






Tlte Co/tlloisse!lr 

add it io n o f the word U Edinburgh "' 011 J. ribbo n 

llndcrnea~ h. Anot he r and ulde r stamp ha s the wurds 
" Hard .\ l etal I) 0 11 t he ribbon. "In Belgium there is 
to be fOllnd a form uf t h is stamp, wi th t he addi tio n 

u r a. small shield in the centre uf the rosc, wi th the 

bearing u f a 1iu ll ramp:l lll, a nd undernea th the crUWll 
two v r th ree in it ials . 

Upun British Ill!" le I' there a re gene ra lly to be 

fou nd the fo llowing sta mps :-
(1) The license Sltt III p, a crowned rose, ur uthe rs 

d esc rihed later i 
(2 ) The pewtere r's own private mark ; 
(3) l mi Ul ~ion hall-ma rks, these h ei ng- often the 

p ewte re r 's ini tials set on each side \'.'ith s llc h d e\'ices 

ISS 

GROCI--' OF 

PEWT E R 

I &. :!- ScOich Kirk 

t\ 1111 5 l1i!;hC5 

3, 4, s- Tca SCITirc 

formerl y bc longill!; 10 
Si r Walter Scott 

(, & 7- T l1lllhlo.:rs 

S So: 9 - T oddy and 

~O\lp L;\d~cs 

as the leopard 's h ead ur a :.;mall expanded ruse , 
each ~el in a small shi el d . 

These m:u ks, no duubt , shu well the quality o f the 

meta l, or puss ibly the dale. The foll owing are 

Su ll1 e o f the priY<lte pew Ll! 1" ma rks o f pewte re rs 

worki ng ill L ondo n in ] 669 :-

Sall/lle! J(lC;"50Il, a lam p and flag, with th e lette rs 
II S. I. '; u n e ilhe r sid e. all wilhin a. b eaded c irc le 

of t he size of a threepenn y piece. 
Nover! [11 ( (1 5, a b lazing sta r, with th e le tte rs 

" J:C 1.." 011 eilher side, all wi t. hin a sma! 1 bcadcu 
0\ :1. 1. 

ThOll/as Dic/.:CJl501l, a gl"iflill ' ~ head coupeu on a 

\\Tc:l.th, and with a. c rown abo \"(~, and the lette rs 
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SOllie lVo/es Oil Pewler alld Ille P e7i1lerer's Cra.!1 

j{ T . D ." on either s id~: doll within a beaded circle 

the size of a lhrct::J h.: nny piece. 
lallrm(c D )'cr, a shi el d wilh st iff feath e rs manllin~, 

and ch;-t rged wit h three anchors pbcc rl two and one, 

all in a plain o \'al, abo \'c which arc two labe ls, o ne 
above the o the r, bea ring t he wo rds" Londini" :llld 
.. I .. Ihl: r. 1I 

Nalplt fllarsh, a hi ni and" R. 1\ [. " anti the dale , 

in a Ix:adcd circk: less than a 

threepe nn y piece . 

Ralpll fla l/, two nah'd 
boys. with the k:th.:rs t . R. H ." 
on e it her sick, the date he­
tW e!..!11 th l.: hop;, all in a b(!adcd 

i..:i rc lc !t:ss than a threepenn y 

piece. 
l \ 'ic!lOlaJ APe/I.:, a hand g r:l:-i p­

in g: a slippcu rose, and the 

initi a ls II ;\. K." on e ither s ick , 

all within a be:tckd circlt: 

:I ho llt the size of a threepenny 
IHeee. 

J';'(lllcis Lt'a, thrL'L: stam ps, 

all hea ring a pomt·gran:llo..:, the 

first a nll:dium-sizt.:'ci o \'al, wi th 

s tiff kaf or fL'a ther mantling on 
~'itlh.: r side : abm'e appears th L: 
na me .. F ra, I ,ea," T he t\\'o 

other punches \\' I..! re n -: ry s lll a ll: 

thl.: onL: circub r, with the 

pomegranate in th t: centre, and 
.. F. L." on eithe r sid...:; th...: 
o ther. smalkr still , with th t: 

~am...: d"':\'icL' and init ials. E :lch 

of thcst: sm:t1 k r punc hes lwei 
a h...:adcd rim, 

.'l'llfllJltlJ StOlle, a crowned 

portcullis with the kltL'rs 
-, T. S." on t:i the r sidL', all 

within a bL':l d t:d ('ird!.; about 
lilt' s iz...: of a sixp~'nce, 

Amo ngst th ...: p...:wtL' rt'rs of a 

bkr dak in Ed inburgh the 

names of \\ ' illiam SCOlt and his 

son. also \\, illiam Scott, we rc, pe rhaps, the hes t kn own . 

T heir stamps W...:r...: a hird pc n.: heu o n a glohe and :1 

flow er at each s ide wit h t he fu 11 na me . II Wi11ia rn 

Scott"; the second was merdy the name, 
SCOtt." 

" \V. 

The license stamps of th e Compani es we re often 

merely the (' it)' arm s, Of the crowned roSe I han: 
hefore spoken. The E di nburg h Company had fro m 

time to t im t: differe nt sta mps: th e first, a h o ut 1600, 

r. 

I.eing a figure like a S[. Andre w's cross, \yit h ini tial s 

011 e ither s ide j the second simply a castle; th e thiro 

a \'aria ti o ll or the castle, wit h the addition of initi als 

a nd I taleS , T hi s stamp rUllS fro m I (; I 0 to I i6-l and 

o nwards. "a ry ing- sl ig h t ly in c har:u.':ler. A thistle. 

wit h the word " Edinhurgh " unde rneath, is a nothe r 

fO I'lH: also :1 la rge th istl e wi th t he contractiun 
II Ed." underne a th. 

thelllsL'\YCS with 

:\ m Oll gst the (; la sgo \\' 

st:IJnps arc th...: ci ty arm S : 

a m . .-e with :1 fish ho lding a 

ring in its mouth : with or 
without the addition of <I,llL':> 
and initials, all In a small 

sh idd. Amongst th !.; quality 

ma rks a crowllL:d :. X " d esig· 

natt..:d the flll...:st metal. 

A s th ...: r...: is at the present 

lime a Iargt: quantity o f fo rl: ign 
p...:wte r, much of \\'l1 i(" 11 IS 

Bdgian, off...:r...:d for sa l...: in 

this country, th t: follow ing list 
of tow n l11:1rks may not pro\'C 
unilltl'1'e s ti ng :-

BrtIKt'J, a crow ned G o thic b 
in :1 sh idd. 

. l lIl1t·erp, an a nt. 

(,'11011, a ligurt: o f St. ~ l ie h­

aL' l, sd in :l. small circle, the 

maker's name running rOllnd 
th...: top of th...: (' irck. 

/I ),IISSt'iS, :I n a ngel flyin g, the 

maker's name b l.:ing: plac...:cl as 

at Ch...:nt. 

:\ 11 the fo rego ing marks :HC 

piac...:u gellL:rally on the h:1Ck 
of the war...:, stich as p i:lh:S, 
...:tc. : on the front will Oft L' 1l be 

fou nd in itials, a nd sOllH.: tirncs 
coa ls of arm s. Thes!.; ar!.; the 

init ials or a rms of th ..:: owner 

o f th ...: s...: ryi c...: . 

:\ \1 hu t the ma rc wea lth y 

co llec tors mllst fa in con te n[ 

the \\':He of the scycn lcenth, 

eigh tee nth , and e:H ly par t u f the ninele:!n th cenluri es, 

as any thi ng mad e h efore lha t t ime may be regarded 

as really \·ahlab le. .-\ 5 a ru lc British pewtcr wa re is 

disli ngu ished by the s implic ity of ils design, display­
ing ill such arti c les as plates, di ~h es , e tc" Lhe 
min imum o f o rna me nt, cxcepl in late \yo rk, whe n it 

\\'n~ much more free ly used, 

It is to Flanders we must turn fo r mo re elabo rate 
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Tlte CO/l/loissellr 

wi..l rk . There we tind pla tes, ctc., with scalloped 

edges a nd often co \'cred wilh incised ornament of 

a n e labora te kind. Orname;ll ubtained by cas ting 

was ve ry plentifu l in thi s cuuntry, 110t often ve ry 

pleasing, th uug h sume vI' the small er ;1rlic les, such 

;\:-. billi/iers, are vc ry c hannin g:. P ewtc r pots in 

E nti lantl and Scot la nd lOok different fO fm s, and had 
Tllu re ornalllellta.l mouldings UP') 11 them tha n other 
ware, th e Scutch U Tappi t H ens," v I' which three 

a re the prupe r SCI, h eing \'e ry q uaint in design. 

They arc nu w fast uccuming rare. T eapots, sugar 
hasi ns, and c ream jllg's are sti ll comlll un enough, 

though th e laLe r ones arc o fte n toO rococO in des ign, 

lIlose of t he Queen .A nne periud being the best. 
The sa me may be said abollt candlest ic ks, the Q ueen 
Anne shape h ei ng d istinguishable by a pear-shaped 

bulge in th t:.: middle of the stalk. Salt cellars, 111l1 !-;· 

ta rd and pep per pots lined wilh blue glass often 

p ierced in beautiful patterns, arc to be Illet with 

in Illost antiqua rian sho ps. These arc a few o f the 

art ic.les \\'hi c..: h th e co ll eclor buys. Of course, the rl! 

wl.!re do:!c: n ~ o f others made f .. mll the metal , those 

made by Mess rs. J as. D ixon a nd SOilS, and Mess rs. 

Vickers, 4.f Sh effieh I, b e ing arnu ngst the best late 

\\'ork. It h as always been a \'cxcd question amongst 

coll ectu rs wh~thcr the cullect ion sho uld be c leaned 
or nolo I am e mphat ically in f;wo ur of the cleaning, 

for in so doing you preserve your collection. It is 

hest done with ]~ rookes' soap and whiskey fu r the 
first po lishing, finishing o ff with morc soa p and 

\\ater, and a fina l polish wi th whi tening. Obstinate 

specimens Illay ha ve the fi rst dirt taken o ff them by 
a sua ki ng in :t bath u f pickle, composed of fresh 

sl aked lime and soda. The collection pol ished and 

displayed agains t o ld oak is a sigh t beau tiful to bdlOld. 
To those who do not kno w its com pus ition, it may 

be interesting to learn t lu r tin is the chid metal 
in pew ter; this, \\'ith the :tddition o f a ,"c ry li ttle 

lead, copper, or an ti mony, forms the met:t\. At one 

ti ine a metal was made containing o ften as mllch 

as o ne half s ilve r, :tncl was sold as silver pewter, 

but pieces no w are comparati\'e ly rare, and collectors 

may well say they ha\'e a prize if a p iece of this 
sort fo rms part o f thei r co llectio n. 

In conclusion, le t me g ive these wo rd s of advice 

io cu lleclors : Vass by nut hing in the metal , 110WC\'er 

late in da te, as long as its shape is good, for the craft 

died befo re the mach ine came to di spl ace hand 

I;)boll r: amI the rein lies much of the charm of the 

old work. 

