






























































































































































































































































































































































































BOTTLE H ORSES 

the 16th century, \yhich illustrates the system of supplying Royalty with drink 
while travelling, is mentioned by Thomas Wright. The ale provided for Queen 
Elizabeth at one of the houses (Wright 
says probably Grafton), where she rested 
on her \\"ay to Kenilworth, was too 
strong. In a letter written by the E arl 
of Leicester to Lord Burghley, he says: 
" But \\"e \vere fayne to London with 
bottells, to KenehYorth, to dyvers other 
places \\"here ale was, her owen here was 
such strong as there \\'as no man able to 
drink it. It did pu t her very farr out of 
temper," etc.' The letter is da ted J une 
28th, 1575· 

There is every reason for supposing 
that the bottle-horses carried bot t les of 
leather. As late as the time of J ames I. 
there was a Yeoman of the Bottles . 
" H e hath 1005. a yeare and is to carry 
win e and drinke for the king \\"hen his 
l\Iaj esty rideth abroade." H e is also to 
haye for his fee" all the drinking to\\'e11s 
dampned." Passages in the orders dic­
tating the prepara tions for t he marriage 
of Hcnr\ ' VIII. 's sister, }Iary Tudor , in 
ISq, seem to settle the qu-est ion, as a 
" bottell horse and sadell " are definit el\' 
stated to be "flJr her flagons," \\'hife 
there a som ptL'r horse" for her trus­
sing bcdcle and a nother for her cofres," 
and a " male horse " in addition.' Fig . 60. Buttery-hat ch at N ew College, showing 

carvings of b lack jacks, etc. 

l\IONASTIC VESSELS OF LEATHER. 

The period during which monasticism prevailed in this country was the time 
when \-essels of leather were most in vogue, and as we have seen in the case of the 
black jack, they found, naturally enough, a place in the monastic household. 

I n th e qth and 15th centuries th ey \\"ere (more especially the bottle) articles 
of n tlue and used by \\'ealthy people. In 1381 the Abbey of Durham paid ISS . 
for t en pots of leather and a pair of great bottles for the lord Prior (10 ollis cor. et 
! pare 11lugne botellorum pro d'no Priore I5sY They paid to James the Boteler. 
111 .1397, three and for leathern stoups for the chamber of the lord 

(pro. stoppes empt pro camera d' lli Prim'is 3S. 3d.)' In I4II, the 
rnor of F111chale kept t,,·o leather bottles that would hold two gallons of wine 

1 <lueen Elizabeth and her Times. by Thos. " ·rig ht. Vol. II .• p. 12. 
2 Pnnted ln " Mary Tudor, Queen of France." by ;\Iary Croom Brown, p. 257. 
3 Surtep5 Soc ., Vol. CI II. , p. 592 . 

lb .• p. 601. 
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(i ' ~dres capientes ij la aenas vini) in his study.' Two leather beer vesse~s 
w)1ich "",ere probably bottles, were bought .for Du~~am .Abbey <l:t a cost of .~~ . ~~~ 
rrg. They held two gallons and arc descnbed as ~bbls de cono pr~ ~erevlsl:. _ 

J Such things varied in value, but as poor matena~ or workmans IIp was o~ 
bidden thc difference would chiefly dcpend on the plamness or otherwIse of theIr 
trcatm~nt ; and on their size. When used by the poorer classes the,y we~e generally 
the property of their employers. In 1517 the Canons of St. Mary s Pnory, Hu~t­
in o'd~n, gave 3d. fo r " a botell for the ne~eherd ."3 The Convent of the Augustme 
Ol'='der of st. Bridget at Sian Abbey, MIddlesex, purchased two leather bottles 
for IS. 3d. each in 1530, and the sam.c entry shows that they were f~r y1C usc 
of the car ter. 4 They were , however , stIll used by ~he heads of m~)I1asteI1cs as well 
a s by tlt(~ir servants. In a journal kept by \iVll},lam Moore, Pnor of ~?rcester, 
he records that in 1532 he bought in London two letherne bottells.. for 2S. 
Thi s journal of the last Prior, whi.ch is still in thc .ol.d gatc-tower of the Cathedral 
precincts, is a paper folio, bound m vellum, contammg memoranda, and accounts 
of his personal expen:-ses,.I . . . 

There sccms reason to beheve that the Pnor kept these bottles at one of hIS 
granges for his o\\'n l~SC. 1:Ie probably used them in tra,:,elling, and in the chase. 
The leisured classes, mc1udlllg the occupants of monast en es, were extremely fond 
of hunting, hawking, and fowling. 

Of Chaucer's monk, we are told that 

« Greyhoundes he hadde as swift as fowel in flight; 
Of prickyng and of huntyng for the hare, 
Was al his lust, for no cost wolde he spare." 

In such pursuits a wine bottle of leather, such as those of the Prior of Finchale, 
capabJe oJ holding two gal lOllS of wine, would be more in harmony with the tastes 
of the times than th e modern pocket flask. Nor were their views as to « sport" 
at all like ours; the numbers of nets, luring bells and other sporting implements 
c.. re very ~1Umcroll s. in Prior Moore's diary and suggest very business-like methods 
for se llrlng t!1e ml .c1 fowl and B'ame wInch was everywhere so plentiful. 

A favourIte resld (~nce .?f Pnor foore wa his grange at Crowle, which, as may 
he s~en b.y t~l C ~ketch at FIg. 55 . \vas a beautiful building. It was till fifty years 
a;;o lll.iact. WItIl Its c11apeJ, grea~ hall, and. even the moat, an account of the making 
of \\'ll1c11 IS recorded III the dIary . ThIS old grange, at which the two leather 
bottles were probably kept, was in r860 des troyed, for no apparent reason, by the 
owner, who was kill ed shortly after. One can only regret that it was not shortly 
before. 

