
PEWTERERS TRADE CARDS
Information in this article has been extracted from H H Cotterell’s  - Old Pewter: Its makers and Marks

Trade- cards may seem inappropriate in that such printed matter were – “not confined to tradesmen and not 
made of pasteboard”.

In essence then they were an advertisement as a printed one page/one part of a page, size leaflet. These were 
also at times used for presenting bills.

Up to the restoration of the monarchy no advertisement was allowed by the Guilds. Likely it was recognised 
that some could be cleverer than others with words but might not be as good a pewterer or might take away 
the work of a long established guild member whose talents did not lean to advertsising. The Guild punished 
any such attempts at advertising by fines. As the Company (or Guild) lost its power over its members so did 
the enterprising begin to look for ways to secure more business for themselves.

The “cards” illustrated below speak for themselves and give extra meaning to terms and symbols used.