(' I IAuel': I-' ltO)1 ST('t:"\E I IAVE:"\ 

(}';I1'i t: AIl:]'I~I"S lllltE) 
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SCOTTI SH P£\\"T ER. ERS 
,\N O so:-m OF TH E IR 
P,\RT 1. 
H\ - L. I NG LEB V IVOOD 

IVARE 

Till·: firs t record of pewterers, pcwcicrcrs, o r 
pcwthcrcrs, esta hli shing th e mselves in Ed inburgh is 
fro lll a St:a/ of Cause, or c harter given by the T o wn 
Counci l o f E di nburgh to the hammcrmcn of that 
city in 1496, a fo rmer Seal oj Cau.l'(', dated q S3, not 
ment ioning the m. They, ho we ve r, a rc not to be 
fOllnd in the Incorporat io n's records he fore 157 I : 

one J ohn ,,'c ir being the first master of the craft for 
th :lt yca r. 

Th e d a te 1.196 ma y, however, he taken as the first 
establish ing o f the Cr:lfl g uild in the c ity, a nd pro­
babl y in Scotland , Edinburg h bei ng by far and :1wa)' 
the lIlos t impo rta nt tow n in the b nd at that time. 

I n Eng land a nd on the cont inent the craft had 
bCl! 11 prac tised for seve ra l cen turies before th is date, 
and was at the time we mentio n at the goldcn age 
of the mctal , if such a te rm Illay bc applied . 

All the pewter war!.! used in Scotland before this 
waS Illos t probably obtained fro m the low countr ies 
a nd Fr:mcc, with which lands the cast coast always 
has d o ne a hustling t rade. :\ certai n a mo unt o f the 
ware mny havc been ob ta ined fro lll Englal1l1, though 
the relations bet wixt the two co untries were often 
none o f th l.! bes t. H o we\·er, it is likely th3.t English 
pewterers first ta ugh t the craft to the Scotch, as the 
lauc r:s pewte r, even of the earl iest date, is o f the 
good quality fo r which E ngland was noted. and, like 
t he English ware, bea rs marks which indica te the 
maker and quality . 

F ro m the year 1496 to 157 1 therc coukl have 
f)Ce ll comparatively little of the melal manu fac tured 
in Scoli:lnci, and I call o nly lind mention o f the 
nam es o f three pewtere rs from 157 1 to 1583, the 
reason bein g: no doubt the pri ce, which o nly the 
w(:aithy cou ld a fford to pay, the poo rer classes 
ha ving to be content wi th the woode n o r ho rn or 
cven leather drinking and eatin g: utensils. 

Before go ing further, it m;\y no t be Out of place to 
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gi\-e here a short s k~tch of the great Gu ilds or In­
corporat ions of the I-Jamille rmell , which we re not 
only established in the ca pital o f Scotland, but in 
nearly a ll the ot her large towns, such as Glasgow, 
Stirling, and Abcrd l.!c n. 

The I ncorporation o f H ammermen or Edinburgh 
was fo unded as far back as 1483, and comprised the 
following arts or crafts : Goldsmiths, Blacksmiths, 
Saddlers, Cutlers, Locks lTliths, Lo rimers, Armo urcl s, 
Pewtere rs, and Coppersmiths. A\I thesc were under 
the same laws and regulat ions, and those which 
applied mOre especially to the pewterer's c raft were 
as follows ;.-

( I) That no halnmerma n or se rvan t presume to 
practi se more a rts than o ne, to prevent 
damage or hurt to other trades. 

(2 ) T ha t no person p resume to expose fo r sale 
any sort of goods in the street at any time 
other than ma rket d ay. 

(3) T ha t persons best qua li fied of each o f the crafts 
be empo wered to sea rch fo r a nd inspect the 
goods !lucie, and if found insuffi cient III 

material and workma nship, a finc was to be 
levied . 

(4) That all hamm ermen be exam ined by the 
masters and deacons o f thei r severa l c rafts, 
and if thei r essays be found to be good they 
were to be ad mitted freemen of the Incor­
poration. 

(5) That no person harbour or employ the se rvant 
o r apprentice of anothe r without the maste r's 
consent . 

(6) That no o ne not of the aforesaid craft sell or 
yend a ny so rt o f work made by any other 
cra ft. 

( i ) That persons guilty of breaking :lily of the 
above art icles pay eight :ilullillgs Scots (8d. ). 

T he Inco rporat ion held their services and meetings 
for binding o f apprentices, ad mi tt ing o f freemen, e tc., 
in their c hapcl, d edicated to St. Mary :;\fagda lenc, in 
the Cowgate of the c it y, still existi ng, and as far as the 
inte rior is concerned, a lmost in its origi na l condition. 
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SOllie Relics 0./ tile / ]/[011111011/11 RebelltOil Z1I SOlllerset 

thread , s till reillains at this e nd. T he le ngth of the 

spy -glass, closed , is 9 in. , and the tl):1. ximullI diameter 
I ~ in. 

Amongs t o ther relics in T aunton Cast le connected 

:ltlachmcnt to the sh:1 ft and :In iron g isarmc " bill " 
with one ri ve t hok, found on th e site o f the battlc 

(both -~) , ri g. v.; and a steel ha lbe rd with sp ike at 
end I ft. long, also found o n the lmUic- ficld (lig. iL). 

F IG. V l.-TJ[I~ .. FI'.\'EH SIl t\i\1 D1 SII " 
O F 1I1 SI',\:-; O-:-'IOk ESQU I~ \\',\In': 

( 11f''l/II~JIIl'd i,j ,I!acu"/" Y'$ " /lis",,)' 'if HII,::lalld" ) 

with the MOlllll Ollth R..: bcllion :1rC :-1\ long bra;)s­

barrelled pistol which belonged to a Capulin Durston 
and was used at the Battlc of Scclgmoor (l-ig. ii. ); 
a powder fla sk (-k) also used at the fig ht (fig. iii.) j 

an iron g laiYc-gisarmc with two riYc t holes fo r 

The axe port ion of this halberd is faintl y engrayed with 
a coa t -of-arms and o th er decoration} whilst the spike 
on the other s ide is e ng ravt:;J on both faces with the 

d:lle 1625} and initia ls W. P. , thus showing that it was 
manufactured sixty YC;H S befo re its li se ilt Sedgilloor. 

FIG. V [ I. - 5 1I.VE1\ ~1EI)'\L STR UC K TO TilE 

DUK E OF MOl'OIOU TIl 
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Scottislt 

This chapel was found ed and presented to the 
ha mlllc rmcn by O!l~ .\Ii chacl jl, f CQ11I.:cn , ::;\ weallhy 

m c rchanl," and his wife J anel Rhynd in 150.1, a nd 
mo ney was Idt for the saying of maSSt.:5 for the re pose 
o f thei r souls. T he chape l, ho we n .: r, had hardly 
been fini shed bdorc the R eformat io n s wept the 
:IIl Cit.: llt faith away, and a ne w doctrin t.: lOo k it s place, 

Pe70terers 

scvc r:d a rt icles or, ;1S it waS c:l ll cd, a n CSS:l)" in the 
presence of two essay maste rs who must be freemen . 

T ht.: order of procedure gone through in booking 
o f :\11 appn.:nlicc o r the aclnl ission of a freeman Ill :l )' 
be ga the red fro m the fo llo wi ng ext racts fro m the 
rct.:o rds of the Incorporation, which an.: s till i ll 
c .'\\'l.: lknt preserva tio n, and whic h arc full of in tl.: rCSI­

ing informat ion to the ~tll(h; llt of 

Scottish histo ry. 

Ex/mel :- -

I: 29t/i, .'JI'. r:IfS/, 17 19. 

!\J..'KI);G :\ FREE:'.!.\);. 

;, T hcn yc I ncorpo ratio n hc ing 

mCl) comparl.!d T hos l ng lis lal l! 
prentice to yc deceased T hos I ngli s 

pewth erc r, and presented his cssay, 
,'iz a bason, a 1:I\'c r, a neckd and 

ring stand, which ye house fo und to 

bl! a well wrought essay, able to Sl:rVl; 
his Majes tic's licgcs, the rea fte r they 
admitted him to be a frcema n 

pewthere r amo ng them. His cssay 

'fasters were James Cowpcr :lI1d 
Ro bt R eid . His essay was made in 
J ohn \Veir's s hop. H e pa id yc box­

ma ste r ( treasure r) 106£ 13/ - _Id 

(Scots) for his upset and 20 marks 

to ye ~\'[a iden hosp ita l, a nd Robt 
R e id as a young essay maSk r paid 
20 marks to )'e ~[aiden hos pita l." 

ORDER OF BOOK I NG I\N 

ApPRENTICE. 

" 1.~/llJlflle, 172 0. 

" Jose ph Dawso n sone to James 
Dawso n s mith 111 Dalmenio IS 

booked prentice to Robe rt ffindb y 
pewthere r. H e paid )'e bo xmr 40sh. 
(Scots) of booking money and 40 sh 

(Scots) to ye maiden hospital!. " 

Til E C II"I' EI. O F ST. ) \ ,\itV :\\t\GDt\LE:--:E \ :--: Til l·: COW(:AT E. EDI:,\IW ItG II 
TilE o l.n C IIAI'EI. A:'\ l) )I E I':TI"G-P LAC E O F TilE IIA)I)I EIO I E:'\ 

It may be ment io ned here that 
the jVraiden Hospital was a girls' 

schoo l, to which the mem bers of the 

the chapel, ho wc\'e r, rc main ing in the possession of 

the lncorporation until a few years ago, when it 
passed o u t of the ir hands to become a di spcns:lry as 
a mc morial to Ihe great explore r, David Livings tone, 

Every craft had two maste rs , a ppoin tcd yearly by 
vote, who looked afte r the inte rests of the art, called 
specia l meetings fo r the admiss ion o f npprcnt ices. 

freemen) etc. An ap prentice was on ly admitted a 
freeman a ft e r he had served se \'en ycars and cxecllt t:u 
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t rades sellt their daughte rs, the boys 
going to George H eriot's H ospital. Hoth schools 

are still in existence. 
T he t:ssrlY or tcst piece of the pewte re r's <.:raf1 , 

which the applican t who wished to become a frce -

111:ln and to work for him self had to prepa re for his 
examina t io n ueforc lhl: d eacons o f the pcwtcre r's a rt, 
was in 16 0 2 a basin) a b\'c r, a nd a chalmer pol. 111 
160 j it was changed to a l:lxcr and a qll:ut ficcket. 
] II the ensuing yea rs it went through success i\'e 



Tile Coltlloisseltr 

changes, that of 1 i 33 be ing :t pint flagon, a basin, 
and a decanter with a lid and st rOllp (spo ut ) La il. 

