































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































168 LEATHER DRINKING VESSELS IN ENGLAND

; ' ind) in hi ' beer vessels
j ulres capientes 1j lagenas wvini) in his study.' Two leather : sel
Eﬁn;ﬂri'ere Ifrobabl_y ]bott?es, were bought for Durham Abbey at a coste r?af.r 1?:3 n
1459. They held two gallons and are described as “ obbis de cokrlo pr.c}) c g
Such things varied in value, but as poor material or workmanship Wf ko
bidden, the difference would chiefly depend on the plainness or otherwise :3 fl
treatment ; and on theirsize. 'When used by the poorer classes they were ge-,nIE:Ira tjz
the property of their employers. In 1517 the Canons of St. I}-Iary? f’hno;y, sl‘i?ne
ingdon, gave 3d. for ‘“a botell for the neteherd.”s The Convent of the u%u A
Order of St. Bridget at Sion Abbey, Middlesex, purchased two leather lc::a es
for 1s. 3d. each in 1530, and the same entry shows that they were for tlf} uslc
of the carter.t They were, however, still used by _tlle heads of mpnastcruis as well
as by their servants. In a journal kept by William Moore, Prior of \\Brcester,
he records that in 1532 he bought in London “ two letherne bottells.‘ for zs.
This journal of the last Prior, which is still in the old gate-tower of the Cathedral
precincts, is a paper folio, bound in vellum, containing memoranda, and accounts
of his personal expenses.s _
There seems reason to believe that the Prior kept these bottles at one of his
granges for his own use. He probably used them in travelling, and in the chase.
The leisured classes, including the occupants of monasteries, were extremely fond
of hunting, hawking, and fowling.
Of Chaucer’s monk, we are told that

" Greyhoundes he hadde as swift as fowel in flight ;
Of prickyng and of huntyng for the hare,
Was al his lust, for no cost wolde he spare.”’

In such pursuits a wine bottle of leather, such as those of the Prior of Finchale,
capable of holding two gallons of wine, would be more in harmony with the tastes
of the times than the modern pocket flask. Nor were their views as to “ sport ”’
at all like ours ; the numbers of nets, luring bells and other sporting implements
ere very numerous in Prior Moore’s diary and suggest very business-like methods
for securing the wild fowl and game which was everywhere so plentiful.

A favourite residence of Prior Moore was his grange at Crowle, which, as may
be seen by the sketch at Fig. 55, was a beautiful building. It was till fifty years
ago intact with its chapel, great hall, and even the moat, an account of the making
of which is recorded in the diary. This old grange, at which the two leather
bottles were probably kept, was in 1860 destroyed, for no apparent reason, by the
g\\]'cnur, who was killed shortly after. One can only regret that it was not shortly
efore.

[t will be noticed that in later records the bottles are more [requently specified
as leathern.  1In the year 1523 the Priory of Durham paid fourpence for mending
one, as the following marginal note occurs in the Bursar’s accounts : pro emenda-
cione unius botellae de corio 4d.”” Also at the Monastery on Holy Island, when

1 Priory of Finchale, Surtees Soc. Vol. VI, p. 156.
A count Rolls, Surtees Soc. Vol, IX,, p. 86.
Nichols' Illustrations of Manners and Expenses, 1797 292
A qulrli‘y of Agriculture and Prices, (Rogers). Vol. ‘l\:'.p. ‘.Gll'i
Tlus AS has now been printed by the Worc, Historica Societ
Liber Bursarii Ecclesiae Dunelmensis," Vol. XVIIIL., Surtees S!:u: p. 293
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" the State of the Housc as quitted by John Castell, Prior of the same, A.D. 1533,”
was recorded, there were in the buttery *“ ij drynkyng crosys, 6 cups, and 2 lether
bottelles, ™

At the College of Lingfield in Surrey in 1545 there were two butteries, each
containing leather vessels, In ““ The Botry ” were ““ It'm ij lethern Jacks viijd.
It'm A lcthern Bottell iijd.””  Also in “ The Botry next the kechyn " there was
A lethern Bottell of a Galon iiijd."”* Among the goods of Jane Lawson, last
Prioress of Nesham, at the house to which she retired on a pension at tht; Dis-
solution, there werce at her death in 1557 “ A lether bottell and a puder basinge,”
worth twenty pence in the buttery’ An inventory taken at the Dissolution
of the Priory of Minster in Kent, gives ** j lether pot and a woode tankard " in
the ™ Greate Bathe " amongst much pewter.*

Ihese examples are not very numerous, but together with those in Chapter III.
g{ltt\h{\:{l :[l.‘livelt'lj 11@1@511'};&&: ’thie use of leather vessels in the domestic departments
e : ',_( dn qne'mtl‘r odl.c.-» which foqr hundred years ago were approaching

(e end, and of whosc halls and refectories there remain but the turf—cll;.d founda-
tions, or bare deserted chambers wherein is now

" No mark of leathern jack or metal can,
No cup, no horn, no hospitable token.”

Al
1y

Unm
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e
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LEATHERN VESSELS IN CHURCHES.

Vessels of leather, being as a rule a part of the domestic outfit of those old
communitics, were a feature of the refectory rather than the church, but they
were also used for more strictly ecclesiastical purposes.

Chalices of a kind of leather are mentioned in Ducange’s Glossary, in which
he quotes the following from the Edict of the Council of Treves which met in

I Raine's North Durham.

2 Surrey Archaeological Collections, Vol. VII,, p. 236.

4 Wills and Inventories, Vol 11, of Surtees Soc., p. 157.
4 Archaeologia Cantinna. Vol VII,, p. 295,
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1310 :" * We forbid that anyone shall presume any flurt(}iler tofclrfllf(i)eritre 3¥1£1;$503§
rovince, with a chalice of wood or glass or tin or lead or o : :
{}:fr i\hln[‘lt-l?drrl or of bronze.” It may reasonably be doubted, however, if the reading
is correct, for under peutreum in the same edition of Ducange tlfc samfeg;mtigﬁg
is given with peutre lor pelle, a variation which, apart from the context, p
l-ub;/)w’z‘rum a word used in mediaeval inventories for pewter.s " T
i AT S e 'n used for the purposes of ““ bottling

Bottles in early times were not often l-l“i;d p 10 11 Eih st
as it is now understood, this having been but little pra_ctn,ed till the x¢ 1'131’.
' as they were used for the carrying, not the
storing, of liquor. Glass bottles were very
rare before the 15th century, and for a long
time after were only used for things of a
precious or very perishable nature. After
this time bottles of metal became more
common, though they were not usually of
large size like the leather ones.

The leather bottle being the ordinary
bottle of the country till the 16th century
it was not strange that it should find its
way into churches, as a receptacle for the
sacramental wine, Such vessels were not
likely, however, to be described as leather
bottles till others were becoming well known.
In the Churchwarden’s Accounts for the
parish of Leverton in Lincolnshire is the
entry under the year 1528 “ For a wine
bottell ijd."s The material is not stated,
" but there is evidence in another entry occur-

l'ig. 62 ring immediately after, “for sesening of ye

Doorway to Church House, Ludlow, wyne bottel jd.,” which satisfied the editor

T of the accounts that it was made of leather,
fop _{'&\_n i\lL-:'“?-la.-l l_il tfnfl :_-[1_1|__1rchwardc-115 c;J:'f \\lqg. Bucking__hamshire, paid 1s. 6d.
i o€ wyne bottel for the qllurch. ¥ which, not being of leather, did not
require seasoning. In a volume of accounts in All Saints’ Church Hereford, is
an mventory of clulrthngoods in which, under the date 1621, is the entry : “ T4,
XII BII'IL'“S.HI leather,” which seem to have been botells. As in those days wine
was drawn from the wood, these church bottles were no doubt used for carrying
It from some neighbouring cellar or more frequently from the nearcst town.
Items of expense incurred in so carrying it are very frequent in old church accounts,
as for instance at Cratfield in 1592, ** pd. for iij pyntes of wynne againste Whissone
Sundday xviijd. Pd. to James Falle for fetching it from Hollsur 1jd.”’®

1" Tuterdicimus ne quis eorvm cum calice ligneo vel vitreo vel stanneo vel Plumbeo vel de Pelte vel de auricalco

vel de olectro infra nostram provinciam wlterius celebyave presumate.”—Ducange, Paris, 1845, Vol. V.,
. 183.