It will be noticed that in latcr records the bottles are more frequently specified 
as leathern. In ~he year !:,)23 the Priory.of Durham paid fourpence for mending 
O!'C , as t~1C [ollowlllg ll1argl1:al note occurs 111 the Bursar's accounts: (( pro emenda-
~lo~~mlUs ~otellae-=l~ con~ 4cl . .:_ A~<;~ at the _Monastery ~n Holy Island, when 

J Priory of Finr halc , Surters Sor. Vol. VI., p. 156. 
~ l\ ccOUn! Ho ll s. Sl!rt('es Soc. Vol. I X ., p. 86 . 
::I ):I chols IllustratIons of !I1ann('r~ a nd E xpenses 1797 292 
1 1\ . HI S[fJ;"y of Agri cu lture and Prices, (Hogel's). Vol. 1 v.,Pi>. 613. 
~ ! IJI <; ~rs . !JetS 11.')\,: been prin ted hy the Worc. Historical Societ . 
;) Llber l3ursam E cc!eslae Du nchn ensis," Vol. XVIII. , Surtees loc .• p . 293. 
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(( the S tatc of the House as quitted by John Castell, Prior of the same, A.D. IS33, " 
was recorded, tl lcrc wcre in the buttery (( ij drynkyng crosy , 6 cups, and 2 lether 
bottelles. ", 

;\ t tl1e Col lege of Ling£ield in Surrey in 1545 there were two butteries, each 
con taining leather \'essels. In (( The Botry " were It It'm ij lethem Jacks viijd. 
It'm .A lctltern BotteH iijd." Also in "The Botry next the kechyn" there was 
" A lethern BottelJ of a Galon iiijd."2 Among the goods of Jane Law on, last 
Prioress of :\esham, at the house to which she retired on a pension at the Dis­
solu tion, there were at her death in 1557 (( A lether bottell and a puder basinge," 
worth lwenly pence in the buttery.3 An inventory taken at the Dissolution 
of til e Priory of .\Iin :=, t er in Kent , gi\'es " j lether pot and a woode tankard" in 
1I1 c " C; rea tc Bathe" amongst much pewter.~ 

. ,, 'n:.cs~. ~~~l1lp l ~' :; a,~'e .no t \'ery numerous, but toget~er with those in Chapter III. 
tIle) \,\_111 sen e to lllu:,t rate .the llS~ of leather vessels 111 the domestic departments 
of ~~1(:-:.e (~ lcl monast1c bodtes ",l11ch four hundred years ago were a roachin 
t~1e lI. ell~ , and of whose halls and refectories there remain but the turf-cl~~ fou d ~ 
hOIlS, or bare deserted chambers wherein is now n a 

" ~ 0 mark of leath ern jack or metal can, 
:\ 0 cup, no horn, no hospitable token." 

--.... 
F it; , til. L~alllt~r Bottle 111 H ax e)" Church , York~hirc. 

LEATHERN VESSELS I N CHURCHES. 

\ -esse!", of lea th er , being as a rule a part of the domestic outfit of those old 
co nl1lHlll it i<..' " \\'ere a fea ture of th e refectory rather than the church, but they 
were aL 0 llsed for more strictly ecclesiastical purposes. 

Chalices of a kind of leather are mentioned in Ducange's Glossary, in which 
he quotes lhe foll owing from the Edict of the Council of Treves which met in 

I l\;; in c's ::-;or lh Dmham. 
C! Smrcv Arr ha ologir:a l CollecUons. VO!. VII.. p. 236. 
:l \ I'i ll s a nd I ll \'c nl () nc~. \ ·n!. II. of Su rtees Soc .• p, IS7 . 
.j ,\ rehacologia Carlli a rla. \ '01. \ ' 11., p. 295 . 
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. n fur ther to celebrate within our 1310 :' ,( We forbId t hat anyone shall fresun:~.a ~r lead or of Hide or of brass or 
province, with a chalice ,?f wood orr~a~~~l~~l l~e doubted, however, if the read~ng 
of clectruJ11 or of bronze. It .m~h" edh ion of Ducange t he same quota~lOn 
is correc t , for under fJMttrctn m e . s~l!le which apart from the context, pomts 
is given with p c'utre lor j}C ,tc: a :vana l?n .' f ewter 3 

t'o p eltYlt11l, ~ word us~d in m~(haeval mven;~~l~~r °t~l~ ur ~ses of 1/ bottling " 
Bot tles 1tl early y mes. w~le. not ofteg ~'litt le ractd~d fill the 16th century, 

as it is now understood, tillS havmg ~:e~) e~ were J sed for the carrying, not the 

storing, of liquor . Glass bottles were very 
rare before the 15th century, and f?r a long 
time after were only used for thmgs of a 
precious or very perishable nature. After 
tll is time bo ttles of metal became more 
common, though they were not usually of 
large size like the leather ones. 

I. 

Fig. 62 

D Oll! 11'.1)" to Ch urc h I io ust!, 1.udlo w. 

The leather bottle being the ordinary 
bottle of the co untry t ill the 16th century 
it was not strange tha t it should find its 
way in to churches, as a receptacle for the 
sacramental wine, Such vessels were not 
likely, however, to be described as leather 
bottles till others were becoming well known. 
In tbe Churchwarden's Accounts for the 
parish of Leverton in Lincolnshire is the 
entry uncleI' the year 1528 "For a wine 
boUcH ijd ."4 The material is not stated, 
but there is evidence in another entry occur­
ring immediately after, 1/ for sesening of yc 
wyne bottel jd.," which satisfied the editor 
of the accounts that it was made of leather. 