I n I i94 it became vcry simple indeed, be ing a 
3 lb. dish and a pint flagon, which seems to 
indicate that the art had passed its best . T he 
f:tHing of( is doubtless ly acco unted for by the b et 
that tinware was coming more genera lly into li se 
owing to its cheapness, and for the same reason 
the fin c r sorts o f crockery and earthenware were 

finding their way into the homes o f those who had 
never thought of them before; this and othe r 

E\ T EIU OI{ VIEW O F TilE. ED I:\BUHGH II A:'> DII·;10IE :"'S C ll A!' E I. 

reasons made the d e mands for pewtt.: r less and kss 

every year. 
Embl::tzoned on the walls of the Magdalene C hapel 

amongst those of th e other c rafts arc th e arlll s of the 

pewte re rs, ,,'hich read as fo llows :-
II Azure on a chevron or betwixt three po rt c\ll1i se~ 

or, as many thistles ver I, and Oowerecl gllll:s." 
This coat o f arm s hears a st riking rescmbbn ce to 

that of " the" P ewte re rs Compan y of Lond on, the 
only diffe rence in the Edinburgh In curpor;)t ion's arm s 

being the s ubsti tut io n of thi st les for roscs. T his 
' tend s to bc;) r o ut the ident ity and community o f the 
a rt both in England and Scotland, :Ind, as I have.: sa id 

l :Q , 

before, it is not un lik e ly that the Scotch first acq uired 

their workillg kn owledge in the metal from the o ther 
side o f the bo rde r. 

I n addition to the mo rc general bws applicable to 
the pClI'tl.;rcrs alld o lhe r c raIb, the re We re others 
wh ich appl ied m on.! particularl y, IIIII/alis 1I1I1lalllhi', to 

the pewte re rs; for instance, in L6j2 we lind one 
William j\bcrne thie lined for the offeLlce o f usin g: bad 
metal, and the metal confi scated , 

The o ffe ll ce o f packing and peeling, i.e., II o f work­
in g: unfairly at the trade with men who wt.:re not 

free men of the I ncorporation "-with II unfree men "­

was comillon enough j amongst others in J 73 1, Alex 
Waddd was fined for thi s offencc. 

In spi te of the regulation allowing a man to work 

:1t thc OIlC craft only, we find the curious entry that 

in 1696 \vi lliam Harvie, pewte re r, protcsted aga inst 

any act be ing passed for the benefit o f thc copper­
smi ths that might do awa y with the privilege of the 
pewterers in the makillg and se lling of brasswork. 

1t wo uld be in te rest ing to kllow if s uch brasswo rk 
manufac turt.:d b y th e pe wte re rs was mark ed with 

th e same private marks of the cra ft . as was their 

pewter wo r1;:. 

,-
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Scottish 

T he whitc ironsmith s o r tinsmiths were always in 

later years serious rival s of the pewtere rs, ::lIld !,;vcntu­
ally ousted them altoge ther, by rcason of their 
cheaper warc. T hey, howc,"cr, worked and were 
under tht: jurisdiction of the pewterers, for 011 Febru­
ary loth, I i 33, the Ikwlcrcrs annoullcing that t hey 
wcrl.! altering the ir essay, the 
whitc irons miths proposed to 

do the same. One Simpson 
Fraze r, however, proposed that 
there should be a :I ,·ote of the 
pewtere rs' aft II on th l.! matter, 
and it was not till \[arch 26th 
of the sa me yea r that the 
whitcirons llli ths we f..:! a llowed 

by the pewterers to make the 
cha ng!.! . 

I II Ii 39 the whi tcirons miths 
desired to form a craft o f 
thei r own, and accordingly 

brought up a petition at o ne 
o f the mt,,;ct ings of the ham­

me rme n, whic h petition, how­
cn~ r, was dcft,,;ated _ 

T hey we re always vcry 
jealous of the o lde r craft, as, 

fo r instancc, in 1795 We rind 
til!.!)" had brought a charge 
against J a mes \Vrig-ht, pcw­

te re r, for making thc ir wo rk. 

H e, howcve r, though fo rbid- -' 

den to work in whileiron any 
more, was a llowed to finish 

the work he had in hand, 
namcly, three boxes of white­

iron. 
~ luch morc could be wr it­

te ll on t hi s " the whitciron­
s miths'" c raft, but must 

confine myself to the sub­

jcct , and not go wandc ring 

off into bye-paths, howcve r 
inte resting thcy may be . 

T hat e;lch of the pieces 
made by the pe wtere rs' c rart, 
If and indeed by e ' -e ry other 

craft o f the I ncorpo rat ion," 
were marked with each maker's 

privatc mark, we know from 
the followin g t,,;xtract fro m the 

records :-

Pe7uterers 

mcmber shall ha,-c one stamp or their OWI1C, a nd 
prescnt yc samc )" 11 to ye housc be twixt (th is) and the 
second o r February, to ye c ffect, c\'eric o n 's work m:l)' 

be known, and that unde r )"C pain o f Three P o unds 
SCOts per piece. Whereupon this act is made.:I 

What h:lS become o f the records or touch-pla tes 
li pan whic h the marks were 
stamped it is difficult to say, 
but I am afraid there is little 

doubt that the melting pot 
may have c himed them. 

I t is diffic ult to explai n how 

to distinguish between a piece 

of pewter ma nufactured in 
England and one made in 
Scotland, particuhrly as the 

touch -plates are in one case 
partiy lost and unavailable, 
and in the latter case ha\'c 

e ntirely di sappearcd . Scotch 

pewter, howeve r, apart rrom 

t he s pecial shapes in which it 

was made (of which I shall 
speak late r) was ge ne rally 

s t:lmped similarly to Engli sh 
wa rc-th:lt is, with the qua lity 

mark, the maker's pri"ate 
mark, a nd the four s mall imi­

tation hall' marks. The 
maker 's mark had ofte n his 

name rOllnd it , and amongst 

the imitatio n han marks al­
most invariably appeared the 
thist le, whic h seems ,the chief 

di s tinguishing mark, 

" lJeaJllber 24th, . 68 1. 

" It is ordained by consent 
or )"1 .. : hail IJrt,,;thrt,,; n , that each 

L I,'\I) I-: " l' I.ATI-: 1'1,("'1:\[ C llEST " S,\ 11) TO BE 

T ilE C H ARTEI-: C IlI -;!;"!' OF JOI1 "N\' 1',\,\" 

On flagon s and some times 
on other pieces arc often to 

be found the arms of the 
ci ty in -which they were 
made j for instance, H the 

triple -towered cas tl e standing 

on a rock/' or Edinburgh, 
and ,; the trec, salmon with 

a ring in its m o uth, a b ird on 
thl! tree, and a n a ncient hand­
bl! II ," of G lasgow. T hese 

latte r marks help to fix a 
piece if they are present, but 

the thi st lt: seems to be the 
only really distingu ishing 

stamp, and is thl! o ne most 

gene rally fou nd o n Sconish 

warc . 
It llIlI st, howeve r, ue borne 

1 2 5 



Tlte CO/tlloisseur 

in mind that a large proportion of the ware manu­

factured in Scotland bears no marks, and then it is 

only from the shape tlwt it is poss ible to identi fy 
the piece. 

T here is, howcycr, in the Antiquarian S\ luscu lll o f 
Scotla nd in Edinburg h, a hox containing two IC:1.dcn 
plates st3 m pcd with initia ls, and the a rms of Ed in­

burgh and the d ates underneath, which run from 

1600 to 17 6.~ . 

The hox and its con te nts arc said to han.: belonged 
to one J oh nny Faa, a noted gipsy king, who \\';1:; 

granted by .l ames V. the tit le of Lord and COUllt of 
Li n k Egypt. Jt is likely th:l t some of th e descen­
dants of this pe tty king were travelling pewte rers, 
who wa ndered over t he cou ntry m t.: nding: and recast­

ing liw coun try fo lks' sto res of the then almost 
prl!c iolls Ill ct:l l. They, "t he gips ies/I wo uld be under 
the jurisdiction of the Edinhurgh I-i:lm me rmcn, :lnd 
the St:llllpS on the leaden plates would be their 

license to work a nd trade in the meta l for the rea r. 

T he de\'iccs sta mped upon the plall:s vary in 
dcsIg:nl the earliest one he ing a a St. l\nd rew's c ross, 

with 111itial5, with or withollt dates." T he ne.'l:1 is 
sim ply a castle l then comes a castle varying in d esign, 

and the add it ion o f inili:l ls with consecutivcly running 

da tes, from 16 10 to 1 76-t . 

These plates wou ld be stamped each year by the 

Incorporation, a nd marked with their d eacon's or 
possibly t he ir boxJll :lster's ini t ia ls. Besides these 
two pla tes the re is in the box a s mall cup of pewter, 
which has c\'idem ly been used as a rough assaring 

test by comparison, There arc al so two other pieces 

of pcwter, which appear to be portions o f a plate or 
di sh, and Ol1 e of thcsc bears two stamps-a large 
ex panded rose c ro wned and initials on e ither side. 

Bes ides thc Ha mmcrmcn o f Edinburgh, there Were 

al so similar lncorporations in Le ith, the Canongatc, 
the \Vest Port, and the Pottc ro\\" The r ncorporations 

of the last two districts owned alleg iance LO the 

Edinburgh Incorporation, though that o f the Ca l1o l1-
gale d id no t, for it waS a separate to\\' n t ill com­
p:ua li vdy recelll yea rs, q ui te outside the jurisdiction 

of the c ity in a ny way. 

The ch id quarte r of the H ammermen of E di n­
burgh was the street know n as the West Bo\\,. The 

pewtere rs lingered on JlCrc fo r many years, Willia m 

SCOlt and J . . Moyes he ing the last, the laaer ha\'ing 

a shop which was still in exis te ll ce in 1 ~ 7 I . T o-day 

:/ 



Scottish Pe7vterers 

the on ly survivors of the crafts arc two t insmiths, 
whos(: hamme ring somewhat he lps one to picture 
what it 111 us t have becn like l!1 the cen tur ies that a re 

gone. 
T hl.! following list is that of th e chief pewterers of 

t he I nco rporatio ll (ro lll I (ioo to I Soo, and as the ir 
W ;l 1'1,; was ge ne ra lly marked wi th the ir names or 

initia ls, it is hoped tha t t hi s li s t may be o f usc 111 

f1;-.;in g the da tes o f P ll.!CCS . Carl! must, however, be 

taken !lot to IllI X up fathe r and SO li , often grandson 
or c \"c n grcal -gr:1 ndsOll , as the c raft 111 man y cases 
seems to have bee n ke pt 1!1 ce rtain famili es. The 

di fficulty o r so d isti nguishing may be o verco me III 

some way hy obsen -ing the characte r o f the letter ing 

and the styk: of the marks, wh ich lend to fix thl! 
pe riod to wh ich they bdong. 

List o f pcwtcn..: rs belonging to the I ncorporal ion 

of H <1 l11mcrm cn from 1600 to 1800, and the da tcs 
lIpon which th ey wcre adm itted as freemen :-

159-1· 
1594· 
159·\· 
159+ 
1594· 
1605. 
1607. 
16 10 . 

