separate article 

at no distant date. r\11 the snuff-boxes, almost 

withont cxceptio11, ,bowed traces of gilding in the 



• 

Some /Votes on the "Fo1/ms" of Pewter l'Vare 

inside. 1\ll seemed to be English, and none bore any 
makers' marks. 

Bowls and basins rnried in form from the seventeenth 
century barber's bo"·I to the baptismal font from the 
Church of :\farston :\lorteyne in Bedfordshire. Small 
bowls, persistently labelled '· bleeding bowls" by their 
owners, showed many varieties in the form of the 
handk:. .\[ost of them were perforated, but many 
were quite plain in shape, with, in two cases, slight 
ornament in relief. 

Of the more pretentious form of basin there "·ere 
two with ewers. One, a small OYal basin with 

moulded rim and a \"Cry gracefully shaped ewer-it 
would barely hold a pint-was lent by l\Ir. C. F. 
Hayward. From the design it was of Italian manu­
facture. s\nother lent by i\fr. F. A. \\'hite seemed to 
have belonged to a German bishop, and to ha\·e been 

\"Al<IOUS T\"l'ES OF 1:Q\\"I.S 
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intended for ceremonial use. The basin was almost 
nat, with a raised boss in the centre, into which, 
however, the foot of the ewer seemed designed to 
fit. The ewer "·as based on the elaborate type 
modelled by Driot. 

Of objects not classed here, it will be enough to 
mention as unusual a "han-est-bottlc," made in two 
hah·es and soldered together, lent by .\fr. Ronald T. 
:'lfolc i a bibero11 of Swiss make, lent by i\lr. T. 

Charhonnier; two bizarre " fonts" so called­
lent by J\lr. J. Cairn, ,,·hich seemed to be com­

pounded of soup-tureens (as the ring handles 

"·ere still upon their rims), and of the bases of 
large candlesticks; a milk-jug in the form of a 
cow, made by i\Iichel Peche!, a silversmith of 
Augsburg in I j20, for a customer as a wedding 
present. 



T11r: accompanying illustration (scale, ¼ linear) 
represents a perfect slip-decorated circular dish, nearly 

16�l inches in diameter, manuf:ic­
Ralph Toft Dish tured by the Staffordshire potter. 
in Farnham Ralph Toft, who flourished from 
Museum, 

North Dorset 1670 to 1680. (His earliest d:ited 
piece, as far as the writer has been 

able to ascertain, is, howe1·er, 1676). Tt was purchased 
by the late General Pitt-Rivers, D.C.L., F.R.S., at 
the Edkins collection sale, and placed in the still­
existing and 1·ery extensive museum at Farnham, 
North Dorset (eight miles from Blandford "tation, and 
eight miles from the historical town of Shaftes­
bury). The dish is quite typical of the 
Toft School, the interior substance 
consisting probably of " fire­
brick clay." The decora­
tion of such pieces was 
a lways somewhat 
grotesque and rude, 
consisting in this 
case o f  a l ady 
holding a flower 
in her left hand, 
outlined in black 
with white dots, 
the interspaces 
being filled in 
with orange-slip; 
the trellis border 
is inscribed with the 
makcr's name. The 
black spots would be 
red before being burnt. 
This specimen alone is 
sufficient to show that there 

ornament. The final process in the production of 
these late se1·enteenth century dishes (before the firing) 
was the glazing with sulphuret of lead, oftcn mixed 
with manganese, producing a rich yellow a11d trans­
parent coating. The powdered lead ore was firstly 
calcined. It was in 1680 that the discovery of gla1.ing 
by salt was discovered. 

Farnham :-Iuseum contains four other dishes of the 
Toft School. One is ornamented in the centre with 
an arrangement of six human forms, with six others 
round the rim, and ornaments in dark and light brown 
on a buff ground. 1\ second represents a lion rampant 

with its tongue out, and a branch of co1wentional 
leaves, in the same colour, with the 

letters R.. H. A third represents 
Charles II. on horse-back, 

with a fleur-de-lis, with the 
letters I. C., and a rim 

of alternate lozenge 
and triangular forms 

in relief. 
Slip pottery may 

be regarded as 
the earliest orna­
mental ware pro­
duced i n  th i s  
ccuntry, about 
the middle of 
the seven tee nth 
century, but it 

m a y  ha 1· e b e e n  
produced earlier on 

the continent than 
in England. A kind 

of slip ware was known 
to the Romans. Slip ware 

was apparently nothing bm the 
taste of the operator to guide him 
in producing figures (human and 
animal), foliage and co111·entional RAI.PII TOFT J)JSII 

proper consiste<l in producing 
decoration by pouring, through a 
small pipe, coloured clay diluted 
with wate1: to the consistence of a 
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