2 Vol ?"i, 1. 183, Col. 2.

3 In the will of Hugh Grantham of York, proved in 1409, " j quart o'la de peltro, j dosan vasibus peltri,
it vasis peltri ** occurs. " Testa. Lbor.," Vol. XLV, of Surtees Soc., p. 48.

4 Archuvologin, Vol, NLT

5 Archavologia. Vol. XXXV,

6 Cratfield Parish Papers, 1895, p. 120.
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In the parish church of Haxey in Yorkshire a fine leather bottle of about
a vallon was in modern times discovered, with other lumber of ecclesiastical char-
acter, at the bottom of a disused cupboard. As will be seen by the sketch at

Fig. 61, it is a late development of the keg-shaped bottle and has a rich piece
of conventional ornament stamped into

the side, over which is the date 17009.
There can be little doubt that its pur-
pose was to contain the Communion
wine ; indeed the local tradition is to
that effect, and it has been exhibited
at several Church Congresses.

Before the Reformation all churches
and most chantry chapels had, in addi-
tion to the chalice and paten, with phials
and cruets for oil, flagons for carrying §
wine and water.  These in the wealthier
minsters were of silver, but in smaller
churches of pewter, tin or wood. Oc- g
casionally they were of leather. In an
inventory at the Public Record Office, of
the goods of the chantry at La Mountroy
College, Wells, in 1545, is the item: “1j &
potts of lether, valewid at jd.”

They were also used in churches in
later times. Strypes “‘ Memorials Ecclesi-
astical,” quotes a MS, warrant of Novem-
ber, 1550, to Sir Rafe Sadler, to deliver
Robert Bassok, Sergeant of the vestry, : -
various surplices, cloths for the table of Fis 3. Ludiow Church from Fast, showing the
the chiapel, table-cloths for the body of el House
the chapel, albs, books, etc.,, a little pot and a guispin and a pair of tin
cruets. In Cripps’ ' Old English Plate,” ** lether tankards’’ are mentioned as

i i g « i 1 urch is not
()L‘['L“rlnb’ n a Cl]lll (TI'I account 1n 156?, but thﬂ name Df the C.h
”i\‘i*ll nor any I'eft?l'()n(.'t.' to t]]e document. On thE samao page a church
= —ddy

inventory is quoted in which was “a penny tanckerd of wood used as a holy
water stock.” . ‘ )
Icather pots of various sizes were used in the Chapel Royal at Whitehall,
in the reign of Charles I1., as appears by a Royal warrant still existing, in these
terms @ ' Charles R. We will and command you that immediately upon sight
liereof you deliver or cause to be delivered unto our well beloved servant Thomas
Hivnes, I2sq., Sergeant of our Vestry, for the use of our Chapell these parcells
following,” that is to sav, four surplices, etc., the “ parcells "’ specified being
chiefly vestments, but Bibles, Communion books, silk points for the * coapes,”
and " three black jacks, three gispens and one perfuming pan of iron,” were
included in the list. ‘' The warrant was given under oure signett at our Palace
of Westminster the 4th day of May in the 15th year of our reigne, 1663,” and
was addressed to “ our Rt. trusty and Rt. wellbeloved cousin and councellor
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Edwarde Itarle of Sandwich, Master of our great Wardrobe.” The whole of the
articles are stated to be * for the use of our Chapell,” but it is quite probable that
these black jacks and the leather mugs or “ gispens ** were intended for moistening
the throats of the choristers. Not long before that time, in 1640, Eton College
gave for “a Black Jack for the choristers ’’ three shillings and fourpence.”

It is likely that the black jacks in churches were, after the 16th century,
most generally for the use of the choir-men. Church organs were few, and the
singing was frequently accompanied by a band
of musicians who performed on the bassoon, the
bass-viol, the fiddle, and other instruments. It
is proverbial that these minstrels were a very
thirsty class, and a black jack in the gallery
would have met with strong approval from them,
without exciting surprise among the congregation.
A " Funerall Bill” of the 17th century in the
British Museum shows that there were black jacks
at Lincoln Cathedral at that time. It consists of
a list of fees for a funeral which took place at the
Cathedral and includes charges for the “ Quire,”
workmen, etc. For the use of a *“ Black Jack ”
sixpence was charged.s There is evidence that
black jacks were kept in old churches in England
for various purposes, but it is unlikely that they
were used for the sacramental wine after early

i times.
P & In the Middle Ages the church was the
The Portor's .[{i.-"i.!fr",- |CL¢:31.:\5§1_5'.=E}1]t:t. common hall and mecting-place of the parish,
in the 17th century. sometimes the store-house also;* and many

churches still bear evidence of having been fortified.

Such uses might lead to jacks being kept in them.
In later times moreover a good deal of liquor, chiefly ale, was consumed in con-
nection with churches and sometimes in or about the building itself. Numerous
items in the churcliwardens’ accounts show that this was so in the 17th and 18th
centuries, but Harrison in 1580 speaks of the great reduction in the number of
“ these idle wakes, guilds, fraternities, church-ales, help ales, and soule-ales,
called also dirge-ales, with the heathenish rioting at bride-ales, well diminished
and laid aside:* but in times subsequent to this, the craft-guilds often met in
the church as the religious guilds had done. At Ludlow the last surviving member
of the Guild of Hammermen often described to me the meetings of the fraternity,
early in his own lifetime. They were called together by the ringing of onc of the
bells in the church tower and ‘met in the south transept, where pews had been
assigned to them for centuries, but they shortly adjourned to the Bull tavern.
In the records of the Company which are now in the town Muscum, the minutes

IOl Cheque-Book of the Chapel Royal, Camden Soc,
2 TRoger's listory of Agriculture and Prces, Vol V.. p. 695,
4 Add, MSS. 34,140, fo, 140,

S Centuries of Work and Wages (Rogers), p. 66.
(5. O. Addy), 1898, Chap. X.

Harrison's Description of England, A.D. 1577-1587, in Holinshed. Vol. 1., p. 138.

[

Also the Evolution of the English House,

w
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are generally headed : " Then the Hammermen met in the usual place in the
parish church,” but in 1715 power was given to meet elsewhere, provided the
place was stated in the Minute Book. The Fraternity, however, was tenacious of
old customs and continued till its dissolution in the 19th century to meet in the
clhiurch.  One of the side chapels called St. John's Chancel was ** the usuall place
of meetinge " of the ancient company of
Stitchmen of Ludlow in 1679, and is so
described in their Minute Books, with
their records now in Ludlow Museum.
Bearing in mind the connection of these
old guilds with the building it is interest-
ing to note that this great collegiate
church possessed in 1605 as many as
twelve jacks, as the following entries in
the churchwarden'’s accounts for Novem-
ber of that year records. “ It'm payed
for the mending of the letherne Jacks
xijd.” Tt is true that leathern jacks
which were not drinking vessels might
have belonged to the church wardens, as
“jacks of defence’ were owned and
paid for by the various parishes. In the
accounts of the wardens of the church of
St, Michael in Bedwardine, Worcester,
“a Jacke is mentioned which being
grouped with “ a byll 7 probably refers to
a stitched jerkin, and the succeediny
item “ Paved for a nother Jacke to the
Tavler at the Knowle end vs. viijd.,” is

still more likely to have done so. The Black Jack used 1 o
» rmrlre ong ac ac - n . " i
Ludlow jacks <cem 1o have been, pots,  ** P2t b e e e g

however, for the next entry says “ It'm
payved for the scouringe of the xij Jacks vjd,” and payment for the scouring of
the pewter and other pots in the church are numerous in the accounts.

At the village of Crowle in Worcestershire there was in the old belfry some
years ngo a leather drinking jack which had been used with another jack and
a leather bottle from time immemorial by the bell ringers. The old church was,
in the suggestive language of an old parishioner, “ taken down to be restored.”
Lhe jack was .~:-.an'r.'r1,. hm\‘e\'er: and is in the custody of the chief bell-ringer. It
figures once a year in an ancient custom which is still kept up there. On New
Year's Eve the bell-ringers carry the jack round to the farm-houses of the parish,
at cach of which it is filled with cider for their consumption, a proceeding which
1s probably a survival of the old Saxon custom of ‘ wassailing.” This jack is
probably as old as the end of the 17th century, though a later date (1786), which
1z probably the date of its being given to the church, has been cut in it rather M’

1 Churchw irdens’ Ac sunts of Ludlow. These were in?m eﬁcd_\;}'_lhertc Thomas mhl. and
printed by the Camden Soc.  The above extracts do not occur there, but are from a complete

copy transcribed by the late Mr. Llewellyn Jones. The jacks were prubably kept in the
Church House.
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with a knife. TIts height is 13} inches, and the width across the base seven inches.
It is reputed to hold a gallon, and has a much more shapely and convenient spout
than most leather jugs. (Fig. 56 and Plate 8.) A very fine jack used by the
ringers at Lincoln has already been described in Chapter III.