IGI 3· 
16 13. 
l u l u. 
16 19. 
1620. 

162 1. 
l u:! l. 

l lc r l>o.! n \Y e ir. 
.1 :1 ';. S ihkLl d . 

l'obl. \ \"e ir. 
Tho;:. \\'ei r ( I). 

Tho~. W eir (2 ). 

Aba. ~ibbel. 
l'al rick W nlkc r. 

G l;O. GlcJ~lnne ( I ). 
\\'111. Gar1ll etun. 

Ale x!'. Si bhnld . 

.1 :\~ . SOI!\en·d l. 
Will. COll tie . 

AIH1 re l\' Bo rthwick . 
l{ulJ(: rt C o\\'nL. 

Robert Ho \\'nl. 

162 1. 
162 1. 

I U30. 
l u30. 
163 1. 
163 1. 
I G3 1. 
1631. 
1633. 
1634. 
1634. 
1640. 
1643. 
1643. 
1643. 

T hos. I ngli s ( I ). 

JI1O. Scot l. 
T ho;;. Cort yne. 
\r 1ll . I ln1lli hone. 

.1 nlll6 SiLbnkl. 
Pnlr ick \\'alkel'. 
Tho mns Weir (3 ). 

Robe rt S impsonc. 
Rohe rt BlirnbeJ l. 

Ins. i\ lollleith. 
Geo. G ledstane (2) . 

.I ns. A be rncthie. 

.I ns. ~ I onte it h (2). 
In!>. Wnlke r. 
J no. I b. rYie. 

•• Q UAIG Il " 

1646. 

16"7· 
1648. 
1649. 
1(,5 I. 

1G52. 
1654. 
1654. 
16S4 · 
1654 . 
1659 . 
1663. 
1666 . 
1669. 
1671. 
1672 . 

1675. 
1675. 
1676 . 
1676. 
1677. 
1677 . 
16So. 
1682. 

16S4· 
1u86. 
1686. 
1686. 

[692 . 

1692 . 

1693. 
1693. 
[693· 
1694. 
1696. 
1697 . 
1700. 

1700 . 

Robert Weir. 
T lJOs. Inglis (2). 

Alex r. Lymlsay. 
Wm. A lx:rnd hit;. 
r a;:. l lern ie. 
\rlll. C hrist ic. 
Tho~ . Edgn r. 
A lt;x r. ( ; r:1I1a l1\. 

J n ~ . Bryce . 
.I ns. lln n·i t; . 

.I no. Ibm,,;lY· 
Rober t I n g1i ~ . 

.I no. N npier. 
G ilbt:T1 T ho lllpsonc. 

.I no. \\"nl;;on. 
\\" 111 . l( :l T\·ic ( I). 
W ill . :'Il o ir. 
T ho$. Lowrie. 

Robe \\'n lker. 

Geo. \\' hyte. 

"\ mlr. :'I l ullro . 
In(l. Guld. 

.I no. Sydc. 
Akxr. Il lmtcr. 
Robt. Ed ga r . 
Thomns Ing li ,.; U) . 
.I ns. I-Ierrin ( I ). 

J no. Herri n . 

.I ns. I-lenin (2). 
Dndd Sy mme r, 
\ \'m. Il e rr in . 

\\'m. ! 'enmnn . 

J no. A lltic rsOne. 
I{obl. l3 urns. 

Jas. Symounloun. 
R obt. A nde rso ne. 
.I no. Nap ie r. 
J no. Tnit. 

1701 . 

[ 70 1. 

17° 4· 
1705. 
170 6. 
1706. 
l i OS. 

, 709 

17 0 9. 
17 10. 

17 11. 
I 7t I. 
17 12. 

17 14· 
1 7 1~. 

17 15. 
17 1S. 
171 S. 

17 18• 

17 19 . 

17 2 1. 

17ZS. 

'73 .?· 
' 73 2 . 

1733· 
1735· 
17_P· 

' 747· 

' 7·17· 
1745. 

1749· 
1749· 
1750. 
1751. 

1755· 
176 1. 

1764. 
1766. 

J nu. W e ir. 
.I no. G rier. 
J n ~. Cowper. 
Th o,;. j\lilchd l. 
G en. 'i't; nnen l. 

Wm. JI :ude(z). 
Akx r. COll l tn~d . 

J a ~ . Edgar. 
:'IIU llgO BUri a n. 
\\'a ll t; r 1':\It; rson. 

T hos. Cockl)lITll. 

GeO. Bro wn. 
Ino. CuthhCri. 
Akx r. \\'nddel. 
Ino. Fo lly . 
R()hl. Kd lo. 

Robl . Reid. 

Ino. l.. '.! lha nt . 

.I no. Rail. 
Ed. G ibron. 

.1 :1. ';. C lerk . 
T hos. Sil ll p~on . 

J no. \\'il ~onc . 
Akx r. Wrighl . 
:\rchld . I ngl i,.; . 
And r. Coc khurn . 
\\' m . HnUnlll)'l1c ( I) . 

.I nD. T nil. 
A ll:1 nl T nil . 

\\'111 . Ba llantyne (2 ). 

Will. li mit e r (2 ). 

J no. Bruce . 
Alc xr. Ki llll enr. 
\\'m. Coull e r. 
Jn 0. Ha ll :l1l1ine. 

J no. 13rOl\'l1. 
Jnu. Gnrd inc r. 
A ndr. Peddie. 
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17G7· Jas. ;..rolltcith. ' 794· Wm. Scali (2 ). 

17i'iO. Ja~ . Wright. 1794· 1,111)1. Kinillburgll . 
17~ I . Thos. Ste wart. 1800. l):I\,id Guurl:!)'. 

1781. Robt. I'relltlec. 

1\ fu r- tll!.!f list of freeme n or whom no authenlic 

date of ndmiss ion is indic:Hcd J bu t who Wl.!r c admitled 
Udwcl!11 the years shown:-

Between 1600 allll ,663. 
I{obl. '1'llOnl psonc. 

\Ym. S ibbald . 
1):1 " id Bryce ( I ). 
,rill. Anch:rsonc. 

JlIo. Sydt.:, 

:\Ic XI'. Ffcl'gltson, 
JIlO. Law. 
And r. i\ IcCk:an. 

J nO. \{:lI11 S:l Y· 

Be/ween 1663 (llId 17'7. 
Alex r. Brydon. 
Ceo. lJc:nnont. 

\Ym. Corbic . 
J no. Bn.;wcr. 
AlI: :.:r. Brown. 

W m. F leming:. 

G el', T ellnen!. 
A Ie .... r. Co ulter. 

Robt. Fi nlay. 

Be/Ulan 
Jas. C larkson, 
II ugh Mitchel. 
Ed. Uunkcl l. 
Si mon Fraser. 
T hos. SiIllSOIl. 

\\'111. C unning ha mc. 

Be/itJet!1I 

Allan! A!Hlcr~nne. 

Thos. I J..: rdrig. 

./J elUJC('/I 

Wm. Fr:w.er. 

J no. Kinbkk. 
R~drick Chahncr. 

.l1t:IWCCN 

Alex!". Erskine. 

JIIO. Clover. 
Tho~ . Stcw:lrt. 

.HdwccJI 
T hos. Nail. 

(To lie (ont iulfet!. ) 

I ;>:'· E R ESK C II U I:C Il I' I. ,\'[·E 

( 1",,-" $",,,11 Itll/kll nl is " {,, ~~r) 
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17 17 am! 174 1 • 

J nC). li ray. 
1\.obt. A meek. 
And r. Cockburn. 
Ceo. Dru1I\. 

J as. Atlh:ck. 
Wm. I-lulller. 

1 i .~ 1 alii! I 7..J. 7· 
Will. Scott. 

' 747 and '767. 
Ceo. Kerr. 
Al ex. Laidlaw. 

.1 no. Laidlaw . 

1767 alld 179 2 . 

Ada ni Anderson. 

Thos. Smith. 

179 2 alld '794 · 
J.\5. Lockh:lrl. 

• 
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SC.'OTT ISH I'li\\'T E I(I': RS. 
.\'11J SO " Ii OF T H 1': 1 K 
P.-\ RT I I. 
B\ · I. . I~(;LEHY \\'oon 

\V:\l~ E 

Lx C0 I11I 11 0 11 with c \"cry othe r cou n t ry, Scot­

b nt! hn.d ty pes of pewter v(,;sscls and o the r :lrticlcs of 

tht: 11 1ct:l1 peculia r in shape and lise to the land . 

T he pl:wthc rt:rs~ Cf:lft (to lise the old Scottish 
]ll1 r;1 5c) ill this country neVer .:ttta incd to such a 

ht!ighl of a rt as it d id u n t he contin e n t , ", here s ll c h 

lll a Sters as Hriol wo rked in the metal , using it to 

C IIT )" allt their c ho icest designs . 

.\' or W.1;-; th is LO be wondered at; the people had 
nei ther the task flor th e money to spend upon su<..:h 
\\"()rks as Brim :111d hi s con te mpo rari es !lroc1 uccci , a nd 

so the c raft was relegated to the ma king of utens ils 

p!:lilll.:r and better c.llcu b tcd to be of USc than tht: 
gorgeous pieces fashioned on the cOli tinL:llt in the 

rlftt.::o..:nlh a lld s ixt('cllth centuri es , picces often so O\'CI"­

hud with o rnal11 l! n t t hat h ;lrdl y a p:-lrt iclc o f Sur(; ICC 

was left s mooth for poli shing. Th e smooth surfa ce, 

to Ill~' m ind, is t he great bea u ty of English anJ 
Scotch pewte r. 