" Fifty years later t he clJurcll\\'ardens of \Ving, Buckinghamshire, paid IS. 6d. 
for .a tynllf' \~'Yne baUd [or the churcll," ·1 which, not being of leather, did not 

req ~tJ re seasomng. In a , "olume of accounts in All Saints' Church, H ereford, is 
an l11' "cntory of c11urch goods in which, under th e datc r62I, is the entry: " It. 
X II Birtcllsyf leather ," which seem to have been botells. As in those days wine 
:"<1S drawn from ~l, e woo.d, tl lcse church bottl es were no doubt used for carrying 
It from some nClgllbounng cellar or more frequently from the nearest town. 
Items of expense incurred in so carrying it are very frequent in old church accounts, 
as for instancc a t CraLLielcl in 1592, " pd. for iij pyntes of wynne againste Whissone 
Sundday xviij d. P el to J ames Fall e f or fetching it from H olisur iijd."6 

1 " rllle)',lic:imlts tie quis coY/on cum calict ligneo vel vi/reo vel S/OI111 &O vel plumbeo vrl de Pelte vel de aUI'icalqo 
vel da elec/Yo infya Hos/rom prollillcia11l lI iteriliS celcbrarc preStlHw/e. "-Ducange, P :lTi s, 1845, Vul. , . , p. 183. 

2 Vol. S. p. 183, Col. 2. . 'b I ' 
3 In th(' lI'ill of llugh l.r<l fltham of York, proved in 1409, " j quart o ' l~ de peltro, J dosan vas I us PI' tn, 

i ij vasiR l'eltri "occurs. "Testa. Ehor.," Vol. X L V. of Surtees Soc., p . 48. 
4 AJ'c iTaf.'ulogi;1. , ".., 1. X1.T. 
5 Arcl1<l ~ ologin . Vul. XXXVI. 
6 Cratfield Parish Papers, 1895. p. 120. 
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In the parish church of Haxey in York hire a fine leather bottle of about 
a gallon was in modern times discovered, with other lumber of eccle iastical char­
a~ter" a t th,e bot tom of a disused cupboard, A will be een b the ketch at 
F Ig , 61, It ,IS a late development of, the keg-shaped bottle and has a rich piece 
of COll\'ell tlOnal ornament stamped Into 
the side, o\-er which is the date 1709, 
T here can be little doubt that its pur­
po::.e was to cont ain t he Communion 
Wille'; indeed the local tradition is to 
that effect, and it has been exhibited 
at se\"C'l:al Church Congresses, 

BeJore the Reformation all churches 
and most chantr~' chapel - had , in addi­
tiOll to th e chalice and paten, with phials 
al~d eructs for oil, flagons fo r carrying 
,,"llle and water. These in lhe wealthier 
minsters were of silver, but in smaller 
churches of pew ter , tin or wood , Oc­
casiol1a ll~ r they \\'cre of lea lher. In an 
ill\'entor\' at the Public R ecord Office of 
t Ill' 1500(1::. o f the chantry a t La l\l o Llnt ~oy 
College. \ ' "(' IIs, in 1545 , is the item : "ij 
pOl t s of lether , Yc:de\\'id a t jd." 

They were a Iso used in churches in 
la tel' t imes, 'try pes "~Iemorials E cclesi­
a tle<.d ," q uotes a ~I S, warrant of _ ovem­
bt'r, I SjO , to ir Rafe Sadler, to deliver 
I\o l?L'rt Bass~k , Sergea nt of the ycslry, 
van ous surpllce:" cloth s for the table of Fig , 63, Ludlow Chu rch f" o m Ea~t. showing tile 

J J 1 b f Church H o use, t I e C lUpe , ta Ie-cloths or the body of 
th e chapel, albs, books, etc., a little pot and a g-uispin and a pair of tin 
cruet·, In Cripps' " Old Englisll Plate," "letber tankards" are mentiOl~ed as 
occurring in a church account in I,')67, but th e nam,e of the c hurc h IS not 
gi\-en, nor any ref~rence. to the "document , On t he same page a church 
illyentory is quoted 111 WhICh was a penny tanckerd of wood used as a holy 
water stock" 

Leather pots of various sizes were used in the Chapel Royal at Whitehall, 
in the reign of Charles II " as appears by a Royal warrant still exi ting, in these 
term:; : "Charles R . 'vVe will and command you that immediately upon sight 
hereof you deliver or cause to be delivered unto our well beloved servant Thomas 
I-l; l~'TleS, Esq" Sergeant of our Vestry, for the use of our Chapell these parcells 
follo\\'ing," that is to say, four surplices, etc" the" parcells" specified being 
chiefly vestments, but Bibles, Communion books, silk points for the" coapes," 
and ,', three black jacks, three gispens and one perfuming pan of iron," were 
in cluded in the list, "The warrant was given under oure signett at our Palace 
of Westminster th~, 4th day of May in the 15th year of our reigne, r663," and 
was addressed to our R t. trusty and Rt. wellbeloved cousin and councellor 
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Eclwardc Earle of Sandwich, Master of our great W~rdro~e .. '" ~he whole of the 
articles are stated to be " for the use of our Chapell,' but l.t IS qUIte proba~le tl:at 
these black jacks anci the leather mugs or « gispens " w~re lI~tended for mOIstenmg 
the tllfoats of the chorist ers. Not long before that h.me, m 1640, Eton College 
ga vc for « a Black Jack for the ~horis~ers " three shillmgs and fourpence .. 

It is likely that the black Jacks m churches were, after the 16th century, 
most aeneral1y for th e use of the choir-men. Church organs wer~ few, and the 

b singing was frequently accompamcd by a band 

Fig. 6 .. 

The P ort, r' s Lodge, I.udlmv Cast./ C' , 
wh, rr- I W" t!r ' nki n '~ j Icks \V •. r e kept 

in tll ,- 17th cen tury. 

of musicians who performed on ~he bassoon, the 
bass-viol, the fiddle , and other mstruments. It 
is proverbial that these mi!lstrel~ were a very 
thirsty class, and a black Jack m the gallery 
would have met with strong approval from th~m, 
without exciting surprise among the congreg.atlOn. 
A "Funerall Bill" of the 17th century m the 
British Museum shows that there were black jacks 
at Lincoln Cathedral at that time, It consists of 
a list of fees for a funeral which took place at the 
Ca thcdral and includes charges for the « Quire," 
workmen, etc. For the use of a « Black Jack" 
sixpence was charged.3 There is evidence that 
black jacks were kept in old churches in England 
for various purposes, but it is unlikely that they 
were used for the sacramental wine after early 
times. 