In the vestry of the parish church at Stafford is preserved a fine black jack
which measures 19} inches in height and holds two gallons. It has been used for
many years by the bell-ringers and has a number of ringers’ names cut in the
leather, and under them the dates 1750 and 1798. There seems to be no other
record of its history, but in the Autumn of 1907 a dispute arose as to its ownership
between the Rector and churchwardens (who wished to remove the jack from the

belfry for safer keeping in the church), and the ringers, who refused to part with
it, and who were eventually dismissed,

Fig. 66, St, Cross, Winchester.



CunarTer VIII.

THE MAKING OF LEATHER VESSELS.

" '"Twas in the time of Noah when the world was drown’d
That the first leather bottle afloat was found.”"

O sings the author of one of the numerous editions of the ““ Leather Bottell ”’
song, and doubtless so simple an elucidation of the first origin of leather
vessels is not without its attractions. The true explanation, however, is
shadowed forth in the opening lines of a still later version of the same

song, which run :
“God bless the cow and the old cow’s hide

.

And everything in the world beside.”’”

It was from the tanned hides of cattle that English leather vessels were made
and if we would gain any true idea of the England of old times we must picturé
-Lf.' ourselves a society in which the usce of leather was far more prominent ths:
}: gvnlr_-rall)' realised.  In addition to the coats, helmets and otﬁ.er arm lcl}ln
wge boots, gloves, girdles, purses, breeches and other clothi e
“'rlf_.l(]]l' ]\.l_‘;l‘-, ;_-j_‘]]d l'l\'])(-]er{,.,; f{-)- ,1 v = ) P lngr S]nall pullChEb,
’ 1 BYE S Jormec part of the equipment of travellers., Also

I 0Ll Hroad s - S e ——

= lhe Umversal Songster : or Museumn of Mirth, 1828, Val. IT,
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as the greater part of the goods traffic was carried on horses, enormous pouches
for water, for clothes, dishes, or food, were slung on their backs, as well as less
pliable bottles, mails and colfers, all of which were of leather, goods ca}rnefl'
on carts and waggons were protected by leather coverings called * bare-hides.
Within doors, besides numerous articles not now made of leather, there were
generally cups, pots, and great pitchers of that material.

IN PRE-HISTORIC TIMES.

The primitive cup already alluded to in Chapter I. as having been dug up
in London and now in the I1, Syer Cuming collection at Kensington has, from the
implements found with it, been ascribed to the Ncolithic period, and was probably
made by the man who used it. Experts in leather have pronounced it to have
undergone some process of tanning or curing, which must have been of a rude
description, as it still retains red hair on its outer surface. The cup is four inches
high and about the same across the mouth, and would have held nearly a pint of
fluid, When found at a great depth below the surface in West Smithfield, it was
crushed flat by the weight of superincumbent earth, but was restored to its original
shape by soaking. It is a very archaic and curious object, vividly illustrating
the rudeness which must have characterized the earliest leather vessels of this
country.

It is possible that before the Roman occupation a considerable advance
had been made in the fashioning of such vessels by the races then inhabiting
Britain, but the little we know of their domestic habits leaves this very much
to conjecture.

With the advent of the Anglo-Saxon races, the era of well-wrought vessels
of leather for gencral use may be considered to have begun in England. Though
they made pottery and glass, they were by tradition and habit, makers of wooden
and horn vessels. With them the manufacture of glass and earthenware were
arts which steadily declined, while the working of leather into flasks, bottles,
bougets and cups, as well as numerous other articles of daily use, was one that
continued to increase and [lourish with the lapse of time. Much light has been
thrown on the industrial arts of the Anglo-Saxons by the results of excavations.
The leather cup with silver mountings which is mentioned at page 19 as having
been dug up in Derbyshire is stated by the finder, Mr. T. Bateman, to have
perished to a very great extent, though the sketch he gives of it and from which
Fig. 5 is taken, appears to show that his knowledge of its shape must have been
fairly complete. It is uncertain what craftsman would make such a cup as this,
which was probably exceptional in its richness, but in later Saxon times leather
bottles (as shown by the 10th century manuscript quoted in Chapter 1.') were
made by the shoe-maker, like most other articles of leather then in use.

IN THE MIDDLE AGES.

It is also shown in the same chapter that early in the Middle Ages workers
in leather had split up into separate branches, and for the next two or three
centuries leather drinking vessels seem to have been almost exclusively made

I Sce Appendix 1V,



ruantic Leatoor Do ith bung-hole and iron Mediaeval Earthen Jugs. (Chap. 1.)

cap from the l se collection. (Chap. VIT!

Unusual  si 1 Jack with modelled Large Jack at Claverdon Leys with

spout also diminunye Jook of evlindrical shape Arms of the Vernons of Hanbury.
Chap. V.) {Chap. III.

Plate 24
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the bottle-makers and were not made by the shoemak?rsl {gengr{uly ca%ltﬁ:
{waincers)— at least not in the towns. In remote country places it is poss
f WeEre. . -

tItthfs} -h:i'n. incidentally, in the documents already given in Chapter L. th’z:lf.:
he reien of Edward IV. the Horners “ exercised the feat of bottle-making ™ ;
it wa- quitc natural that the makers of pouches and bougets should likewise
ssociated with the making of leather jacks and bottles. In York, as already
vn, water-bougets were made by the craftsmen called bogge-makers or boulge-
ers, who were allied to the botellars, The first boulge-maker in the Roll of
men i= John Milne, who was admitted in the fifth year of Edward IV., 1469,
the last was William Myn, “ bogemaker " in 1500.'

In London [ can find no trace of any craft called bouge-makers. Such things
ably continued to be made by the pouch-makers or coffer-makers. Palsgrave
is “ Lesclaircissement de la longue {rancoyse,” printed in 1530,* translates
yseur de bahus” as '‘a lether coofer-maker or a bouge maker.” )

In an Act passed in the sixth year of Ed}\'ard VI, to prevent divers
ly persons  regrating and engrossing leather ™ and sclling the same again
cessive prices, is this clause :  Provided always......that all Sadlers, Girdlers,
wainers, and all other artificers such as make Males, Bougets, Leather Pots,
ards, Barhides, or any other Wares of Leather shall or may buy all such
of Leather as shall be necessary for their Occupying. =

THE MARERS OF LEATHER BOTTLES AND JACKS.

3ottles secmi to have been in ancient times, as they are still, the most numerous
of leathier vessels, and gave to the whole industry the name it bore for so
ceenturies. The earliest mention of this trade of bottle-making that I am
unted witli 1= in the Freemen's Roll of York in 1331, when Henry de Lyncoln,
dmitted a freeman of the city as a * botoler,” and the next, in 1334, when
1 de Schadwell, " botteler,” occurs in the same list.*

\s 4 surname, Botoler or Botiller is common in the 13th and 14th centuries,
- generally proves not to be the name of the owner’s calling. In the reign
‘hard T1. and after, the word was less often used for a leather vessel maker,
supplanted by that of botelmaker, probably because it had been confused
the occupation of a butler, which was spelt in much the same way.s The
sotmetimes oceurs, however, in the sense of bottle-maker down to the fifth
f Edward IV, in the Freemen's Roll of York, when William Myn of York
itered as a  botteler.” That he was a maker of bottles and not a butler
wi by oo later entry in which Lie is described as a '‘ bottelmaker.’* The
s already quoted show conclusively that the jacks, bougets and bottles

reemen of y :‘- 5 _t_'.T' Y e Tl T —————
oy ih urtees Soc. Vol XCVI,, p. 223,

el Vo, Edward V1., Cap. 13,

otflers St wath i the records of old towns at carlier dates than these, but as they are always
. itars ol suthrecords to bave been butlers, I do not, in the absence of positive evidence
b then es bottle-makers. though 1 have no doubt that is what they generally were. '
-1 ond fnotnote to page 22, Boteler for butler endured very much longer, and was derived
i |rj| the l-llrl_'.‘- ry where he presided and which was written in monkish Latin Botilleria and the
20T L3000 LE(F-%
eemen ui York, Vel NCVI1,, Surtees Soc., pp. 265 and 272,
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of the Middle Ages were made by craftsmen devoted almost entirely to that kind
of work, but by whom were they made after the 16th century ?

