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Sticky Note
Charles Rowed was collecting in 1908 according photographs found.
This book was published in 1920.
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RAISON D'E1'RE

Tnrs book is ausritten, and thc illustrations prepared,
inainly to inspi>e, inform and amuse Amateur Collectors,
In tipis I t rust i t >viii bc successful, but I further hopc
that i t may a r rest thc a t tcntion and st imulate the
intercst of many othcr readcrs,

TjIE AUTHOR.
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C OLLECTING A S A PA S T I M E

REFLECTIONS

T)tERr. is a cause for everything, Are antique collectors
born or are they made? I s the craze inherent, or do

circumstances or environment create the craving? Hosv
in later life do early associations influence our peculiar
fancies? Possibly my seven years as a choir-boy at
Q'inchester Cathedral attending services and practices

there fifteen times iveekly, being boarded at the Bishop's
Palace, and pla>eng garnes under the shadoiv of the ruins
of Q'olvesey Castle may have laid impressions ivhich

tended to render me susceptiblc to the media.val. Afy
reflections bring to mind my singing at the enthronement
of Bishop Samuel AVilberforce, and seeing the bones of
King Rufus taken out of his tomb and laid in skeleton
form on the floor of the chancel. In those times a man
evas not considered too old at forty, as the Dean was doing
bis little bit at ninety. To go bacl st il l farther, ivhen
quite a small boy I lay for iveeks vvith abroken leg, vvhich
had to be broken a second time ohrring to poor setting, in a
room out of >vhich there ans a secret chamber for hiding
those "svanted" in the good old days. This ancient
home iwrith its pointed gables and svindosss evas suitably
named " Gothic Lodge," and is near Southampton, close
to a house in svhich Lord Jellicoe's grandfather resided.

Anyone knosying IVinchester srill be familiar iwrith the



Collecting as a Pastime
picture of "The Trusty Scrvant," and illustrative of the
extraordinary things a collector may come across in liis
rambles, I found a good print of this in a nicc old maple
frame hanging in a dark sliop of a dingy street in a drab
ton+ in thc North of England, and, of coiirse, I purchased

it (Plate ii, facing p, zy).

O O O O

The rostnim shook u ider the tlnid of thc fist of the
reformed prizefighter, an 3 thc hall rcverbcratc<l svith liis
stentorian exclamation. " A l i - li-h-li, my f r iends, ivhat
i rill the drunkard do for drink? " Al l o d mc j i is t t o
i vhispcr, "IVhat davon't the col1ector dn for c»rios F " I t
is generally un<Ierstood tliat there is l ionesty amoiig
thieves. Tliis mamay be so — not bcing a mcmber of that
f raternit I cay nno t v ouch for its accuracy. That t h is
desirable attribute prevails amongst the majori ty of
antique dealers andd collectors is to my mind open
question. You kno
unless ou kno

knoiv you cannot dn yourself j i isticc
y pv mo r c t l ian tlic other fellen i>, 4<iiil"

in liis turn, if you are a stran
and so you both phy Brer Rabbit.

e a s ranger, treats yoii ivith suspicio»

I evas oncc oin tg g hr ough a collcction acquired b '
a professional gentleman an y

en ion to a very good figure of Nelson ivhicl
eman, and )ie callcd m)

n ormed me lic l d b ' a "
figure

ia o t a ined at a b
evas in a shop run b an a ' 'a bargain price. Thc

'se nglishman, svho askcd fiftc enshH gs on y n ie , p o •

poin ed out that tlie fi r e o
arm thc alien said hsai e had not notic

igure only possessed one

the price to ei h

t io of ho t
eig teenpencc. I su s

' ed that and dropped

nes y resolves itself i
into a matter of con­



Reflections
science, and arve must realise that tl iis is a commodity
liable to rlegrees of elasticity ivhich can be regulated
ivithout a great deal ol effort to suit the demand reqiusite

for tlic nccasinn.

Did you evcr knoiv a collector givc aivay anything
from his special line? I oncc liad a little Lceds Pottery
cottage (impresscd mark) prcssingly offered me out of

pure good ivill by a dealer, ivho altliough lic evas only half
a collector ivas a ivho]c-hcartcd Christian, and I ivish he
iverc still in thc flesh to read this fond reference to his
genial »rbanity, but lie lias gone aloft.