Not that the wa re of the Nonhe rn k ingdom wa s 

without a certain :1I 1101ln t o f beau ty in design, its 

olltlinc) ma yhap, seeming ro ug h compa red wit h SOllle, 

but it W:-IS full o f th e char;lcte r o f the men who m :lcit.: 

and tht: race whic h used it. Ornament, howeve r, 

was sometimes e mployed, ,: though spar ingly," by t.h c 

Scon ish cra fts me n ; take, fo r ins ta nce, n the St011 e ­

ha ye n set of ecclesiastica l vesse ls and the Pirie)' Pig," 
hath of wh ic h a rc t rea ted wi th a ce rtain amount o f 

engra ving . But, gene rally speaki ng, any ornaillent 

t ha t \\'as req uired was conrll1ccl to t he mo uld ings 

rou nd the edges of tankards, e tc., t hl..: CU f\'es :lnd 

twists of a S pOilt or handle, " tholl~h perhaps it is 

ha rdly correct to lks ignak tl1c_ ... e lattl..:!" hy that nalllt: ." 
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Velasquez at tile iVl/lseo del Prat/o, Jl1adrid 

I.5AIIEI. liE I:OURHO:-; II \" \ ' ELA:.I}I'EZ 

c.:xcrt ions in a like dirc.:ct ioll. T hey W \.: I"1.': hoth p:lintl.!d 
to /111 spaces intenued for deco ration , )'l.'l with :.l vcry 
diffc.:rc.:nl r l:sl1lt~ for if WI.! arc to believe the tnh.: that 
VclasqUl!Z'S work consigned to oblivio n a piClltn; of 

th e sallle.: s ubject ]Xtinled by a brothe r arti s t which 
it was placed hcsiJc.:, it is absolute ly certa in that 

Rc.:mbrandt's trc.:at mcnt o f tll(; LVigIL! Ifill/til was thl.! 
initial ca li s\..! of his ruin, and the s ubscquc.: nl insta lla­
tioll of Van cler Hebt in his place. Each of thest.: 
piclurc.:s is thl.! result of thl.! prod ucer's special genius 
acting IIpo n an imnh': l1 se efrort to surpass himsel f 
i ll h istory and ponl':l itlll'c combin t.:d. .'\ nd yet. 
man 'cllflus dTOrls as the)' an.~) it can st:arcdy Ix: said 
that eithe r C:lIlVas cOHu ins a head which in painti11 g 
would equal tile lI);1stc r's lillcs l work . Til both of the 
picture" the princip:1I figures a rc habiteu in black or 
rU SSel. and they are thrown inLO rclid hy a brightly 
lighted p:ltc h o f backgrollnu. The arms of the 
Dutch in 'l /u .YllrreJtfifr oj IJnda be long LO thc SJ. mc 

II HJt ll!Y ercw whic h figure in RC! llhrandt 's grc:lt wmk, 

hUl the g:llhe ring of pikes behind C! ptaiil I LHlnill~ 

Cocq is pa in fu ll y uudisciplin l!d cum pa red with the 
sc rri ed, forma l :ul'ay in las Lalft;as. 

Velasquez, in .'lllt, SlIrrender oj linda. 11 :1" in a 
f.!rl.":ll mcasurc lost his tl!nJency to insis t on out line, 

htl t ot hl! rw i!:....: thcrc is a s liglll reUlrn to his ea rli e r 
!I\cthods. Ve t rherc is :Ul ill tc!"\":i1 o f O\'er te ll YC:lrs ' 

work amI cx pe rie nce he twec n this co mposit ion a nd 
:III!' .TojJI:rs. Durin g the carl il! l" part of his ca recr 

Vdasqucl. must hayc used some fu~itin! blue which 
has vanished :l!ld Jd t be hind suc h results as thc sky 
in 1;0.1' )JorracllO.f. The blues lIsl!d in hi s l:ller works 

arc pungent, fr l!sh , and have sLOod \\"dl. The sky 
,lnL! di stant vicw of Brccb are \\"tJll l!crfully ac ri ,! 1 i!1 
their colouring, but th e backgro Liliu is a studio Olle 
for all that, and \' iewcd some \\":1)" ofT the work might 
ue taken for a !lne panel of decorat ive t:lpl!stry. 

(1;/ Ii.! (0 111 ilfflL'd. ) 



Scollislt 

By rca so n o f its cl ima l\.', re ligion , and social c ustoms, 
Scotla nd produ n.:d some un iq ue and pecul ia rl y cha r­
acteristi c picn.!s o f do mes tic and church wa rc, th L: 
ch it: f being, p e rllap:.; . " ' I'he ' J'appit Hen," ;" I'hc 

Quaigh," I< The I.:\ \'(: r a nd Baso ll / ' IIsed as they \\'1.;rC 
to,:!d lll.! r, a mi " T h..: Ctlm t1)lI nion T oken .:' 

T he li rst ju!-; t II h.: n ti o ll cc\ was a spccies of d rin king 
"essl.! l. o r nagoll , \'aryin g in hold ing capaci t y fro m 
ahou t th ree q uart s to hal f :1 pin\. I n shape t he)' arc 
ta ll a nd 1l0llTO\\'. ;tnd . a s witl h e seen from the illus t ra­

tion (p:l gc L z() , F..:bru:l ry No.), beginning from the 
botto m with straigh t taperi ng sides , :lnc1 :l flc r a sho rt 
disla nCl! li p tak ing an inward curn: , and again 
'itr.ligh t , with lines t hat ClIrYC \'c ry slight ly outwards. 

T he I;-.rger. and a ll exce pt (h t: \'cry small o nt:s; \\'c rt: 
pru \'ideu wi th a lid; :1 nd a ha nd le fo r rai sing tht: 
sa me, -"I any o f the bigger O Il CS had a small cup, 
which fitt ed in to the mo uth of the \'essel u nucr t his 
lid , One o f the chid uscs o f these largc oncs was 
for provid ing thi rsty and o fte n half-frozen t ra\'ellc r:; 
by hor~e :l nd ":1):lI"h with the m C31)S o f sa t is fying and 
\\:um ing t he m, T hey we re on s uch occas ions fill ed 
with hot alt: or tia rct, a nd 
hrought fro m the waysidc inn 
O f cha nge - how;\.! to the pas­
SL"ll ~e rS waiting on the eoach 
() Ilt ~id e, the liquid bei ng poured 
illto the sm:1 11 cu p just me nt ioned , 
and ('i r('u iatt:d a mo ngs t the wait­
i ll ~ lra vd1crs , 

T he sllla Her I ' ta ppit he ll s " 
we re the o rd inary drin ki ng vesse ls 

of the day, just as Englanu h:ld 
the pitH allli q uart pOLS which, 
in I:lle r t imes, supe rseded the 
' i';lppi t I-lens in Scotlanu , 

Read ers of Scott wi ll re lllem , 
ber ill ff i lVCrl( 11 the passage ill 
which c' T hl' hostess a ppeared 
with a la rgl' pe \\'le t" measure 
conta ining :11 kast t hree Eng li sh 
qua n s. f:tm ili :lrly de nominatcu 
a 'Ta ppit I-kll ,· .. 

o f t he buer and t\\"o fo nne r. But specime ns u f 
pewter <j uaichs a rc i ll existe llce, and fo r th is rt:;lson 
I incl ude thi ,..; \'esse! in thi s a rt icle. 

111 Ik l ~ i u m ;"t nd Ho lland num h!..! rs o f sim ilar \'es:;d s 
a re to be fou nd nea rly o f (he sa me s ha pe as the 
Scotch ones, h ut \':Hying in the cun 'c of the bo wl 
and the design o f th e two lugs o r ha lldlc~, which ;lre 
the mos t di st in guishing rt!~H Un:.: o f t he o rig inal t] ua ieh , 
\i orco ve r, as is ge ll t: rall y 11I t: cast: wilh ot her con­
t inental pewte r, they are o rna lllented with \':\ I"i olls 
d e \'iecs as the Scotch o nes nCVer wcre, T he one 
illust ra ted here is in the :\l.uscu m of the An tiquar ian 
Society o f Scotla nd, in Edinhu rg-h, As will bl! Sl,."ell, 
it is a shallo \\" bowl or (, li p wi th t wo small ha nd lcs or 
cars. and is inscrihed on o ne o f th!.!sl! with I: A, A,," 
.. Dunfe rml ine," and o n the other" I. H ," a nd"' R, 
\\' c llwood ,'l Its da te is p ro bahly that of t he midd le 
o f the sen . .: ntcen th celltu ry , (Sce pagt: 12 7, Feb, :-'; 0 , ) 

Q uaichs \':lried in ' size fro m th ree Cf fo u r inches, 
ra rely exceeck J nine inches in dia mCler, and Were the 
common drinki ng: vesse ls, or, in the case of the large r 
sizes, the: por ridge: o r soup howls o f th e COlllll f Y, It 

is o n ly wit h in the last fe w years 
t h;ll I hl")' 11:1 \'e dro pped Ollt o r 
li se, being un t il late ly q ui le a 
COllllllo n feat ure of the se n 'ants' 
ta ble o f the fa rm ho uses, o r o f 
t he sl ill humhler country li fe o f 
o utlying dist ric ts, 

Ano the r cur io us pieCe of 
pewtef, cha rac teristi c of t he 
country, and the like of which 
I have nc \'cr COlli e across, is th e: 
vesse l here illus trated , d esignated 
by t.he curio ll s nallle o f the 
:c Pirie)' Pig o f Dundee,'1 Pir­

ley pigs, o r t:arth cn\\"arc mOlle )" 
uoxes, " in shape o fte n not u ll lih.: 
an :IPph.:, a nd wh ich had to he 
b rok cn befo re th e: ir cont ents 
could he extra cted," we re co m, 
Ill O Il e no ugh: hut th is is th L' 
o nly one made o f the metal 
exi sti ng, :1S fa r :I S T am aware , 
tho ugh there See ln S no r!.!ason 
why th!.!re ~hould not ha,'e been 
o th !.! rs made, 

,\ not her drin king: \'e:;se! , Scotch 
in its origin :tnd USe, a nd peC l! ­
iiari\' so in its na mc) is Ihe 

qll::il"h o r qua igh. or a still o lu t r 
word , q ll el"h, from which the 
E Il~li.;h \'erb, to q ua ff, is de­
ri\'nl. Pe wter tj uaichs arc Ilot 
ve ry of tel! to ht: met with; the 
materia ls used mo rc ge llera lly in 
thei r mallufan ure he ing w()od , 
hom o r sih'n, :lIH.I comhilla tions c n,\D1U :'\ IO;': CU I' " l' )(ESH \ ' T ER I \ :'\ 

T his pig o r mOlley b0X is in 
the posses:;io ll of the T owll 
Council of I )u nciec, and was 
maue in 1602, to rccein.: the 
nnes of ltI t: mhers who fai ll!d to 

al le nd tht: coullc il tnect ings , In 
sh: lpe, as wi ll be :)t:e IJ , it I:'; 

::!3 ,l 



Tile C OIlIlOissell1' 

cylindrical with dcpt"l':ssccl ends, a nd haying o ri ~ illall y 

11;1<..1 t\\" o llillldi cs made o f iro n, 0 11(..; o f which, ho wl.;vcr, 
has di :;;l ppearcci . li s s llrfilCC is CO Vl! l"cc\ with inc ised 

o rnamCl'lt:nioll in the shape of ('irclcs and CIlr\'CS 

s urrounding fO llr shidds, upon whic h is inscribt.:d the 

following : 
On th e first shicld

1 
H .SirJas . . )(:itrim s{!(llIr /))'07J()sl 

£111110, l ( IO::!, I~ JiI~ J', ;) and 0 11 the band surrounding 
llll! shield : .. j~ord IJlesse the Provul, jJ(lflkit:s (lilt! 

(() lIl{seillo( J]lIlldec." 
On the second shi eld appears thl! armorial e nsign or 

lhl! kingdrllll of Scot land , :l11 d o n t he banel," Fum' 
God, o/J(J' IIIe A~illg. 16 R.n 

T he third shield h c;u s the arm s o f Dunclct.:, " A 

[lo t of g ro wing lilies," lI"ith the m o tto, "Dei dOIl/IIIl. " 

On t il l: fo urth shie ld arc the initials o f baill i ..... s and 

da tc: and on the surrounding b:l lld 1 :I Paymenl Jor nol 
I-_'Jl/II-II.!: 10 Ilu: cololsril! ()J })l(lItice," 

T o ;lnyon ..... I,"ho is acquainrccl with Scotlrtncl, its 

Cll S t O ll1 S1 it s liLc ratllr l.! and its j)a inlings1 the kirk 

co llect ion I'bt(: is :1 we ll -known piece o f p :.:: wte r. 