[t will be apparent from the documentary evidence adduced that at the
beginning of the 17th century the art of the bottle-maker as a distinct industry
was declining. In London it was dying out in the reign of Elizabeth. In York
the last bottle-maker admitted was John Saughell, who took up his freedom 1n
1588." If they were few in these cities they would be much fewer in smaller
places. The York Roll extends to half-way through the 18th century, but there
are no more bottle-makers mentioned, except John Bynkes and John Myn, who
are only recorded as the fathers respectively of a baker and a tanner admitted,
one in 1bo4 and the other in 1605.°

We know, however, from the numerous references in contemporary literature
and from the existence of bottles and jacks bearing authentic dates and other
evidence of having been made in the 17th and 18th centuries, that those vessels
had not ceased to be used down to modern days. Moreover, bottle-makers, as
users of leather, are mentioned 4s late as Queen Anne, in a Customs Notice in the
“ London Gazette.'"s

While the trade of the bottelers was an important one, cordwainers and other
leather workers were restrained from encroaching on it, but as the former craft
dwindled and its organization decayed, it was only natural that such encroach-
ments should take place. That they did take place we have seen already.*

In chapter ITI. T have shown from the cxis.tin%rl records of the ancient Company
of Cordwainers at Oxford that during the latter half of the 17th century and the
whole of the 18th the black jacks belonging to the fraternity were bought from,
or presented by, people whose names also occur as members ; that members,
moreover, were sometimes paid for repairing the jacks, and that when at the end
ol the 18th century they were all sold, the purchasers of them were members too.
This makes it tolerably certain that the black jacks of those times were made
by the cordwainers craft.” An inventory of a Birmingham cordwainer made in
1070 contains a black jack, but there is no evidence that he had made it, as it is
not part of his stock-in-trade. No vessels of any sort were in the *“ Shopp "’ and
the jack was among trenchers and firkins in the buttery.

In the registers of All Saints’, Newcastle-on-Tyne, in 1601, John Scott, a
“ jack-maker,” is mentioned,” but he was probably a maker of buff jerkins.

In the 18th century, when manufacturers of leather wares on a more modern
scale were springing up at places such as Northampton and Walsall, bottles and
probably jacks too, were made for a time in conjunction with other leather goods.
}?:ik?l‘{lp%oﬁﬂ ean?tf%al_l_\',-' has long been famous for its leather wares, but there
‘“1 I,m. l'll)L“'p:'Z 111:;)1 é ahc‘: 32:3_»11118 t‘lt:?r:i_,:m:\::r% rr?:caoci'gst?xf: rt%ui bottl::-makm_g trade, and
before the 17th century. In the year 1690 a N tel"l et i o ol i e
diary, noted ** a leather bottle 6d., bought zt Northa amptonshire squire, in his

= : & g Northampton in Aprill.”™ Encyclo-

" Joh. Saughell, butt?llul?ke? ?hu_mne_‘i,_ hell lahreas ' ME S ———

" Toh. Bynkes ! . Saughell, lflborer. MS,, Roll of F "

s eJo Chap);:cr elall?a;;;cfg]]oh, Bynkes bottelmaker," e

See page 24,

See page 78, ef seq,

Ilie Bursar of Winchester Colle
by the College shoe-maker,

Brands’ Hist. Newcastle-on-Tyne, MDCCLXXXIX., p. 362.
The Antiquary, 187 2.

872, ». 242

MS., Roll of Freemen, York.

T e T 1D

ge tells me that the black jacks used there were towards the last supplied

r
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; : o, . ‘hich we de of leather
edias of the 18th century speak of the bottles which were then ma
gs }J‘Cil‘lﬁ' made byv the ' case-makers.” These were probably the mn}l;e fnc’&?ﬁ
Shapt’f].‘ flask-like bottles of thin leather, and‘l:nade 1{: (i‘flnr_lez?tmn with the lea
covered glass bottles which were known as '~ case bottles. . . .

Probably the latest mention of the making of leather bottles is contained in
b g A : Countics of England performed in the Summer of 1772,

A Tour in the Midland Countic g P lea éhier battios

whicl savs * Northamptonshire has a manufacture of shoes, bo'Fl:lss e . occu.rr:
ete., and a good many people employ:ed in the.lace way. passﬁg g
in an article by Thomas De Quincey’s father in the “ Gentleman's Magazin
for 1774 . 3 g
& i{ i gencrally taken for granted that leather as a material for drinking from
is a thing of the past : and such vessels seem to be severed so completely from the
lile of to-day that one would hardly dream of finding anybody living at the end
of the rgth century who would remember anything about their making. There
was, however, in 18¢7, at the Hospital of St. Cross, near Winchester (see Figs.
66 and 08), an actual eyc-witness of the making of leathern jacks. One of
the Brethren, _wlm_was once connected with the leather trade, remembered
to have seen in his youth an order executed for four jacks for Winchester
College.  That traces of such an old industry should remain so long is
perhaps less wonderful in this ancient city than it would be in most places.
Here, and at St. Cross. institutions that are hoary with age survive com-
paratively unchanged, and customs that have elsewhere disappeared long
tgo.  The boys at the College still eat off wooden trenchers and under the
old archiway of the Hospital a horn of beer and piece of bread are given to every
\pplicant a custom dating from the days of King Stephen. Seventy years ago
ucli survivals of the past were more numerous, and at Winchester College the
ustom of serving to each dormitory two leather jacks of beer every night was
ept up, anyv that remained in the morning being claimed as a perquisite by the

jecl-miakors As cacli jack would hold about three gallons, it was probably the
“attennated small ale © described by Charles Lamb.  Possibly the vested interests
f the bed-makers helped to perpetuate the custom. Jacks were also used for

arrving beer into Hall, as already described.* Whatever its strength, the allow-
nce of beer at the College was liberal in quantity. In 1700 an attempt was made
s ascertain the amount of beer consumed in the College, and a table of the result
i entered in the Liber Actorum® of that year. By this we learn that the
haplains were allowed seventy quarts a week each. ' By the seventy children
nd sixteen choristers at the rate of three pints per diem each (which is more than
1wy arce observed to drink) 180 hogsheads. Fifteen servants each twenty-one
narts wecklyv, poor and prisoners five gallons a day.”  As a result of the investiga-
on 3458 hogsheads yearly were found to be brewed, over and above these liberal
lowances and not accounted for, and to remedy it a re-arrangement was made
1which the children and choristers were allowed what they should call for ** within
So hogshieads a year.” Tt will be seen therefore that if anvone in the school went
uﬁ'tr‘\i-l utB\;-,t;h?;s -_fm\\;ilt fa(}llt‘ (Fig. & " ’
, ¢ oro ot at. Lross also remembered in Kings-gate Street, not mor
1_"‘11‘1? _r’_hP“(I"fd_}_af_df from the College, the shoe-makeg's gs!‘mp at a house whiclfl:

I Vol, XLIV., p. 412, o
2 Sec page 71.
3 Printed in Annals of Winchester, p. 375,
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is still standing, where more than sixty yvears before he saw four leather jacks made.
The particulars he gave me of the process have been of conmde_rablc.mter.e?t in
supplementing the knowledge obtained from a study of the vessels _t‘hems,c ves,
as to the manner in which they were made, and 1 had written for this chapter a
long and detailed account of the method pursued. It seems, however, desirable
not to print it, as the value of old jacks and bottles having increased, the temptation
to make imitation ones has become greater within recent years and I have decided
to omit most of the details. Hitherto spurious leather vessels have been easy to
detect, being very ignorantly made, but the more knowledge becomes available,
the more successful these forgeries are likely to become.

Fig. 68, Buttery door, Hospital of St. Cross, Winchester,

THE FEAT OF BOTTLE-MAKING.