Open confession is good for tlic soul, and I feel at this
point I m»st unburdcn my conscicnce after alluding to
othcrs ivhosc fcclings may have becn disturbed by my
thcorics, On one occasion a very old and valucd friend

evas giving a cliarity bazaar at liis residence, so he asked
me to contributc somc of my old peivtcr. Aly friend and

I had much in common, but lic little knet what he evas
asking of mc thcn or ivith ivhat pangs of heart-burning
those tivcnty picccs >vcrc selccted, packed, and forivarded,

vvitli a lying letter czprcssing thc plcasure I feit,
e O O

Onc othcr outstanding instance of generosity comes
vividly to my mind. E a rly on, ivhen I could talk of
nothing but old pcivtcr, I spent an afternoon svith a
friend vvho still resides in a hamlct, thc name of ivliich I
Aughton't to disdosc. I I e spccialiscs in old porcelain
and young pullets, together ivith rare bits and roses.
At the time I evas almost in despair because I could drop
on no peivter dislies. Imagine my delight svhen I received

3



Collecting as a Pastime
anonymously three good marked specimcns from thc

residential district aforesaid. On meeting the donor and

overnhclming hirn ivith my profusion of gratitudc, he
remarkcd, " Look here, old man, you nccdn't makc such

a fuss about it. Thc fact is my ivifc camc across these
dishcs ehen spring cleaning, and shc askcd mc to get

them out of the ivay, so I scnt thc bally things off to you."
4 O O O

I have alluded to the inßuence the collecting crazc may
h ave on the conscicncc, and on the gift of charity. T h e
b um de o 'p denoting the latter varies very considerably in
individuals as ', as in some cases it is reported to be un­
disccrnible b ty the most gifted phrenoloyst, yet arve each
think our oma svn so abnormally developed that ivc lvonder
hoiv ivc kee ourp ur hats on. As an instancc of the )vay in
svhich the mania mmay take hold of the common sense con­
tained in a brain ococcupied ivith big undertakings, and
large financial uestioq t i ons, let me givc you an instance.

At a shop on Biackpool Pier I noticed an l l l

pa y g i lded, and learnt it bad bclon ed
' g se Fowdroyaut,zhich evas svrecked therc in z8

y knet „,c nd ~v
u i e t o h ave it . H e ans ver

li d h d ha s osvn me xoth ride the
i 11 tothcdio e i splayof these, ivhichi he had accumulatedregardless of cost.o cost. I purchased t

he block for a guinea
up, sent it off to the J

o he South of Eng and
r rain, and,svrotc sa ~n

s apng ivh t I h d
ic sc emes matured or svhat l ..

'p p
is poiverful b n d o t ol , I

ut in the evening of the follosving day I

4



Reflections
received an urgent telegrafen sapng the pulley-block had
not yet arrived, and ivould I t race it forsvard? No t
ivhy cnuld not a man of his ezperience and resource have
ivaited more than tivelve hours after getting my letter for
a thing like that to come 25o miles by train, ivithout

giring ine extra trouble, svhen I had already put myself out
of the svay to give hirn a little pleasure? I f orgave hirn
ivhen I received his note of thanks, and he never met me
afteraards ivithout refemng to my thoughtfulness on his
behalf.

O O

Soon after I started I had the advantage of com­
paring notes ivith a medical friend, svho had a decided
penclrant for antiques, and he diagnoscd collecting as a
discase on ivliich he considered himself an authority, if
not a specialist, as his knoivledge had been acquired by
constant practice. His faculties svere so acute that

on one occasion svhile feeling the pulse of a patient he
lost count of the beats through catching sight of a
Bartolozzi print hanging near the bed. He evas pleased
to say the patient recovered her health, and he obtained
the Bart olozzi.

Furthcr evidence in support of this theory is the case
of a minister ivho, after seeing my collection for the first

time, could not sleep, but lay avvake svondering in ivliich
of the houses in his parish he had seen any pesvter. Nay
I not carry this a step further svithout giving offence, by
suggesting that ivhen thoughts require to be concentrated
on less xvorldly things, svhile paying his consoling risits he
should spend much of the time ivith both eyelids closed?
Be this as it may, he has secured a number of bargains.

B C
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Another instance came under my noticc through

seeing a letter from a ivealthy merchant, the ramifica­
tions of whose business are ivorld-wide, in ivhich hc stated

he had been poking about slums, and had picked up tivo
pepper-pots for a fcw coppers. Consequently he could

not see his way to offer more than three shillings for tvvo
svhich had been advertised for four shillings.