111 the Middle Ages the church was the 
common hall and meeting-place of the parish, 
sometimes the store-house also;4 and many 
churches still bear evidence of lJaving been fortified. 
Such uses might lead to jacks being kept in them. 

In later times moreover a good deal of liquor, chiefly ale, was consumed in con­
nection \\'ith churches and sometimes in or about the building itself, Numerous 
items in the c11Urcll\vardcns' accounts show that this was so in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, but Harrison in 1580 speaks of the great reduction in the number of 
l( these idle wakes, guilds, fraternities, church-ales, help ales, and soule-ales, 
called also dirge-ales, -with the heathenish rioting at bride-ales, well diminished 
and laid aside " ;.i but in tim es subsequent to this, the craft -guilds often met in 
the cburch as th e religious guilds had done. At Ludlow the last surviving member 
of the. Gu~l<l of H;;tmr,nermen often described to me the meetings of the fraternity, 
early ~n l11s own lIfetIme. They wer~ called together by the ringing of one of the 
be1~s lU the church tower ar:d met 111 the south transept, where pews had been 
asslglwd to t.lI cm for centurIes, but tllcy shortl y adj ourned to the Bull tavern, 
In the records of the Company which are now in the town Museum, the minutes 

- - - -- - - - - - -- -- - - ---- -
1 (~ ld C,llcf] tl e-Dook of 1 ~1 t' Chapel Royal, Camden Soc. --- -- - - - -
? Enger s nls!'ory of Agrlc ulturc and Plices. Vol V., p . 695 . 
.J Add. )155. ,34, 14(), to. 1-10 . 

.. Six Centlll'ies of \l'ork anr! Wage$ (Rogers) , p . 66 . Also the Evolution of the English House, 
(5. O. Adely) , 18H8, Chap. X . 

5 H arrison's Descrip tion of England, A, D. 1577- 1587, in Holinshed. Vol. I., p . 138. 
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are gellerally headed: "Then the Hammermen met in the u ual place in the 
parish ch urch," b ut in 1715 power was gi en to meet el ewhere, pro ided the 
placC:' \\'as stated in th lVIinute Book. The F raternit , however, \Va tenacious of 
old customs and. continued till its di.ssolution in the I th century to meet in the 
church , One of the sillc chapels called St, J ohn's hancel wa " t he u uall place 
of meetinge " of the ancient company of 
Stilchmen of Ludlow in 1679, and is so 
dc:-,cribecl in thei r ~linute Books, with 
th eir records now in Ludlow Museum , 
Dea ri n cr in m ind the connection of these 
old auit ls witll t he buil<ling it is interest­
in o t">to nole t hat t his great collegia te 

t:> • 6 ch urch p ssessccl m I 05 as many as 
t\\'ch'e jacks, as the following entries in 
the churchwarden 's accounts for Novem­
ber of ll1 a t year records, "It'm payed 
for tl w llw nding of the letherne Jacks 
xij (1. " It is true , th~t leath ern J~cks 
wllic11 ,, ' (~r e not dnnkmg vessels mIght 
ha\ 'c belonged t o the church wanlens, as 
"j acks of defence," were. owned and 
paill I'o r 1J ~' the vanou, pan hes. In the 
acconn ts of the \\'ardens of t he church of 
St . ~l ic hac1 in 13edwardine, \Vorce ter , 
" a J Clcke" is mentioned which being 
oTonpC'd \\'i th " a llyll " probably refers to 
~ ~titl' 1tecl jerkin, and thc succeeding 
item" P a\'ecl for another J acke to the 
Tayler at "the Knowle end v . viij d .," is 
sti ll more likch ' to ha\'e done o. T he Hg, 65 
LudlO\\' J'acks seem to have been pot, Black J ack used by the Crowle Bell Ringers. 

Drawn hy W. B, R ed fern. 
howen'r , fo r the next entry says " It 'm 
pa~'ed for the scouringe of the xij Jacks vjd,'" and payment for the scouring of 
tIl e pe\vtcr and oth er pots in the chuTch are numerous in the accounts. 

At t he village of Crowle in \ iVorccs tershire there was in the old belfry some 
years ago a leather drinking jack which had been used with another jack and 
a I t':'a t ll~r llott1c from time immemorial by th e bell ringers. The old church was, 
in the suggestive language of an old parishioner , " t aken down to be restored." 
1,'11(' jrt.ck \\';:ts saved" howcv r ~ and is in th e ~u t?dy.of the chief bell-ringer. It 
hgur~~ once a yrar 1:'- an anClent cus.tom which IS shll kept up there. On New 
Year s E ve trl.e b(: 1l -~11l I?ers ca~ry tl:e Jack rou~d to the farm-hou e of the parish, 
~t each of Whl Ch It 1S fllled WIth CIder for thetr consumption , a proceeding which 
IS probably a survival of the old Saxon custom of " wassailing," This jack is 
proballly as old as th e end of the 17th century, though a lat er d~t~ (I786) , which 
is prob<1.blv the da te of its being given to the church, has been cut m It rather rudely 

Churc h\\'ard ens'~o11 1lli()f T.udIO\~Th~\\';;;-in part edited by the la te T homas Wright, and 
p ri n l ed hv lh e C;l1nden Soc, T he above ex tract s do no t • . ocCll,T t here, but ar c from a cO~'Pl~t~ 
copy tran<;crlb('tl bv the' lat e ?l l r, U ewt'l1yn Jon cs, Ihe j3cks wcrc p rob a bl y k ept In t e 
Church HOll ,e, 
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with a knife. Its ll ~ i ght is 13! inches, ann the width across the base sev.en inches. 
It is reputed to hold a gallon, and has a much more shapely and convement spout 
than most leather jugs. (Fig. 56 and Plate 8.) A very fine jack used by the 
ri ngers at Lincoln lias already been described in Chapter III . 