In a document of 1470 at the London Guildhall, the trade of the maker of
leathern vessels is spoken of as ““ the fete of bottle-making.”  This is a term
not seldom used in old documents in connection with the industries of skilled
craftsmen, but if it had been intended to distinguish this art and mystery, as one
requiring exceptional ability, it would have been aptly used. For no one can
examine one of these vessels without being struck with its admirable workmanship,
or without wondering that such perfect adaptation to the purposes it had to serve

were so simply and directly achieved. Some pages devoted to the subject of their
construction will not therefore be thrown away.
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Roughly speaking, the mediacval bottle was made from three pieces of leather
ly, the body being moulded from the largest, and two ends from the two smaller,
v additional ones being simply narrow slips for thickening the seams and neck.
\e shape of the three pieces is shown at Fig. 69, the largest being of greater
igth than would be supposed without actual measurement.

_The bottle was made on a wooden mould or block, which had a cylindrical
ajection on which to model the neck.  The latter did not project above the seam,
d only slightly bulged on cach side. It was closed with a stopple of metal,
od, horn, or leather, in early times. Some stopples were costly, judging by
»se bought in 1392 for the Earl of Derby, one of which cost two shillings, and

two girdles and two stopples, thirty-three shillings was paid.' Corks for
ks and bottles do not seem to have been used till the 17th century. In old
nts of that time the bottles and phials, in indoor scenes, are generally closed
D bunches of rag or paper. The first corks met with by Professor Thorold
gers were in 1627.  In 1692 bottle corks were 13s. a gross, in 1608 2s. 6d.*
the end of that century wine bottles of glass were manufactured in England
large quantities. I have seen three leather bottles which had stopples of
ther, but they are rare.

A remarkable and enormously large bottle in the collection of Mr. W. J.
ldhouse has a neck so wide that it must have required a large wooden bung
the stopple. It was further secured by an iron cap which is attached to a kind
hasp hinged to the top ridge of the bottle, and which could be brought down
xr the neck and secured there by a padlock passed through an iron staple.
¢ Fig. 67, at the head of this chapter.) The peculiar characteristics of this
‘tle indicate that it was designed for some exceptional service, and I am strongly
posed to believe it to be one of the bottles from the Tower of London which
s used in the collection of the ancient wine tax, described in Chapter IV. from
ylor the Water-poet's ** Farewcll to the Tower Bottles.” Its capacity, three
lons, coincides with those mentioned by Taylor ; moreover, the great size of
neck (unique so far as I know) would be an advantage in catching the wine
it spurted trom the holes bored in the casks by the collecting officer. There
s 1o leisurely turning ol taps or adjusting of tun-dishes, and the dues demanded
‘e often resented or refused.  In addressing the bottles Tavlor says :

“1, that for your sakes have given stabs or stripes
To give vou sucke [rom Hogsheads and from Pipes.
I, that with paines and care you long have nurst,
Oft filled vou with the hest and left the worst,
And to maintaine vou full would often pierce
The best of Butts, a Puncheon or a Tierce.”

The extraordinary strength of the arrangements for safeguarding the contents
this existing bottle is suggestive of the turbulent scenes in which those Tower
ttles must often have had part, and would be valuable in preventing the stopper
mg accidentally knocked out or deliberately withdrawn. The Water-Poet

| Pro g stape | proj bote s Ttem pro 1) sincturnis et 1 stopell pro botellis domini per manus ejusdem
XAXI s Derby Accounts, Cam. Scc., ed. by Miss L. Toulmin Smith
2 Mlist, Agriculture and Prices, Vol, V1, pp. 6089
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ine- cting from
aives a graphic account of the rough and arduous nature of wine-collecting
The ships in the river Thames:

« All weathers, faire, foule, Sunshine wet and dry
I travailled still your paunches to'suppi_\'. )
Oft have I fought and swaggered 1n your Right,
And fill'd you still by eyther sleight or might.

"Tis knowne you have been stab’d thrown in the Thames,
And he that fild you beaten with exclaimes,

Marchants who have much abused blq,

Which Exigents I never brought you in.

But I with peace and quietnesse got more,

Than any brabling e're could do before,

The Warders knowes, each Bottleman but I,

Had always a crack’d crowne or a black eye,

Oft beaten like a Dog, with a scratched face,

Turned empty, beaten backe with vile disgrace.”

This extraordinary bottle came from Chatham, where it had remained in
the family of the owner for more than seventy years. It seems quite probable that
if not actually one of the great black bottles of the Tower of London, in which the
literary water-man of James 1.’s time was wont to exact dues in kind from every
wine-laden ship that entered the Thames, it is one of those that succeeded them.
One side of it is enriched with fleur de lis raised in relief, and outlined with stamped
stars, as shown in the sketch and in Plate 24, from which a faint idea of its
size may be gained, by comparing it to the horn cup photographed with it.

Y
£
"i’.
+—olm—
|
] 28w
El
L
Fig. 69

Shapes of leather before being made into a bottle,

THE MAKING OF A BLACK JACK.

In making the leather pot or black jack only two pieces of leather were cut
from the hide, the strips for thickening the seams would, of course, be taken from
the scrap. The larger of the two was so cut as to include the handle and the body
of the pot in the same picce (as shown at Fig, 70, which are given to scale from
actual examples), the shape depending on the design of the jack.
was pitched on the inside and blackened on the outside. This lining of pitch

kept the leather from contact with the liquor, and prevented it penetrating and
softening the leather.

A new jack
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In the Bursar’s accounts at Winchester College in the middle of the 17th
century are various entries of payments to an occasional helper named Pudsey,
for pitching and blacking the black jacks. In 1645-6, ““ Sol. Pudsey pro oblinendis
santharis piccis 2s. 6d.”" In 1649-50 occurs ““ Sol. Pudsey pro picandis et nigrandis
ycto cantharis 35, In 1669-70, “ Sol. Pudsey pro picandis et deniggrandis 12
"antharis et reparandis 3 bus 7{.”‘

The jacks which the Brother of St. Cross remembered to have seen made
sarly in the 1gth century were blackened by being painted over with ink, and
inished with a polish of black sealing-wax dissolved in spirits of wine.

There can be little doubt that jack-making at Winchester in the 1gth century
vas a somewhat exceptional survival, and that it was almost the last trace of tha.'t‘
mcient industry.  An interesting passage in ** School Life at Winchester College
shows that the jacks were to be bought in 1830, and were bought for use in the
Midlands as well as locally.  *“On the way we pass through Anfe-Kitchen, where
s the familiar picture of the ‘ Trusty Servant.” Here may generally be seen a
ow of huge leather jugs, about two feet high (jacks), made of hippopotamus
lide, and peculiar to Winchester, T believe : at any rate, a relative of mine who
'l_\':‘-_"_(l in one of the 2\[3]];1nd ('mmtiea_ purchased a pair every vear, and he used to
li:‘t M 1}“-‘ t'UmI‘Izllfé::lt:“Jrl which I had the greatest pleas:urevin executing, as he

ays sent me a five-pound note to pav for them with, and could never be
nduced to take any change.” The notion that they were made of hippopotamus
tide is, doubtless, a schoolboy’s mistake.

It is an interesting fact that at Messrs. Merrvweather’s factory at Greenwich
lack jacks continued to be made down to the middle of the 19th century, and
till more interesting that the great wooden blocks and rings on which they were
nodelled are still in existence, ~ In one old corner of what is now a vast establish-
nent for the making of fire-engines and kindred appliances, are a number of odd-
ooking wooden objects much like big skittles upside down. (Fig. 72.) These
ores or Dlocks appear to be of considerable age, and are certainly more than a
entury old  Ascan be seen by the sketch they are not like jacks in shape, because
heir necks are unduly prolonged and the portion which modelled the vessel's
pout is a separate piece of wood. This arrangement enabled the wooden core
0 be more easily withdrawn after the body of the jack had been worked in a damp
ondition into the required shape and dried on the block. The bottoms were

noulded separately on iron rings (a number of which have been preserved with
he blocks) and after drying were stitched into place.