(;ua n.it:u :lS it was, ;l1ld " is st ill in many cOllllt ry 
d 111rchcs, hy two st;:llw:nt c\ck r5, to wh o lll thl! pos t 

11-:1:-; , :lnd i:-; in ckcci s till une of hono ur " (fo r the ir task 

1\-;15 to P:-t'VClll unaut horized pcrsons making free with 
the pbt...: :UH.I it s conk nts), it form ..... d a pict \ll"csqllc 

fca tUJ"c ot' the coulltry Sabh:llh , 

I )CVOUl worshippe rs IXlssing into th e ki rk dro ppl!ci 
the ir contrihutions in to til t! plate, which f,{clle rall y \\,:1 5 

o f l:lrgc s ize, o fte n frolll e i:;hteen to t we nty inches in 

diamete r, a nd stood upo n :1 small tab le jus t within 

the doorway_ 
I n the Episcopa l Churc h in Scot land pe wtc r pl:1Lt~S 

wc n_! also o ft t! ll used for laking thc col kction, IHl l il 

\\':1 :-; done, as is the Anglican c ustom of lo-d:IY, by 

offl!r in g these pbt es to th e congregation sep:uatcly, 

In shape th ese pbles are like a \"e ry large: soup 

plate, varying fro ni I-! to ::! inc hes in d e pth , \'e ry ark ll 
stamped with the initials o r name of the church to 

which they b:.: longcd, On th e alm s dish, illust rated 

ill the set of Stone h01\,c ll church plat l!, appear four 

initials, proiJably thosc of the u onor alld his wi1\.:_ 
In the ( Presbyte rian) C hurch of Sco tlanu th l! kast 

of Oil I' Lorers Supp~ r is adminis te red S0l1le\\'h:n 

differentl y fro m the mOUe which prev:l il s It1 thl: 
Church of England or that o f Rome _ 

l,' ormerl y in the Prcs l))' tl..! l'ian Churc h th l..! congrl:" 
gatiun scatl.!d thelll sc h"es -, so many at a li me)) :ll :1 

ta ble which stood in tlt l..! hodyof thl! building, and 

wl! rl! se rved by the minister and hi s ass ist<1111S, the 

fo rm c l" fIrst offerin g praye r O\'l: r thc bread and will e 

whic h was the n se rved Lo hinl by one of hi s 'I EldL' r:,_ )' 

I-k th c ll adl llinis te red the Com mUll ion to the cu m­

municants seated at th e l:lhlc_ No\\" the orul."r (i 

CO ~I~I {!N JON ,\1\1l OTIIER CHUlt C ll 1'1.,\TE O F TI ll'; 1>:1' 15':':0 1' ,\1. C ll U I,e ll O F .'>'1"0" 1': 11'\ \'1':,, 
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Scollis/t Pe7uterers 

I :\SC II.I I'T ION ON I!OT"'('J~ I 01" I.AVE1~ 

(Tl:il "l'l'tars to Imm: "un "ddt:d I"t<'l ") 

things has changed so me what, the communicants 
occupying the front pews of the church, til\.: book· 
board spread with a w~l itc doth lak ing the place of 
the table. 

T wo o r three. :lIld ofte n mon.:, cups WCf \.! used, 
accordi ng to th t: size of the congregat ioll} whidl was 
di\'ided in to sect ions, each waited on hy one or morc 
ciders. A cup was handed to each CO lllllllllli c:l.Ilt in 

a sec tion in turn, a pewte r plate took thl! place of 
the paten . The n.::ason fo r th t.: large llU1l1bcr o f c ups 
la y in the fa cl that, unlike th l! English Com munion, 

Ih:ll of the SCOlch ch urc h was and is on ly 
adlllin i:Hcfl:d once o r twice during the ),e;ll', and 

till: ",holL: o f the congregatio ll is su pposl:d to fJani ci ­

Jl:1l c. 

l\;wter sacrame nta l \'ess'::!s We re in H!ry ge ll e ra l USc 

throughout Scotland (lu ring tile whole of the SC Ven­

{cellth and early part o f the eightecllth centuries, both 

in the Epi:-;copal and Prc~bytcrian ch urc hes. This, no 

dou lH: was owing- chiefly to the PO\'crt)' o f the land, 

which, unlike E ngland, was "cry sparsely popula ted . 
H ow the fo rme r church met the law which was 
passcd during the tillle o f the Roman Catho lic ('lith , 
prohibi ting the usc o f pewte r and oth(;r basc me tal s 

in the makin g: or the ho ly Ycssels, it is diffic ult to say, 
:lIld We can only conclude that it was mOrC ho noured 

in the hrc:lch tha n in thc o\);;;c rV:lIlCC, as the re arc 

exa mples of pewter c hun.:h-wa rc o f C o thic times 
be longing to the count ry still in ex iste ll ce. 

H owever, the R efo rmation s wept aw:ty all suc h 

laws, and nearly e very country church llIust h~1\"e had 
"its pewter Ye .. sels both in E piscop:lI and Presbyte rian 
times. 

T he se t he re illust r:lted belongs, CI though nOt still 
in II SC," to thc Episcop:d Church o f Stoneha\"t:!!l 
(K_incarditlcshire ). 11 is of ~arly SC \·C tl lt.:Cll lh cent ury 

work , and, as will bc SCl!1l rrom the illustration, can­

!j ist s of a nago ll , two Communion ClipS o r chalit:es, a 
paten, twu oaptis mal bo wls, and an ;lims dish . T ht.: 
nagoll has e ngraved upon its surfaf..:c the sacred inili a l ~ 
I. H. S. 

T hl: cups bear the wo rt! SLOnc hyvc ( the :lncicllt 
ll;llne fo r SLOncha\·cn). 

On the bowls appear the initials L I I. S. (T hese 

I wo pieces seem to he of !:tter dille than the rcst 
o r th e \'essc1s, :t lld the patcn ~l.Ild alms di sh have 

initia ls, e viden tl y lho~c of the donors ;lIId their wiYes, 
cngraycd upon them .) 

In many ch urches of Scotla nd arc s till to bc fou nd 

two pk:ces of pewter, wh ich arc :llways associa ted 
lOgdher in o ld accoullt s, ctc.: they arc the la ver 
and b;l sin " 

1\s in most ecclesiastical praclkes, thc Sco tch 

Establi shed C hurch, ooth whc n it was E piscopalian, 
and whe n it beca me l'reshytl! rian , dirfe red in the 

ro rlll of baptism of a child from that of lht.! 

English Church , and the !;l\"e r and ba sin wcre 
\'err necessaryatljuncts to the serv ice. 

CO).l).W;.I IO;\" TOI( 1-: ;\:S 
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' l 'lll' [m.cetlun..: was Ilr icfly 

Lhi~ ' ~ -" I ht' child was lh,: ld 

m "l 'r the hasin hy Olle or it:} 

p:l relll S, a nL! Wa le I' W:IS pi Illrl . .:d 
0 11 its fa ce by !lle an !) of 1he 
\aYl'r, which was provil!t:d 

\\" ith a spout. 
Of these l \\"o illte rcst ing 

pcwtcr Yesscis , th t: !a,"l: J' Ius 

passed away, the ba si n onl y 

rL'1:1:lining: but in tile Preshy­

ll' rian churcht:s wlle t'l: the 

fOlll has not s upt:rst: ~kd th e 
11I.:w{e r bas in, I he pbn: (If 

Jhe btlc r Yt:ssc\ ha s bccn 
1:lk":::1 by onc o r more 
prccious meta I. 

C ummunion ' l 'okcll :> \\' c re 

~nothcr feature Or t il e Scotch 

C hurch, both Episcopal :lnd 
Prt:s bytcrian ; and tho ug h, 

s t rictly speaking, they sho uld 

CO lilc r:nhcr under tht: ht:ad 

Ille COIIIIOissell?' 

of co ill s than vl.'sscis . ),l'llh ey 

we re gencrally madt: uf pc\\' " 

te l', and arc ycry inlcrcsling 

bot h in shape and design, 

and for that reaso n r han: 
included a d etailed descrip" 
t ion of the m in this papt: r. 

On e o f Ihe firs t rcfcrc llccs 

10 thclll is madc in a Kirk 
Sess io n's record of G b sgo \\' 

ill 1 j93 ; bllt these c:l rl y Diles 
were madt..:ofll.::ld: tilt..: reason 

for Ih:l1 heing that pcwlc r :11 

th at da te was by 11 0 m eans a 

~ ;ommOll m eta l in Scotland, 

and k:ld was lIlore easi ly 

proeur:!bl t: . In courst: of 
t ime pewte r Ix!c:l1l11..! Iliore 

ge m.: ra ll), man ufadllred :llld 

u1.ilii'.t:d, and nearly all the 

latl..! tokens ;lre of this ll1 c tal. 

The church generally pos­

sessed a sl:'\mp or rnou ld -

" 
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Scotflsit PC7Jterers 

.. lor thC'y were m ;ldl..! in hot h \\'<1)'5"- 1'0 1" til L: matlllf'a ct un.; 

or thL';!': pieces, or Lise. as Kir k Sess io ns' records show, 

ihey were gin:n Ollt to t he village pewterer to m akt..:. 

T hey: ho weve r, I !tl ay m e ntio n , Il l..!n : r ho re the p <...!\\'­

lCi"Cr":<; m,lrks, ami p roba b ly o n tll :!.t accou nt wo uld be' 

!ll:1cic of a baser Itlcta l t ha n o rd in.:t ry pe wter wa rt:. 

T heir shapes \\"0..; 1"": va ril..!d a nd ll ll Ill CroU:-i , the sim ple 
initial ku.c r rcprl..!sclll in ,t.:: Lh e par ish to which th t.: 
church hdQ llgcd being the c;lrlics r. T ht.:n elme the 
addition of a simple Ornallll!nt, such as a small sta r, 
and btcr still the date was :lckk d. 

In th l! scvc tl tl!l! llt h cen t llr y the f:lshio n changed , 
the initials of the mi niskr n:pbci ng that of the parish, 
or else the pa rish initial W ;1.S placed on the other side! 
with or wi thout the date. 

Gradually the y heea me m o re and m orl.! e la l,o r:1tc: 

t he tigll r..: o f a churrh with va rious inscript io ns, includ · 

ing thL: d ate , b l:ing comm o n , unt il t ht.:y reached the 

stage of smug nin etel:nth cen t ury wo rk , so familia r to us 

in coins and medah o f the fl fti t.:s . Now they havt.: bee n 

.. upplan teu by the usc of pape r o r cardboard ti ckets . 