T 11 the vestry oJ the parish church at Stafford is preserved a fine black jack 
which measures 191 in ches in height and holds two gallons. It has been used for 
man y years by tb e bell-ringers and has a number of ringers' names cut in the 
leath er , and uncler them the dates 1750 and 1798. There seems to be no other 
record of its his tory, bu 1 in the Autumn of 1907 a dispute arose as to its ownership 
bet\Vec~l th e R ec tor ~U1d .churchwardens (who wished to remove the jack from the 
~w1fry fo r safer kcepmg 1ll the.clu;rch ), and the ringers, who refused to part with 
lt , and who were even t ually ch smlssecl . 

F if( . fi6 . St. Crm;s, Winchester. 



F ig. 67 . R t' m .ukabk T.o ll1o: r t-;"ules from the Fieldhouse Collection. 

(I IAPTER ,, ' III. 

THE MAKI);G OF LE.-\ TllER VESSELS. 

" 'Twas in the time of ~oah when the world was drown'd 
That the first leather bottle afloat was found. "t 

S
O sings the author of one of the numerous editions of the" Leath er Bottell }I 
song, ar~ (l doubt~ess so . simple an. elucidation of the first ~rigin of leath~r 
vessels l S not wIthout Its attractIOns. The true explanatIOn, however, IS 
shadowed forth in the opening lines of a still later version of the same 

song, which run : 
" Goel bless tl1 c cow and the old cow's hide 

And everyth ing in th e world beside.'" 

~t was from tb~ tanned hid,?s o f cattl e that English leath er vessels were made, 
~nd If. we ,,:o,ulu, gam <l;n y tr~l e ldca of the England of old times we must picture 
to OUl :,elve,., d . S~Clcty 111 w In ch t il e l.l ;;C of leather was far more p . t t1 
l S gt'nerall y realIsed . In addi tion t o the coats helm ' t d t1 rommen lan 
l~ugc ,b()~ ts~ gloves, gir~ll es , purses, breeches a~d oth:r scl~~hi 0 ler armour, the 
sMldle hdg:-" and g)'pcleres form C'd part of th . ng, small pouches, 

- - - '-. _ _. _ ______ _ ~eqU1pment of travellers. Also, 
I 1)1<1 Hro(lU Sheet. -- - ------___ _ 

:: Th e t 'ni\ t r,a l Song,ter: or ~fu seurn of Mirth. 1828. Vol. II. 
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as t he greater part of the goods traffic was carried on horses, enormous pouches 
for \Yater, for clothes, dishes, or food, were slung on their backs, as well as l~ss 
pliable bottles, mails and coHefs , all of which were o~ leather. ~oods c<:trne~~ 
on carts and waggons were prot ected hy leather covenngs called bare-hIdes. 
\Vithin doors, besid es numerous articles not now made of leather ,. there were 
geTH'rally cu ps, pot s, and great pitchers of that material. 

TN PRE-HISTORIC TIMES. 

Thf! primitive cup alrpac1y allu,decl. to in eha.pter 1. as ~laving been dug up 
in London and now in the II. Syer Cummg collectIOn at I<ensmgton has, from the 
implements found with it , been ascribed to the Neolithic period, and was probably 
made by the man W110 used it . Experts in leather have pronounced it to have 
unc1 l.T'gcine some process of tanning or curing, which must have be~n of :: rude 
description, as it sti ll retains red hair on its outer surface. The cup IS four I!lches 
high and about the same across the mouth, and would have held nearly a pmt of 
fluid. \Yhen found a~ a great depth below the surface in West Smithii.eld, i~ ~as 
crushc(l flat by the \\'el[; ht of supenncumbent earth, but was restored to Its ongmal 
shape by soaking , It is a very archaic and curious object, vividly illustrating 
tbe rudeness which must have characterized the earliest leather vessels of this 
country. 

It is possihle that before the Roman occupation a considerable advance 
had been made in the fashioning of such vessels by the races then inhabiting 
Britain, but the little we know of their domestic habits leaw's this very much 
to conjecture. 

\Vith the advent of the Anglo-Saxon races, the era of well-wrought vessels 
of leather for general use may be considered to have hegun in England. Though 
they made pottery and glass, they were by tradition and habit, makers of wooden 
and horn vessels. \Vith t1H;m the manufacture of glass and earthenware were 
arts w11ich steadily declined , whil e t11e working of leather into flasks, bottles, 
bougcts and cups, as well as numerous other ar-ticles of daily use, was one that 
continued to increase and flour ish with the lapse of time. Much light has been 
thrown on the industrial arts of th e Anglo-Saxons by the results of excavations. 
The leather cuy \y ith silY?r ~10untings \vhich is .mentioned at page 19 as having 
bee!l dug up 111 DerbysIllrf! l S stated by the fmeIer , Mr. T. Bateman, to have 
1~~nshe\l to a very great extent , though the sketch he gives of it and from which 
F l.g. 5 lS taken, app~ars t o sho.\v tllat Ili s knowledge of its shape must have been 
fan:]y complete. It IS ull ccrtalll what craftsman would make such a cup as this, 
\\'ll1eh was probably exceptional in its richness, but in later Saxon times l<:ather 
bottles (as sllOwn by tllC rotIl century manuscript quoted in Chapter 1.') were 
made by the shoe-maker, like most other articles of leather th en in use . 

I N THE MIDDLE AGES. 