BAD WORK NOT ALLOWED.
Old leather vessels are as strong and durable as they are picturesque. This

vas no doubt owing to their having shared in the greater thoroughness and honesty
f workmanship which characterised mediaeval fimes and the traditions of which
ngered into subsequent centuries ; still further to the absence of the haste and
adifference that mars so much of the work done nowadays. Tt was also the result
14 the stringent restrictions by which trade euilds prevented bad and slovenly
vork. The ordinances of the Bottillars of %J;ndon in 1373, and those of the

1 Ms \I\— T”i* JT} at Winchester College. many extracts from which I owe to the late Bursar,
4 ptbgs)

2 ], Camden Hotren 1870 p 88
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bottellers and bogge-makers of York in 1472, show how carefully the making
of their wares was regulated, but the soundness of the raw material was also most
strictlv looked after.  The power of search in most cities was, so far as it concerned
leather, vested in the Cordwainers’ Companies. The laws of these societies provided
for the examination by official searchers of the leather brought to the markets for
salc, in the most minute detail ; for the sealing of that which was sound and the
forfeiture of that which was bad. Apart from the effect of such laws for insuring
the use of sound material and the exercise of good workmanship the conditions
under which such industries were carried on must have made a great difference
to leather wares. They were not in a hurry in those days, and generally spent
several years—{ive or six sometimes—in tanning a piece of leather. Even ** the
House of Commons did not find too insignificant the decisio: of how big a piece
of leather it might be well in the interests of the shoe-making trade to allow the
cobbler to buy for the patching of an old boot.”

v Y,

Fig. 70. Shape of leather before being made into a jack,

MAKERS' MARKS.

~ Inthe Ordinances of the Botellars of London, draw
1t 1s stated that it was ordered by the Mayor and Alder
should affix his sign to the botells'and other v
of leather, in order that it shall be know

n up in the 14th century,*
men that “ every botillar
lesscls b},}r\t'heT ]l:ier];ceforth to be made
! r, : 'wn whose work it shall be, under penalty,”
lei’;;-ﬁtm}“!;:: -:Vﬁas\\fuirirt?lb? thce—n’w.afk \\'hgc.}) in those times, clerical knowlctll)ge beg’n
: ; used as a sort of sign-manual, placing it on their work, an
whn:n necessary, on documents as a signature. Merchants’ marks, the mason’s
marks on the hewn stones of old buildings, and the joiner’s and carver’s marks on
ancient wood work, etc., are instances of this. One occurs in the shape of a
sprig or small branch on all the earlier misericords in L.udlow Church . (See Fig. 14.)
On leathern vessels such marks sometimes occur, but are rare, as the bottles,
etc., are generally late enough to have the maker’s initials instead. Initials are
very commonly found on bottles, and not seldom on jacks. When impressed in
the leather with a stamp they may be regarded as those of the maker, as it could
only be done successfully when the leather was wet and supported by the wooden
block inside. Those which are cut in, or branded with a hot punch of iron, are
much more likely to have been the initials of subsequent owners. The letters
.S, three times repeated arc often s2en on late bottles and must have been the

1 Town Life in the 15th century,” (Mrs. J. R. Green).

2 Page 22 supra
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mark of an important maker of such things." These letters when occurring in
pairs have been taken to indicate the date 1515, but in those instances that have
come under my notice a third pair of initials is traceable midway between them
near the neck, which disposes of that theorv. I.G. thrice repeated occurs on jacks,
impressed in the leather.

Fig, 71, Dormitory, Winchester Colluge, after a sketch by Hanslip Fletcher.

ORNAMENTAL STAMPS.

The most usual method of ornamenting or marking the later pots and bottles
as by stamping them with metal punches while the leather was stil! soft, and
efore it was removerld from the support of the wooden block. Sometimes these
tamps are of various patterns, quatre foils, stars, rosettes, and fleur de lis, but
wre frequently an effect 1s obtained by grouped marks from one punch. An
nusnally rich instance of this punched ornament is a jack once belonging to the
Jarber-surgeons’ Company at Oxford, on the front of which five different punches
ave been nsed to make the pattern.  The permanence of this kind of ornament
s also <hown in this example, as it has remained uninjured by time, while the
ainted coats-of-anns. thongh not so old, are nearly worn away.

Occastonally hottles are found in which the pattern was made by carving it
(pon the Block.  Though every vessel made on it would be of the same pattern,

1 See Fig. 1.
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such examples are rare, the most usual being the fleur de lis. A large bottle,
holding more than a gallon, which was discovered in Worcestershire by the well-
known artist Mr. T. 1. Millet, has on one side a large fleur de lis in low relief, and
is now the property of Mr. Laurence J. Cadbury. There are other examples in
the collection of Mr. Ficldhouse (see Plates 15 & 24). and another in the possession
of Mr. W. H. Fenton, of Heston, has a heart similarly raised in relief.

THE VENDORS OF LEATHER VESSELS.

In the few cities in which the trade existed in early times the wares of the
botteller would naturally be bought direct from the maker himself. The English-
man of the Middle Ages strove always to buy his goods at first hand. He had a
great aversion to ** the middle man,” and was willing to go out of his way to almost
any cxtent, in order to dispense with him.! Buying and selling was not the
“ go as vou please contest "' 1t has since become in England, but was surrounded
with numerous and complicated restrictions, all trading enterprise, from the
merchant down to the pedlar, being jealously limited and controlled. As a rule,
when the place of their purchase is recorded, mediaeval leather vessels are found
to have been bought in London. Apart from being the chief city, London was
a perpetual fair and market,” and in several respects unique as a trading centre.
The fact that the Prior of Worcester and the Bursar of Winchester College found
it worth while, at a time when travelling was so slow, to buy bottles and pots of
leather in London,* for use in cities so distant and so important, is a significant
fact, and points (as do many other indications) to the industry being to a great
extent centralized in London. '

York seems to have been the only other place where it was of importance,
vet in spite ol the existence there of a flourishing craft of bottellers and bouge-
makers, the monks of Durham in 1495 paid for ten pitchers of leather and the
carriage all the way from London.

The account rolls of Durham Abbey for 1397 contain an item of 3s. 3d. paid
for leathern stoups for the Prior’s Chamber, to “ Jacobo Boteler,"s who was
probably a local craftsman, and whose name indicates that he was the maker of
the vessels, but usually in the provinces they were bought from general dealers
who sold a variety of articles.

In the Household Book of Sir John Howard, who lived in Suffolk in 1463,
cntries recording the purchase of leather drinking vessels are fairly frequent, but
they alwayvs appear to have been obtained from dealers in the nearest town.
All his dealings with cordwainers, which were very numerous, related to
“ botuyse,” ** showis,” and * the vampeinge thereof.” Sir John Howard, though
a great man and the heir to a Dukedom, sometimes bought the leather vessels
himself, as when in 1463 his steward records, ** Item the same day my mastyr
payd to Cumberton for a ledder potte xvd,” and another time ** Item my mastyr
payd for ij bottelles iijs viijd,"” and again when he notes in his own hand-writing,
" And the same day afore writen I payd to Komberton..... and I tooke heme

I =ix Centuries of Work and Wages, p. 144,
Six Centuries of Work and Wages, p. 111

3 See pages 1688 and 71
4 Prodecem amphris corriis empt apud Lundon et pro cariagia 8s."—Surtees Soc., Vol. CIII., p. 653,
5 Surtees So., Vol. XCIX,, p. 184,
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the same tyme xijd fore a newe leder pote.”* Comberton, judging by the variety
of the zoods bought of him, which are recorded in these accounts, must have been
a general dealer and kept a shop. )

The more simple industries of old English life were not centralized (as that
ol hottle-making seems to have been), and the tendency was for even villages
to be sell-supporting, the food consumed and the articles used being to a great
extent raised or made on the spot. Thus the industry of a place supplied it with
the necessaries of life, such luxuries as were consistent with the simple habits of
the times— and leather vessels were among these—being obtained from the nearest
market town or fair.

Such vessels were without doubt often purchased at the great fairs which
I\I‘Iﬂm '(‘11‘3; If (EII‘K: ;z:;‘:sl important means for the distribution of goods, more important
I the case of some wares even than the markets. To them it was the custom for
great numbers of people to converge on y
are now of little account wh t}gl pnee @ vear to make purchases ; but they
purpose. ' ere they still exist, having outlived their original
it In t{:'? l::u'rs;r’s Books at Winchester College is entered in 1570 the cost of
l” o ]f‘(]lb U\d ga]]n_n each bought at Magdalen Fair.’ This fair was held on a
[\(i\.‘::;a ed Magdalen Hill, a mile to the east of Winchester. on the znd of
_ Perliaps the most important fair in the south of England was the one called
Stourbridge Fair, held under the authority of the Corporation of Cambridge.
In the vear 1575 Lord North of Kirtlinge notes among his household expenses
the things bought at “ Sturbridg Faier,” which include a “ Jacke,” six pails and
a kettle., 3 3 .