T he mdal O I1 (:S fo rm in te res ting objects for a 

collectioll , a s t hey :HI.! ;tlillost if no t unique ill the 

Church h isto ry of thl: c i\" il izl:d world" 

:\ sho rt d esc r iption of tht.: me thod of us ing th l:sC 

tOkens m ay not prove uninte rest ing, and was as 
foll o ws :-

On a \I"l:l:kday, . , usuall y a Saturday,": the 1ll l: lIl be rs 

of the cong rega t io n who wished to p:u ta ke of t hl: 

Com m unio n all t he fo llo wing SUl1cb y: presente d 

themsch"cs before the m iniste rs and cIders, and 

rceei \"cd each a token: wh ic h had to be dc1 i\"e rt:d up 

before he o r she couiu parUlk l.; o f th l.; Communio n. 

T hest: to ke ns \\"e re not g il'e ll ind isc r iminate ly to a ny 

person who uesired the m , fo r if t hey we re e \"il li\"e rs 

or o the rw ise of no to rious characte r, they we re rd uslCd " 

T his leu to 1l1 ~1l)' a sce ll e at t he dist r ihu t ion ; li n\\"­
lC\'lCr, the m iniste r had genera ll y examilled the <l pp li{': lI lt 

in pri\":lk lirsl, so as to a,"o id such ~cl.;ncs " 

TH E PI !>: 1.EY PIG 
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Und er the same C: lti.: g:o ry a s the CO lllllIunio n tokens 

111 :1)' be included th lC heggars ' h:ldgcs, firs t g r:lntl!d 

hy J a mes the Fifth , 1583, to sick a nd inrll"m per :- ons 

wh o were ch.:st itute, as a lice nce to beg \\' it h in the 
boundaries of certa in c ities or distr icts of Scot l:ln d " 

Th t: re is a re cord o f Ed inburg h being searched fo r 

h \.:gga rs who did no t posscss these hadges, a nd II" h\.: 1\ 
fo und th ese pe rsons we rl.; put o u t o f the ci ty and se ll t 

olf to beg t:hcwhere, a c lir io li s :lnd se lfi sh po licy. 

It was a good way o f kee ping dow n alld t aki ng a 

CI.; II SU S of a vag ra n t and o fte n a lawless po rt ion of 

tilt: popillat ion . Bcs id t:s these common me nd ica nts 

t hc rlC lI"e rl.; o thus who he ld t he ir authority LO beg 

from the so \"e reign direct. T hey were call ed bedes­

me ll, and gcne ratJy be lo nged to som c hospita l, :llld 

1I"0 re a di still ctive blue gown ;\lIcl a pe wte r o r b ra s~ 

badge. Somc of t ll l:sC c urious me ndicants we re, I 
hctit: \"c , in ex istence tilt we lt into the middle of t hl.; 

las t century. 

These badges were gene rally made of Icau , pc wte r 

or o ra ss . I ,ead was the m c tal m ost gcne ra lly e m ­

ployed, tho ug h pe wte r specimen s a re no t ;ll a ll rare j 

thc more ge nc ra l use of lead wo uld most likelyarisc 

fro m the fac t t ha t the llIore valuab ll.; bad ge o f pewter 

o r brass m ight be ea s ily sold if th e pOSseSsor we re 

hard put to, to rai se th e wind, whi le le ad would 

fdc h a l11l 0s t no th ing, pe wter and brass be ing a lmost 

prcc io ll s meta ls a t o ne time in Scot land. 

T he devices s ta mpl.;d upon them wc rc vari cd , 

amo ngst the comlllOllest b eing the recipient's name, 

c ity arms, d ate, d c. 

111 the Glasgo w ci ty accoun ts there is the ite m 

tha t on t he 27th i\ lay , 1575, " R o bert \\'i lsoi n 

Hammerma n \\"es paid 35 Ibs. ~ sh" " (Scots) for 

lIIaki ng of tickds. 
;\11 the aoo \'c p ieces of pcwter whic h I have 

described a re of almost pure ly Scott ish orig in in use 

and lumc, and ha \"e co me down to us a s 1II emor ials 

of hy-gone ages ancl clistom s. 
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THE VALUE OF OLD PEWTER-WARE. 
BY L. INGLEBY WOOD 

D
URING THE COURSE OF THE LAST 

few years specimens of genuine old 
pewter-ware which formerly brought 
only 3. few pence- their price merely 

as old metal- have risen in value to as many 
shillings, or even pounds. This sudden rise in 
price, a lmost unprecedented in the annals of the 
collecting world, has been brought about by the 
fact that the collector has a' last appreciated the 

true antiquarian and decorative value of articles 
made in the alloy known by the name of pewter. 
For the collector of pewter-ware, who is pos­
sessed of any taste or antiquarian knowledge, 
to go into the average dealer's shop in search 
of specimens for his collection is often a 
sare trial. Britannia metal tea-pots, sugar­
basins, cream-jugs plated and unplated, pint 
pots of decadent form, Belgian or German re­
productions, and other rubbish of a similar cha­
racter too numerous to mention, bulk largely 
in what such a dealer is pleased to offer as 

specimens of antique pewter. 
One may very well ask why it 
is that dealers consent to sell 
such rubbish, and the reason is 
not far to seek. In many cases 
both dealer and customer have 
unwisely failed to study the 
li terature which has been pub­
li shed upon the subject. 
It goes without saying that a 
specimen which bears the touch 
or mark of the maker, and the 
other marks which the pewterer 
was accustomed to place upon 
his ware, is more valuable than 
a 5imilar piece that is lacking 
in such details, although many 
delightful specimens are quite 
devoid of marks. 
Between articles made in Bri­
tannia metal and other s imilar 
alloys, and those fashioned from 

SEV,E=-TEE!' TH-CE N T URY ALT!. n C t\ ~ DLEST I CKS A~D GER:'oIAN GU I L D CUI' the genuine pewter alloy, there 
is little real difference, except IS Tin: COLLECTION OF ~llSS IIUMRELL 

U 
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L E ATII ER " Il LACK JA C K, " 
SI X TE E N T![ CE:" TURY 

13"'.USTE n O J{ FLAT ­
LI D DED M E ,\ SU RE , 

SEVENTE I~ l"TI [ C E NTU HY 

S COT CH MEA S U RE , 
PERIOD 1825 - 7 0 

doubtedly the rarest for the 
collector to collect nowadays. 
So rare are specimens of the 
mediceval period, that out of 
the many objects shown at the 
Exhibition of Pewter held in 
Clifford's Inn, a few spoons 
and one or two other pieces 
were all that could be safely 
attributed to even the sixteenth 
century. Pewter church plate 
belonging to this period is 
practically non-existent in lhis 
country, and a burial chalice 
and paten or two is probably 
all that exists to-day.* 

the greater hardness and the slight variation 
of colour of the former. It must be borne in 
mind that, though many of the earlier articles 
composed of Britannia metal have similar 
shapes to pewter-ware, they are lacking in 
one of the ctilef interests so 
dear to the antiquary. The rea-
son of this is that such articles 
were made by workmen who 
worked outside the guilds, and 
the objects they made accordingly 
do not bear the marks proper to 
pewter - ware. For this reason 
specimens of Britannia metal can ---
never have the same monetary 
or sentimental value as pewter 
pieces. In ·the place of the 
pewterer's touch and the other 

Pewter-ware of Roman make, though uncom­
mon, is, curiously enough, not nearly so rare 
as that of medic:eval times, for there are a fair 
number of specimens scattered throughout this 
country and upon the Continent, in museums 

marks, these vessels are usually 
stamped with a figure of a 

T A:-:KA RD, CIRCA 1650 

seated Britannia, the name of the maker, and a 
number, or merely the name or the number. 
Pewter of British craftsmanship prior to the 
sixteenth century, with the exception of such 
small articles as pilgrims' tokens, &c., is un-

S HALI.OW PO RRING ER 

and private collections. Like the pewter-ware 
of the middle ages, it would be very difficult 
to estimate its true value were a specimen 
ever exposed for sale. 
The Guildhall Museum, London, has a certain 

gUA IG H 

'" Since this article was written I 
have seen Mr. Malcolm Bell's book 
"Old Pewter/' in which are illus­
trated three mediceval ecclesiastical 
pieces: a candlestick of the pricket 
form, called the" Gloucester Candle­
stick," attributed to the twelfth 
century i a pyx, fifteenth century j 

and two patens belonging to the 
fifteenth century- all English. The 
existence of these pieces leads one 
to hope that there may be others 
preserved elsewhere, though the 
number must necessarily be small. 
-L. I. W. 
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number of pewter articles, some of which can 
be more or less accurately dated as belonging 
to the latter part of the middle ages. These 
include chiefly pi lgrims' tokens and the like, a 
few spoons, and a miniature reproduction of 
a sixteenth-century wine- or water-ewer. 
Pewter articles of the seventeenth century are 
not par ticularly rare, and the collector may still 
come across pieces of this period, though they 
are far from being numerous. Perhaps the most 
common specimens belonging to the seven­
teenth centuryare the tavern measures,of the type 
known as the baluster or flat-lidded (see page 

344). 
Tankard~, as distinguished from measures which 
have domed or slightly moulded and raised lids, 
also belong to this period, and are on the whole 
rarer than the tavern measures. 
Continental pewter specimens a re so varied, and 
so different in both metal and craftsmanship, 
from those made in Britain, that it is very diffi­
cult to value them at all in re lation . Roughly 
speaking, foreign pieces of s in1ilar date and u se 
are worth perhaps 50 per cent. less than those of 
British craftsmanship. When the specimen is at 
all an uncommon one, it would be most difficult 
to estimate its value. 
Whatever make of pewter-ware the collector de­
sires to collect, the most numerous objects that 
he will find will undoubtedly be those which were 
manufactured during the eighteenth and early 
years of the nineteenth centuries. 