. I t is also sho~'n in t.he same chapter that early in the Middle Ages workers 
In lenther had splIt up mto separate branches, and for the next two or three 
centuries leather drinking vessels seem to have been almost exclusively made 

I Sec A p-pcndix l V . 
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the bottl e-maker:; and \\'ere not made by t he hoemakers (gen~r~lly c~ed 
:lwaincrs)- at least not in the towns, I n remote country place It IS pOSSIble 

t they ," ere, . , . " ' Ch t I th t 
It is ~ l lO \\' n, incidcll tally , In th e document , alreadj \ en 10 ap er.. , ~, 

he fe i ~ll of Ed\\'ard IV, the Hom ers " exerCl ed the fea t of bottle-ma~lDg, ' 
it \\"a~ 4uitc natural th~t t the makers ,of pouche and bouget . bould likeWIse 

,sSOCialf'd \\ itlt th e makmg of leather p ck ' and bottle, In \ ark, as already 
vn, \mter-bougets were made by the cfaftsme~ called bog e-ma~er or boulge­
ers, \\"bo were allicd t o the botellars, The fIrst boulge-maker ill the Roll of 
:men i ~ J oh n ::\Iiln , W l lO was admitted in the fifth year of Edward IV" 1469, 
the last \ \ 'as \Yill iam :J1yn, " bogemaker " in 1500 , 1 

I n London I can find no t race of any craft called bouge-makers, uch things 
,ably contin ued to be mad e by the pouch-makers or coffer-makers, Pal grave 
is " Lesclairc issemcnt de Jet longue francoyse," print ed in 1530/ tran lates 
yseur de ballUs" as " a lether coo fer-maker or a bouge maker." 
In an Act passed in t he sixth year of Edward Vr., to prevent dive~s 
ly pefsons " regra ting and engrossil:g lea ther " and selling the sam~ agam 
ccssivc prices, is tLis claus,c ,: "ProvIded always .. , .. , that all Sadlers, Glrcllers, 
wainers and all other art1i1ccrs such as make Males, Bougets, Leather Pots, 
arcls , Fia,rh icles , or a n y other " 'an ",; of , Leather ~hal~, or m ay buy all such 
of L eat l H,' r as sl l",11 be n ece ss:=t r y f o r' t.hcir O ccu pylllg, ,. 

T IlE ~lA I~EW:i OF LEATHER BOTTLE :'u D JACKS, 

j(~t t le~ ::ecm to ha\'(~ been in ancient t imes, a they are stili, t he mo t numerous 
01 lcalllC"l' n~~scl:-, and ga \'c to the whole industry th e name it bore for so 
'ct'nturit ,:,:" The l'arlit'st ment ion of this trade of bottle-making that I am 
tinted \\'illl h in tIl l: Fn:emen 's E oll of York in 133 1, \\hen H enry de Lyncoln, 
,<lmittcd a freeman I,ll' the city a::- a " bo toler, " and the next , in 1334, when 
1 de ~ L hctd\\'ell, I, but tder," occur::- in t he same list,4 
\ s a Surl1dll1 C', Dowler or Botiller is common in the 13th and 14th centuries, 
: generally l)fO \~e :-, not to be the name of the owner 's calling, In the reign 
:hard II , ancl altef , t he word vras Jess often used for a leather vessel maker, 
'upplanted by tl1a t of bot clmakcr, probably because it had been confused 

I: il e () c~:upat ion of a b utler , \~hi ch was spelt in much the same way ,S The 
SCHll el lllH'S uccurs , }]()\\ c\ 'er , lI1 tl l C sense of bottl e-maker down to the fifth 
If Ec.l \\'~nl IV, in t ll e F reemen 's Roll of York , \\'hen William ly n of York 
lt t' lTd ; \ ~ a " bottdcr. " Tbal 11(' was a maker of b o ttl es a nd not a butler 
" ' Il b~ ' a late l' (mlry in \\' b.i ch he i,:, tlescrihed as a " b ottelmaker ," 6 The 
,S a l n :<1(l :,- '.. q \l (~:-t -=-l~)\~ ~()nclU S1 \' cly lhat the jacks, bougets and bottles 
t'Cllll~n lI t Y',rk, Surtees Soc, Vol XCV I. , r,:!~i - -- -------------
ook Il l. Io 11. 
ct \ "" E I~\\'i,rli \ '1., Cap, 15, 
onlt-r- u' 1 b(' ':,( \ wit h I II til<; records of olrl t owns at ca rl itl' da tes thaI! t hese b ut a' th I 

L i"!J: ,:' ,II:' "Ill",rs (.If ,uch r fl.O rt\s t o h~ve been but lers 1 do not in t he b ' f 5 'ti~y a re ,ad ways 
1l1'il t " l I I 1 I "a sence 0 pas] ve eVI ence. 

, .. ' , "l!. "~ \(.Itt t · :na ;e rs , t. lOug 1 I have no do ubt that is wha t they genera ll y were, 
e ]l,1~1 .: I "~r\ !'j')tnote \ 0 page 22 , Boteler for but ler end ured very m uch longer, and was derived 

fr, [JIl l . I' e j I,;lt' "('\' \\' IH'rc he l'rc~)( l rd an d WlllCh \\'~s written in mon kish La tin Dotil/eria and the 
DUll", fl,::,I, 1/15, 

et'lllC'il ur Y"rk, Vo l. );('\'1" Snrtccs Soc" pp, 2R5 and 272, 
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of the Middle Ages were made ,by craftsmen devoted almost entirely to that kind 
of work, but by whom were they made after the 16th century? 

It will be apparent from the documentary evidence adduc~d. tha~ at the 
beginning of the 17th centu:"y the ar~ of the .bott1e-m.aker as ~ (lIstmct mdui try 
was declining. In London It was dymg out m the reIgn of Ehzabe~h. In Y o~k 
the last bottle-maker admitted was J ohn Saughell, who took up }us f~'eedom m 
1588.' If they were few in these cities they would be much fewer m smaller 
places. The York Roll extends to half-way through the 18th century, but there 
arc no more bottle-makers mentioned, except John Bynkes and John Myn,. who 
are only recorded as tlw fathers respectively of a baker and a tanner admItted, 
one in 1604 and the other in 1605.' 

vVe know, however , from the numerous references in contemporary literature 
a nd from the existence of bottles and jacks bearing authentic dates and other 
e\'iclence of having been made in the 17th and 18th centuries, that those vessels 
had not ceased to be used down to modern days. Moreover, bottle-makers, as 
users of leather, are mentioned :lS late as Queen Anne, in a Customs Notice in the 
" London Gazette."3 

\Vhile the trade of the bottelers was an important one, cordwainers and other 
leather workers were restrained from encroaching on it, but as the former craft 
dwindled and its organization decayed, it was only natural that such encroach­
ments should take place. That they did take place we have seen already! 