There is a token at the Guildhall Museum, issued in 1664 by *“ Robert Warde
Glasseller in ve Strand,” which has on the reverse a model of the leather bottle,

which may mean that he sold such things.

OF SPURIOUS JACKS AND BOTTLES.

The collector of old drinking vessels is more fortunate than the student of
architecture, for though the objects of his quest have often been degraded to
mean purposes, though they bear the scars of rough usage and the evidences of
mutilation, they have never been * thoroughly restored " by a " representative
commitiee and a competent architect.” Their scars are historic, and even their
injuries instructive, He meets, it is true, with shams and imitations, but l_le
has the -atisfaction of knowing that genuine work has not been destroved in
making them, and even when a black jack has been ** faked up " with spurious
metal-work, it is not .«-crafecl and gutted out of all semblance to its old self, as
(\:.-ll'll.-Ji”:T!]'.l-'hlr'u‘:‘; f:._a]frtgularr-. i eacksha?gi }?ott_les all'e now so much sought after; and

1 ollered for sale realise such hi rices tha i sture
ihats 1n mers gh prices that the temptation to manufacture

Fortunately the spurious speci i

_ ) E specimens are as a rule s
hitherto only moderate knowledee has b - S0 lgnorantly made that
] g €€n necessary to detect them. ™ It is indeed

E Minners an.',‘ Houseliold I-pren;s ;E;glanzlﬁ_-!i,
T o d sgelis e corio empt an nundinis de magdalene viiig,"
9 Extracts from the Household Book of Lord I'i'orth, X‘:g;amlogin. Vol. XIX, p. 205
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not correct to speak of them as imitations, as they rarely betray any sign of
having been copied from old vessels, but are such as a cobbler could produce
with no more skill than he had acquired in the pursuit of his legitimate occupation.
The purchasers of them are too ready to believe that old things are necessarily
coarse and clumsy and of rude workmanship. In reality the reverse 1s the case,
and though sometimes rough and dirty with age the execution of genuine jacks
and bottles is skilful and highly finished. 1In the judging of such things, as with
old furniture, the power to distinguish the sham from the genuine becomes with
expericnce a kind ol instinct, which is almost unfailing, but which depends some-
times on very slight and intangible evidences not easy to put into words. There
are, however, certain salient points of difference worth bearing in mind.
Perhaps the form most usually taken by these fraudulent vessels is that of
a plain mug of leather. It sells as a black jack, but requires no great amount of
time or expense to produce. The varied contour of a real one would require
patience and skill to copy, whereas a  ug with straight sides is soon turned out.
In such false pots the bottom is often flush with the sides, an invariable sign of
a sham. The genuine jack had always a deeply-recessed bottom, (the best way
to make it water-tight), as the seams projected considerably and the bottom
(always being liable to “ swag " with the weight of the contents), might bulge,
so as to wear through or prevent the pot standing. Another point to remember
is that all jacks with handles stitched on are shams. In genuine ones the handles
are always a part of the same picce of leather as the body of the vessel and con-
tinuous with it. This is practically invariable, but the fact of the handle being
continuous is not in itsclf sufficient to attest the genuinencss of a jack, as sham
ones arc sometimes so made, and also occasionally have the bottoms recessed.

Fag. 72, Wooden moulds and rings for making black jacks
at Messrs. Merryweather's, Greenwich.

THE BOTTLING BOOT.

~ Spurious leather mugs are often made from the instrument used (until the
invention of bottling machines) by wine bottlers and called a * boot.” This
bottling instrument was a large cylindrical cup of leather and usually had the
bottom extended beyond the sides in a broad flange. Tt had a thick strap and
buckle by which it was attached to the knee of the operator, and when irl:: use
the bottle to be filled was placed within it, so that when the cork was being driven
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in with repeated blows, the wine was saved if the bottle broke. Though still used
in old-fashioned Liouses in the butler's department, the leather “ boot = has, since
more modern bottling methods became usual, gone out of use in breweries and
places where large numbers of bottles are filled. Thus a number of thesc discarded
leather cups have sometimes found their way into the hands of curiosity dealers.
Thev have sometimes been taken for a kind of leathern beaker which had no handle ;
but more often have had the flange and strap cut away, and a sham handle stitched
on.  Many spurious jacks have been made in this way, but they are easily recog-
nised by the scams having no projection, by the handle being stuck on instead
of being in one piece with the Jack, and by the general air of patchiness and poor
workmanship.  Nevertheless the unwary are often deceived by them. )

The bottling boot 15 also found among the collections of the curious in its
original and ““ unfaked " condition, though not on the strength of its real and
somewhat unromantic history. Its true origin and purpose is perhaps sometimes
unknown to the vendors, but romantic yarns of varying degrees of probability are
given in explanation of its existence.  One was recently sold to a callow collector
as ' a stirrup-cup to fasten to a saddle, and held upside down to prevent the dust
and dirt getting in.”" Another was described as " a leather mug formerly used
bv postboys to strap to their arms so as to be able to drink without alighting.”
One would have thought that the post-boy would have preferred to drink from
a jug, rather than carry a leather pot seven or eight inches long fastened to his arm.

Of course some of these bottling boots are of considerable age, and are quite
interesting in their way. It is nevertheless to be regretted that absurd fables
should be circulated as to their origin, or that they should be sold as black jacks
at many times their real value.

TOBY JUGS OF LEATHER.

The old Encli=l jugs of pottery (generally Georgian in date), which were made
to represent a corpulent old toper seated with a foaming pot of beer in his hand,
are perfectly familiar to most people under the name of “ Toby jugs.” Aningenious
fabricator of spurious black jacks has lightened the monotony of his labours by
producing small leather jugs, in imitation of the shape of the Toby Philpot jug
of the 18th century.

It is astonishing that anyone should be credulous enough to accept them as
old ones of any date or period. They are certainly made of old leather, but are
put together with nails (machine-made generally) and have a shoddy air about
them that ought to arouse suspicion in the most inexperienced collector. A Tob
jug of leather is the very acme of imbecility, vet I have known cases of their being
purchased for high prices.

A perfectly genuine and interesting old jack or bottle is sometimes faked
up with metal work to increase its value, or rather its saleableness. An instance
of this is a pair of magnificent old jacks at Broome Hall, Suffolk, the property of
Lady Bateman. Nothing is known of their history, but they may have come from
one of the old Hospitals or Palaces, and, falling into unscrupulous hands, have
been mounted with thin brass artificially darkened. They hold about six gallons
each. and one is 23 inches high ; the other slightly less. On the front of the%argest
is @ medallion of Henry VIII. in a perforated border, within which is a Latin
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i ead of QQueen
iripton snd the i xi00, OB he ot oL g B ok pave
lizabeth, surrounde won : f the early part of the
lide of the same thin metal, all of which is stamped work o oy

. o s bee small brass pins. Both have been reg
19th century, and has been attached by sm b oy sither Hotny oF

s entirely genuine for the last seventy years, though why s )
:Eli::;;mlf\s}hmld have ad%ned a pair of .betz:'nlagrgfbaglis f:;‘i:ggtg?in%?gl?}:sc 1:2

i o understand. 1is pair 1s an Instance ; C
i?iftfif l:Llnflern mounts, but at the present day it is usually silver that is used for
that Ella.llgs?t?:%ipntinxa of the singular-looking vessels at Plate 12 may Siw:cgs:ﬁla:m
the inexperienced collector, and show him that the lea@l_ler pot is not nth g entr);
senuine because it is of weird and strange appearance. The large one in the ¢
fas handles made from old reins plaited, and is stitched together with thin copper
wire. This alone should have condemned it apart from its other villanies. The
leather of the body is new, and has a lip stuck on which is made of soft chemically-
tanned leather, machine-stitched and rather worn. On the upper part, between
two bands to which the handles are attached, is a nondescript animal trying to
look licraldic ; he is painted a dull red and is stitched on over a seam. The
whole has been carefully dirtied and smeared with paint.

The object to the right of this grotesque forgery can hardly be described as
a vessel It is simply a piece of new leather folded and the edges fastened together
with wire nails. A long slit has been cut to form the semblance of a handle,
and a picce of old leather stitched into the bottom of the folded part.