Those objects which were made during the first 
part of the eighteenth century are, of course, the 
rarest, and specimens w hich date from that time 
to the middle of the last half are the most de­
sirable to have, for, at a later date, the shapes 
began to deteriorate, and soon went at a rapid 
pace from bad to worse . 
Foreign pewter-ware, however, did not suffer in 
this deterioration of form to nearly such an ex­
tent as did that of British workmanship, though 
very inferior metal was used at this time, and 
indeed at all others. 
A search round any of the smaller Belgian or 
French towns will reveal the not uninteresting 
fact that there are sti ll craftsmen working at the 
trade of the pewterer. These craftsme n are not 
generally engaged in the making of spurious 
ar ticles, though some may do so, but turn out 
such s imple articles as plates, jugs, and the like, 
often of shapes extant about a hundred and 
fifty years ago. These articles still continue to 
be bought and used by the poorer classes. So 
many articles of this quite modern make of 
pewter-ware, and others but half a century 
olde r, h3.ve found their way into the dea lers' 
shops in this country, that a considerable drop 
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has been brought about in the value of foreign 
pewter-ware generally. 
The pewter objects which were designed and 
made by Briot and his contemporaries and suc­
cessors, are to be found in many of the museums 
of England and the Continent. Articles of 
this type, when the maker is known, always 
fetch a big price when exposed for public sale . 
For example, an ewer and dish designed by Briot, 
and cast by Gaspard Enderlein, were recently 
offered for sale at Christie's and brought the 
large price, for pewter, of £54 '7s. Whatever 
value articles of this particular type of pewter­

E:-;'GLISH 
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were made and can be traced to other English 
towns are comparatively rare. 
Edinburgh and Glasgow turned out the most 
pewter-ware in Scotland during the eighteenth 
as well as the sixteenth and seventeenth cen­
turies. Specimens of Scottish pewter-ware of 
all times, with the exception of those made 
during the early years of the nineteenth century, 
are about 50 per cent. more valuable than corre­
spondin g English ware. The same thing may 
be said of the ware made at Dublin and Cork, 
the only towns in Ireland which appear to 
have manufactured pewter-ware to any extent. 

ware may possess in the eyes of the 
antiquary, the manner in which 
they are overloaded with minute 
cast and raised ornament entirely 
detracts from the proper character 
of the a Hoy, since the method of 
treatment belongs more rightly to 
the sister craft of the si lversmith. 
Plates of various periods make a 
very interesting and always deeOl"a­
tive item of a collection. A collec­
tion of plates should be got together 
w ith a view to securing as many 
different craftsmen's touches and 
town marks as possible, as there is 
little varied design amongst this 
class of articles. London, during the 
course of the eighteen'th century, 
w ill, of course, yield the majority 
of specimens, whilst those which 
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Brussels, Bruges, Ghent, Paris, and many other 
of the larger Continental towns, were responsible 
for the plates of foreign make. 
Plates should be valued from three points of 
view. First, their shape, which generally fixes the 
period they belong to . The narrow, moulded 
rim of the small plate of the seventeenth c~ntury, 

and the extra broad-rim of the large deep plate 
of the same period, and earlier, are points of 
specimens which are not common. Second ly , 
the general good condition of the piece. 
Thirdly, most important, the presence and clear­
ness of the craftsman's and other marks. 
Plates of an unusually large size- which in­
cludes anything over twenty-six inches in 
diameter- are uncommon, and whether marked 
or not, are valuable for their decorative effect 
and their rarity. 
Church pewter-ware of medi reval times, and of 
Continental make, is occasionally to be got, 
though , of course, it is necessarily rare , and 
always fetches a big price when it comes upon the 
market. 
Flagons, chalices, and communion cups and 
plates, all ecclesiastical, which date from the 
seventeenth century down to the early years of 
the nineteenth, always obtain very good prices--­
prices very often qui te out of proportion to the 
age of the vessels. A flagon , chalice, or paten, 
belonging to the ea.rly years of the seventeenth 
century, is naturally worth three or four times 
the price of a similar piece made in the beginning 
of the nineteenth century. The publ ic, however, 
have such a profound belief that all pewte; is of 
equal value, that the writer knows of cases in 
which ecclesiastical and other specimens of bad 
design , and more or less modern make, have 
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brought prices equal to and above those of an 
antique or beautiful character. 
Communion vessels belonging to dissenting 
church bodies in England and Scotland, though 
by no means uninteresting, are not so valuable as 
those belonging to the parent Churches. In 
England the regulations in force concerning the 
disposal of ecclesiastical plate have been and still 
are more or less strict, with the result that very 
little pewter belonging to the Church of England 
has found its way of late years into the market. 
Dissenting churches are, as a rule, not ham­
pered by such a regulation about their church 
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property, and the consequence 
is that many pieces belonging 
to these churches have been 
bought and sold since the col­
lecting of pewter-ware came 
into vogue. 
The Established Church of Scot­
land had not the same scruples 
as the Church of England about 
sell ing their old pewter vessels, 
though there is now a much 
stronger feeling against the 
dissociation of such vessels 
from the church to which they 
belong. 
Many of the later church vessels 
in both England and Scotland 
are of very bad design, often 
made of Britannia metal, and 
are certainly not worth the room 
that they would occupy in a col­
lection . 
Many dealers in Scotland insist 
upon se ll ing all large plates, of 
the deep or soup plate type, as 
genuine colle ction plates, such 
as were, and are sti ll in a few 
places, a feature of the kirk 
door. 
Plates sold under such a descrip­
tion should always be regarded 
with suspicion , unless engraved 

m GHTE E" ...... ·CENTU R V HOWL , 
I NSCRIU E D .. S I R , YOUR 

QUART E R I S U P " 



THE VALUE OF OLD PEWTER-WARE 349 

with the name of the church 
from whence they purport to 
come (such as the Alloa dish in 
Colonel Good ' s collection), and 
should not be bought as collec­
tion plates, unless this, or other 
evidence of asatisfactory nature, 
is forthcoming. This type of 
large plate was not only used 
for church collection purposes, 
but for the common household 
uses, in both England and Scot­
land. 
Pewter measures of all kinds 
form a most interesting collection, but here, 
again, the collector must be on his guard to buy 
only what is rare, and not to be inveigled into 
giving large prices for types which have not yet, 
or have only just, gone out of use. 
The baluster, or flat-lidd ed type of measure, of 
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English or Scottish make, is one of the most in­
teresting sorts to collect, and a set, or ra.ther a 
series of sets, showing the evolution of these mea­
sures from the leather" black-jack" in the six­
teenth century down to the forms they assumed 
in more recent times, is a valuable possession. 

, 

Very large measures, of a gallon and 
two gallons capacity, with lids, which 
belong to the seventeenth, or first half 
of the eighteenth centuries, are always 
valuable from their rarity alone. 
A type of measure which is only 
common in Scotland, and which goes 
by the name of the" tappit-hen," is 
a lways bought eagerly by collectors, 
and some exorbitant prices have been 
obtained for specimens during the 
course of the last year or two. We give 
an illustration of an interesting group 
of II tappit-hens " belonging to Colonel 
H. N. B. Good 's excellent collection. 
Single measures of this type are to 
be bought almost any day in any of 
the large towns of Scotland, but a 
complete set of all the units, pint 
( = three English pints), II chopin," 
" mutchkin," and the still smaller 
sizes of U half-mutchkin," gill, and 
half-gill, are not so easily found. 
Candlesticks of the seventeenth and 
early eighteenth centuries, and earlier, 
are of the most valuable of their kind. 
The majority of pewter candlesticks 
that are to be got now are those of 
the la te eighteenth century, and 
though not particularly valuable, are 
usually graceful in design. 

EXGLISH COMM U NI O N FLAGON FROM MIOH U RST C HURC Il 

Of the many things that were made 
in pewter, spoons older than the latter 
half of the eighteenth century are the I:> SOUTII li:E:> i l:> GTO:> MUSEU )! 
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most difficult to ·procure. Although these articles 
mustatall times have been made in largequantities, 
yet they were easily broken and lost, facts which 
account for the rarity of specimens of any age to­
day. The collector of pewter-ware cannot expect 
toescape altogether scot-free from the wiles of the 
maker of spurious specimens, or from those who 
are in the habit of representing that a particular 
article is an example. of such and such a period, 
when it is nothing of the kind. Without taking 
into account the large numbers of plates, jugs, 
measures, and other such simple articles which, 
as has been mentioned, are still made for 
household purposes in many Continental towns, 
and are not intended to be sold as antiquities, 
there are yet others of French, Belgian, or 
German make which are nothing more nor less 
than forgeries. These pieces include copies of 
rare and valuable church pieces, chalices, 
ciboriums, patens, and the like. 
Measures of Belgian manufacture, which bear a 
slight resemblance to the smaller sizes of 
(j tappit-hen/' are often sold as these vessels. 
They are, however, but the product of to-day. 
At Dinan in Brittany, and most probably in 
other towns of France, nearly every dealer has a 
large stock of cast-pewter plates and dishes 
bearing the badge of Fran90is I. and coats-ol­
arms of variou s noble families. 

These particular reproductions have from time to 
time brought large prices when sold as genuine in 
this country, and it is scarcely necessary to state 
that such pieces are of no value at all to the 
antiquarian collector, though, of course, were 
they genuine they would be very valuable. 
Another fraud which is often practised is that of 
passing off the French and Jersey cider and wine 
measures as genuine /j tappit-hens/' the two 
types of vessels being very similar. Such afraud is, 
however, impossible in the case of a collector who 
has seen a genuine specimen of II tappit-hen." 
In Scotland nearly every pewter bowl, large or 
small, is sold as a christening bowl - a statement 
which should be doubted, unless there is very 
good evidence that the vessel has been used for 
that purpose. 
In the same way the small double-handled 
shallow porringers, or cups, of French, Dutch, or 
Belgian make are frequently passed off on the 
unwary as specimens of quaighs, which are 
purely Scottish vessels, and rare in pewter. 
Dishes, plates, and ordinary litre measures of 
Continental manufacture, which are decorated 
with coats-of-arms, &c., in repousse, are to be 
looked upon with the utmost suspicion. In 
many cases genuine enough old specimens have 
been treated and spoilt in this manner. An 
examination of the back of such a plate will 
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clumsy to deceive any 
but the veriest beginner. 
Perhops one of the 
neatest frauds which has 
come under the observa­
tion of the writer is the 

HOI. I. I NG-P I N WITH pgWTER I t ,\ N0 1. ES 

making of spurious re­
productions of the II tap­
pit hen" measures. So 
good are some of these 
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reveal the fact that the repousse design has been 
carried out after the craftsman had placed h is 
touch upon the orig inal piece. The mark will 
be found to be hammered up into the back of the 
design. A year or two ago the writer visited an 
establishment in Antwerp, in which a large staff 
of workmen were employed making such articles, 
and others of a more elaborate character. The 
trade in these II reproductions ," to use a mild ex­
pression, must have been considerable, judging 
from the numbe r of men employed, and the large 
s tock in the (j magasin ./I 
Forged marks upon pewter-ware are, happily, 
rare in England, but they are not a ltog..: ther 
unknown , whilst the engraving of a coat-of· 
a rms, inscription, or other simi lar device upon 
plates is by no means uncommon. 
The replacing of missing parts of tankards, 
measures, &c., with new ones, or others bor ­
rowed from si milar pieces, is too well known to 
need description, whi lst the frauds are often too 
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forgeries that even the 
seasoned collector is deceived by them. Some 
of the larger specimens, which appear more 
difficu lt to make than the smaller sizes, are 
dented, and ini t ialled, in the same rough way 
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a s are the genuine pieces . They are further 
made to appear more like the real thing by 
being eaten into, and blackened, with a cid . 
There is every reason to beli eve that these par­
ticular reproductions have their origin in Glas­
gow, and, from the class of work turned out, 
the maker is obviously a skilled pewterer. 
Dealers will certainly do well to be on their 
guard against these forgeries, for if their sale is 
allowed to continue a fa ll in value of the genuine 
pieces is inevitable . 
Many dealers are fond of labell ing every piece of 