In chapter III. I have shown from the existing records of the ancient Company 
of Cordwainers at Oxford that during the latter half of the 17th century and the 
" 'ho1e of tb e 18th the black jacks belonging to the fraternity were bought from, 
or presented by, people whose names also occur as members; that members, 
moreover , were sometimes paid for repairing the jacks, and that when at the end 
01 1.he r8th century th ey were all sold, the purchasers of them were members too. 5 

This makes it tolerably certain that the black jacks of those times were made 
by the cor~lwainers cr~ft . I' An inventory of a Birmingham cordwainer made in 
1679 contams a black Jack, but there is no evidence that he had made it, as it is 
not part of his s tock-in-trade. No \'essels of any sort were in the" Shopp " and 
t he Jack was among trenchers and firkins in the buttery. 

In the re$isters of All Saints' , I ewcastle-on-Tyne, in 1601, John Scott, a 
"jack-maker, ' is mentioned,' but he was probably a maker of buff jerkins. 

In the 18th century, when manufacturers of leather wares on a more modern 
scale wer~ springing up at places such as Northampton and Walsall, bottles and 
probably Jacks too, ;vere made for a time in conjunction with other leather goods. 
Northampton especlally has long been famous for its leather wares but there 
~pp~~,ar t.o b .e n? trace:< an10ng it~ existing records of the bottle-making' trade and 
II I s nul probable t h a t s u c h tllll1' '''S were . d t1 . ' 
b :,[on ; the 1.7th century. In the;::O year 16ma e N 1ere to any e~cephox:al ~xte~t 
dIary, noted" a leather bottle 6d bo ht 9t

O Na horthampt?nshire sqUlre, III hIS 
. - ;;- - ~ - - -- - ___ ~_ ug a ort ampton III Aprill."R Ene clo-

~ "JOll. Saughell, bottcllmaker . Thomae Sau I I '" y 
~ Joll. Bynkes baker fil Joh. Bynkes bottel~lekl, l~bo~;1Sr. RMS., Roll of Freemen. 
3 See Chapter II. , page 31 a er. ., all of Freemen, York. 
4 See page 24. . 
~ ~,ee page 78, et seq. 
b 1 he l:lurs"-r ~I Winches ler College tells me that the black jacks used there were towards the last supplied 

by the College shoe-maker. 
7 Rran(Is ' Hi st. "ewc:l.stle-on·Tyne, MDCCLXXXIX., p . 362. 
::; The .\nliqllary. 1872, p. 242. 
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peclias of th e r8th century speak of the bottle which were then made of leather 
as being mad e b\' the (( case-makers," These \\' e~e probabl, th~ more Fo~er~ 
shaped , fla sk-like' bottles.of thin leather, and ,~nade ill conn~~tlOn wIth the eat er 
covered ala.:.s bot tles WhICh were known as case bottles, , . ed in 

Prol~bl\' the lates t mention of the making of l eath~r bottles 1 con tam JI 

(( A Tour i ll 'the ~lic.lland Cou?tics of England performed m tbhe tsumml :~e~f;J~~ 
\\'111'c11 ..: a \'''- " "\'orthaml)tonshlre has a manufacture of shoes, 00, ' ea , 

,o L , • , h 1 " This passage occurs 
et c" an(1 a good many people employed ll1 t e, ace w~y, ' :\1'" 
i.n an article by Thomas De Quincey's father m the Gentleman s . agazme 

for 177 -1- ,' 'al f dri kin from It is generally taken for granted that leather as a maten or n g 
is a thing of the past: and such \ 'essels seem to be severed so completel from the 
lile of tei-day that one \\'ould hardly dream of finding anybody living at the end 
0:- :h<"' 19t,h. ,c.c l~turY, \~ho would rem~mber anything about th~ir making, There 
\\ as:, bo\\ l \ Cl , 1Il 180/, a t the, H ospItal of St, C,ross, near Wll1chester (see Figs, 
66 and 68), an actual eye-WItness of the makll1g of leathern jacks, One of 
the Brptbrcn, who was once connected with the leather trade remembered 
to have seen in his youth an order executed for four jacks f~r Winchester 
College, That traces of sU,ch a~ old ,industry should remain so long is 
perlmps less wO,nderful 111 ,tIll , a l~ c l ent CIty than it would be in most places, 
Here" and at St. Cross , Instl tutIon that are hoary \\'ith age survive com­
paratl\ ' el ~' unchanged, and cu::, t om that ba\'e el ewhere disappeared long 
19O , The boys a t th e College still eat off wooden trencher and under the 
)lcl ardl\\'ay of the Hospital a horn of beer and piece of bread are given to every 
Lpplictln t , a custom da ting from the day, of King tephen;. e ent ears ago 
ucl1 ;,;un'j\'ab of till' pas t \\ 'Cre more numerous, and at \\ ll1chester Co~lege t he 
Il:-tom of sL' l'\' ing tu each dormitory t\\'o leather jack of beer ever~ ?lght was 
:C pL up , an:--' t hat remaincd in t he morning being claimed as , a perqUl lte b the 
) e <l - lll ;l!~('J' ''' '\"; Ca l'fl Ja('k ... \'ould hold about three gallons, it was probably the 
, a tt enuated ,.. mall a le " d t' :>cribec"i by Charles Lamb, Po ibly the vest ed interests 
,f t lte bcd-makers ht:lped to perpetuate the custom, J acks were also used for 
arr,"in :.,:' beer into Hall , a::. already described,' \Vhatever its strength, the allow­
net' of bceT' a t th e College was liberal in quantity, In 1709 an attempt was made 
:l as('crt ;'lin the amount of beer consumed in the College, and a table of the result 
; entered in the Liber Actoruml of that year. By this we learn that the 
baplain s \vcre allowed seventy quarts a week each, "By the seventy children 
n<1 sixte01l choristers at. the rate of three pints per diem each (which is more than 
w y arc obser\'ed to drink) 1 8 0 hogsheads, Fifteen servant each twenty-one 
ua rh \\' ekl,", poor and prisoner'S five gallons a day," A a result of the investiga­
on 3-t-S llOg~h ead s y~ar1y were found t o be brewed, O\'er and above t hese liberal 
110\ ... ·a T\ cc ~ and not accounted for , and to remedy it a re-arrangement was made 
1 which the chi ld.rcn and chori st ers \\'el 'e allowed what they should can for" within 
80 hogS!H:"ads a y ecll," It will be seen th reforc that if anyone in the school went 
l11'S~ ) ', ,t '.Y U;; hls o wn fault.. (Fig, 7 1.) 