The very small vessel to the left is made from a piece of old and weather-
beaten leather, The handle is riveted together with wire nails and the whole
has been coated with sticky black varnish and dusted with sand. One of the
forger’s chief difficulties is that of producing an old appearance in the leather,
and for this reason he sometimes makes usc of leather that is already old.  Spurious
jacks are sometimes made from the larger pieces of old cart harness, the flaps and
housings or which are often wide enough to afford material for a fairly large pot.
Old leather, however, being very stiff and hard cannot be bulged or modelled
into a good shape, so that this kind of forgery has, with a surface of cracks and
wrinkles suggestive of great age to the inexperienced, a mean and uninteresting
contour, and its lines of stitches are level with the surfece instead of being sunk
into the leather, which has always happened if they are old. Moreover, genuine
old jacks and bottles are not often greatly cracked or wrinkled (a condition that
comes of much exposure to the weather, such as cart harness has to undergo),
but frequently have a silky smoothness and a soft polish that only centuries of
moderate wear can produce.

M & U



APPENDIX 1
[ the vear 1612, the “ Customs and Valuation of Merchandise gives the following rates
on vessels when imported —
Fottellis of earth the dozen xxx.s.
of earth covered with wicker the dozen xx.s.
of glase covered with wicker the dozen iij.li
Flagons 1 of glase with vices covered with leather the dozen xij li !
l of glass uncovered the dozen xl.s.
of tin the dozen xxiij.li ®
covered with leather the dozen xl.s
Flasks ! covered with veluert the dozen xvihi
nf harne the dozen iij.li

(ylas<es called  for drinking of beer the dozen xx.s,

Ditnking ' tor drinking of wyne the dozen of comoun sort xx.s.
Glasses L cowp glasses for drinking of wyne the dozen xl.s.

“of earth or stone covered the hundreth viij.li

Ports called -I of earth or stone uncovered the C. cast contevmng one galloun to
: every cast whither in ane pott or mo. xv.li 3

APPENDIX II.

In 1689 the rates for unported vessels were as follows i—

Basonsof Latm the pound L o v e 0 1 4
f Earth or Stone the dozen ... woo wie wee 0. 5 0
! -f (7lass covered with wicker thedozen ... ... ... L 0. 0
Bottles aszs with Vices covered with Leather the dozen... 4 10. O
|' o f 131ass uncovered. 0. 4 6
F Waowmld vis. Sucking bottles the groce cont. l" doz * 010, 0
Cruses j nf =1one without cuvers the C. cont. § score 010, 0
i | of Stone with covers the C5 ... v o v 1. 6 8
Gally-dishes the dozen® ...« wer wnr e v s wne s e O 2 B
Drinki | Venice drinking glasses the doz. . oo 00180 0.
G E;lsel: g I Flanders drinking glasses, the hundred gla.s-ea oy e de Oy DN
Vocat. Seotch and Fremh drinking glasses the C. cont.
5 score 7 . oen imew: waw  wass jeew  mew ON 3, O
“of ewrth or Stone covered, the Ccont. Sscore ... ... 1. 6. 0.
Pats ' of earth or Stons uncovered the hundred cast con-
| taining a zallon to every cast whether in one
pot or more® ... ... i ser e ses vae s 2 100 0

I Vices in tius instance were screw stoppers, from the French wvisser tn screw.  In the Household
Be)k ‘ Henrv VIIL. at the Record Office, one is mentioned © * One Cuppe of glasse with a
cover, the fote be: ng of stlver and gilt and viced on.’

[ do not sfhink ‘lu flagons ' could have been any jug-like vessels, but some kinds of bottles.

Printed in Chronic :'11 Memonals of Scotland, page 289.

Act of Tonnage ur‘ P ¢ And Hook of Rates, 1689, page 27.

Buook or Raites, 168a "g 27

Th., page 48

Ih., page 45

Ib., pags 4,

W1 E Mde L3 1S



APPENDIX III.

ifven as late as the middle of the 18th century the duties were very high, as the following

extract will show : —
“In commerce bottles of earth or stone pay 11.82d. each dozen, on importation, whereof
10, 124, is repaid on exporting them, Glass bottles covered with wicker, pay 6s. 7-45d. the dozen ;

whereof 6s. 2 28d, is repaid on exporting them. Glass bottles covered with leather pay

Ling

1£. 95 11, 75d. the dozen, whercof 14, 7s. 10412d. is repaid on exporting them. Glass bottles

1
uncovered, pay 1s. 55p4d. the dozen, 1s. 4370d, being repaid on exporting them,  Bottles made
of flint glass pay 8d. for each pound weight ; and those of green glass only 2d. for each pound
weight,  Bottles made of wood called sucking bottles pay by the gross or twelve dozen 1s. 11:18d.,

whereof Is, 8,484, is repaid on exporting them.!

APPENDIX 1V.

ic bicge hyda and fell
Igo emo cutes et pelles
and gearkie hig mid craefte minon
ct preparo eas arte mea
and wyrce of him gescy
ct facio ex eis  calciamenta
mistlices cynnes swyftleras
diversi generis subtalares
and SCCos lcher-hosa and
et ficones coligas et

butericas,  bridel-hwancgas  and

utres frenos et
geraeda flaxan vel pinnan and
falera flascones et

higdifatu spur lehera and haelftra

calidilia calearia et chamos
pusan and faetelsas and nan eower
prras et marsupia et nemo vestrum
nele oferwintran buton minon crafte
vult hiermare sine mea arte ®

I Dictionary af the Arts and Scionves, 1754, Val, 1

4 . pa 349,
2 Archbishop Allne's Colloquy, printed in v o

ocabuluries, T, Wright, 1857, page 9,



APPENDIX V.
The prtition 1s set forth at length in the following words :—

" Ttem whereas the fourth daye of marche in the syxtenth yeare of the reygne of the ryght
noble primee Kynge Ldwarde the fourthe, the ij seueral felowshipps of the horners and bottellmakers
wf this cyvte were by reason of thyre especyall sute and labor then made to the lorde mavor and
aldremcn of this cyte fur diu'se resonable causes and consideracons by them the sayde horners and
bottell makers, pronounced and declared to the sayde Lorde Mayor and aldremen, vayted and
knytt into one felowshipp by the nanie of horners and bottle makers and by that name apoynted
to be charged and chargeable at all tymes from henceforth as by the ordenance and vynon entred
in libro L. fol. 118, more playnely vt dothe apeare. It was this day at and vpon the lvke sute and
abor of the ¢ osones skvlfull in the Savde arte and occupacon of the horn's and vsynge onely the
same arte and occupacon made vnto this courte to haue and beare from henceforth onely and solely
‘he name of horners and by that namc onely to be at all tymes hereafter charged and chargeable
n and to all manner of taxes, contribucons and charges to be by them made and borne within this
ytye either to the quenes maiestye or ells towards the com'en affayres : and charges of the sayde
ytye and not by the name of bottle-makers and horners ordered graunted and agreed by the same
ourte for diverse very resonable causes and consideracons opened and alledged by the sayde psons
inge the pecumacon of horniers and namsly for that that all the p'sons of the sayde fellowshipp

! I irs and wore wonte to use and exercyse the same arte are nowe utterly
it ame and <hat the same one p'son is dryven by reason of a certayne
4% e=tabl shied among other the ordenances of the sayde fellowshipp

f e osall L fellowshipps together. The effect of which artycle ys,
S&4 £} s s of savds izl wshipps of the bottlemakers and horners shuld always
@ skvislopoeoniin che savd arte of the bottle makers and the other skylfull in the arte of the
orners that all such psons ¢

that nowe do usc and exercyse or that hereafter shall use or exercyse
the arte or occupacon of an horner or the arte or occupacon of a bottle maker within this
rte or the libertyes therof shall styll retayne and be accompted accepted taken and allowed to
Lintents and purposes as one hole felowship in lyke maner and forme as they from the sayd tyme

thevr unyon have bene taken and accepted all poyntes, orders rules and other things savinge
wely in the manner and order of the eleccon of thevr savde wardens wherein they shall from hence-

Jther

rth be at thevr libertye to elect vearely and chuse both theyr sayd wardens of whether of the sayde
artes nr occupecons that they shall thinck most apte and mete for the same, the sayd former article

eny thinge therein contevned to the contrary concernynge the said eleccon in enywise notwith
andeng 1

1 Repenory 15, fo. 209
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