0 4 O O O

I have discovered among my press cuttings an article
which appeared in the Tonics, August zz, rgro, and I
should like you to read the following extract:­

ON COLLECTORS
I ) ~ )The collector s instinct seems to be a curious by-product

of the huhuman mind; and not only of the human minrl, for
magpies, monkeys, and even dogs, sometimcs have it. KVhcn
a dog makes a store of bones, old and entircly flcshlrss, he is
like the collc ctor who kccps obsolete things just because th«v
are obsolete. A uscd postage stamp is to a man vvhat a bonc
without fiesh is to a dog; hut thc collector of postagc stamps
gocs further than thc dog, in that he prcfers an nid osta 'c
stam to ap ncw o ne, vvhile no dog howcver arde t l l

n a ro cctor
of boo o nes vvithout Acsh, would not rat l l ' bo

>er agave a bonc with
Q esh on it. Yet there is more method ' t l }e i in ic h uman collector,
since hc ahvays has bcforc hi th 'd

im e i c a l o f i c o m l o te
collection, whereas no dog ro h Dl ' ,

og, probably, evcr
acquiring specimcns of all th d f f -' f

c i erent kinds of
ds ideal of a com lete c

usual spur of thc h p e e collection is thc
ic uman collector; and oft

-o - c-way things in thc ho
e- op of at ta g t .
e spur of rivalry, and be

co cctors of tlungs that no
>a no one eise collects.

es to have at least one rival v h
vv' om he
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may out-do, and from whom perhaps he may steal; for ihc
collcctor's instinct is soinetimes too strong for the most

)ionest of mcn, so tliat tlicy comc to rcgard stealing as only a
bo)d and skilful kind of collccting. Thcy woiild never steal
anything cxccpt w)iat t l icy collcct ; bu t i n s tealing a fine
spccirnen t)icy are only rcctifying t )ic in iquity o f c l iance
w)iic)i has givcn tl iat specimcn to an ignoramus who does
not dcservc it. I o r t l icm collecting is a gamc, and stcaling
is not a brcach of tlie rulcs. I ndccd, thcre is only one breach
of t l i e r u )es, v iz : — forging. H u t e v en f o rgerics make
collecting morc cxciting; and perhaps thcy are not really a
brcacli of the ru)cs, hut only an addcd complication in the

gainc, a naiv kind of bunker, so to speak, which tests the
ski)) of thc playcr."

Grcat minds think alike l Oh, thank youl

In my numero»s calls I liave nn)y nnce been openly
t reatcd ivit)i suspicion, ani) t l iat ) iappcncd in a county

town w)iic)i boasts of an imposing jail . Possibly the
cxistence of that niassive pile ivith its undcsirable inmates
l iad given cause to t l ic local ant iqiie dcalcr to bc ever

( lmibtfii l nf l i i s v is i tors, i l f y f r i end and I ha d l ef t t h e

motor at t l i c l i o tcl , found n smal l s l iop crowdcd iv i th

antiqiics, opcncd thc door, w)iich evas of the stable pattern
in tsvo scctions, and eva)kcd in. A f ter a few minutes,
diiring svhic)i ive wcre cxamining cuiios, and making
a»dih)c commcnts, the proprictor came out of the back,
and demanded to know hoiv ivc got in.

" Througli t lie door."

" Yes, but w)iy didn't you ring thc hell i."
" Perhaps the beil is out of order."

7
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" No, that davon't ivash, I knoiv your sort."

He was irate, so arve left hirn in possession. l ify friend
was very indignant, and evas not appeased svhen I liinted
that the unpleasant incident svould not have occurred if I

had been by myself.
O

I do not envy those ivho go to auction roorns or large
antique premises, buy a cart-load in one afternoon, ivrite
out a cheque, and have the goods kecked at the door

l ike a load of coal. I l l ave alivays been plea~d tl iat I
started and luve kept on buying my f inds in p -nny
numbers, and now I am able to put them in volume form
I am weil rewarded for my persistence.

Like the lady who never inade lier tea the r ight
stren tngth, because she liad a ponr eye for meas»rin"
d istances, I a t tempt no est imate of t l i e m i les I l i a v e

travelled in pursuit of the garne. I have mntored as far
north as Das Dunbar xvith success, made discoveries in Dover,
found dishes in Devonshire, turned iip t reas»res ivhen
touring the Iwkes, and been over to I reland for pesvter.

Refiections on these journeys are constantly arising as
my cye lights on one or other of the nuinerousrnerous specimens
wluch adorn my home, and I am truly tliankful that I
turned my attention to the collectin of a t '
way I have doneway ave done, thereby providing myself svith a astime
wluch has been beneficial to the bo e ody and mind of a busy

In my narration I hope I ma not
y o < h d

e i a am egotistical, desirous of
goiv it all , make no

pick up notf ' b t bung ut bargains. Iung t b ' . must pl ead guilty of

8






















































































