rlw Brother of St, Cross abo remembered in K ings-gate Street t 
1an_t~\~0 _h~~~~~ ~l~ds from the College, the shoe-maker's shop at a h'o~oe :~f~~ 

- -- -- -- - - - -
1 Vol. XLIV" p, 412 , 
2 Sec page 71. 
3 Printed in Annals of Winchester, p, 375, 
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is sti ll slanding, w11lTe more than sixty years before he saw four ~ eather j~cks mad.e. 
Th e particu lars he gave mc of the process have been of considerable mterest In 

~llpplementing the knowledge obtained from a study of ~he vessels .themselves, 
as to thr~ manner in which they were made, and I had wntten for tius chal?ter a 
long and detailed accollnt of th e meth od pur ued. It seem, however, deslra~le 
not to print it, as the value of old jacks and bottles having increased, the tempta.tlOn 
to make imitation ones has becom e greater within recent years and I have deCIded 
to omit rnost of the details. Hitherto spurious leather ves els have b een easy to 
detect, being very ignorantly made, but the more knowledge becomes available , 
the more sll ccessful these forgeries arc likely to become. 

Fig . 6. Huttery door, H ospital of St. Cross. W inchester. 

THE FEAT OJ? BOTTLE-MAKING. 

In a document of 147() at th e London Guildhall the trade of the maker of 
leathern vessels i~ spo ken of as (( tl.le fete of bottle~making." This is a term 
not seJdom used m old documents 111 connedion with the industries of skilled 
craft.sI!lCn, but i~ it had l?~en i!ltencled t o distinguish thi art and mystery, as one 
req 1ll~l11g exceptIOnal ablhty, .1t would. have been ~ptly used. For no one can 
eXan?lDC one of thc?c vessels WIthout belDg struc~ WIth it admirable workmanship, 
or \\"lthOl~ t w()nd cnn~ that suchy crfect adaptatIOn to the purposes it had to serve 
were so Simpl y .and chrectlY,acllleved . Some pages devoted to the subject of their 
c(jn~tr\l C llvll \\"111 nut lherefore be thrown away . 



THE FEAT OF ROITLE-)L-\EI G r8r 

Roughly speaking, the mediaeval bottle " 'as made from three piece of leather 
Iy, the bod~ ' being moul ded from the large t , and two end from the two smaller 
y addi tion~l ones bei ng .simply narrow slip. for thickening the earn and neck: 
Ie shape ot the three pIeces IS ~llown at Fig. 69, the 1ar est being of greater 
19th t han \\'oulcl be -upposec1 wIthout actual mea urement. 

. Th.c bottl e \vas made on a wooden mould or block, which had a cylindrical 
1J ectloll O!l which to model th e neck. The latter did not project above the seam, 
rI only sllglltly bulged on each side. It \\'as cIo ed with a topple of metal, 
ad, horn, ~r leatller , in early times. "ome stopples were co tly, judging by 
)se bouf?ht Il1 I392 for the Earl of Derby, one of which co t two _hillings, and 

t\VO glnlll '::j and h \'o stopples, thirty-three shillings was paid,' Corks for 
;ks and bottles 00 not seem to ha\'l~ been used till the I 7th century, In old 
nts of that time the bottles and phiab, in indoor scenes, are generally cIo ed 
,h buncJws of rag or paper. TIle first corks met with by Professor Thorold 
gers were in 1627, In 1692 bottl e corks were I 3s, a gross. in 1698 2S. 6d! 
the end of tb at century \\'ine bottles of glass were manufactured in England 
large quantitie3, I ha \'e seen three leather bottles which had stopples of 
ther , but t hev are nut'. 

A remarkable and cnormou::ly large- bottle in the collection 01 Mr. V·l. J. 
~]dhousf. has a neck so " 'id e t}la it mu:::t haye required a large wooden bung 
tbe stopple. It \\'as furt h r ::;ecured b~ an iron cap which j- attached to a kind 

hasp hinged to the tup ridge of t llf ht1ttle, and which could be brought down 
~ r the neck and ~c( ' urc:d there by a padlock pas ed throuah an iron taple. 
'e Fig, 67. at th e lkad of thi - chaptfr. ) The peculiar characteri tic, of this 
:tl e in dica te that it '\as dC3igned for ::-ome exceptional ervice, and I am tron~ly 
posed to bel ieye it tlJ be one of the bottles from the Tower of London, hich 
s used in the collection of the ancient wine tax. de cribed in Chapter IV. from 
y'lor the \Yater-pl)t't '-. " Farewcll t (l t he Tower Bottle." It capacity, ,three 
Ions , coincide:; wit h tho~,' men i(lnl'c1 In' Taylor ; moreovcr, the great Size of 
, neck (unique so far as I kno\\') woul et' be an advantage in catching the wine 
it spurted from t lJe hole::; hored j~1 th,e casks by ,the collecting officer. There 
~ no leisurel\, turning of taps or acl]1.1stmg of tun-clIshes, an d the dues demanded 
~e often resented or refused. In addressing the bottl es Taylor says: 

" I , t ha t fo r your sakes l1 a vc given stabs or stripes 
To give you sucke [rom Hogsheads and from Pipes. 
I , that with painE'S 8.n(l care you long have nur t . 
Oft fil1 c<l ,'ou with th E' be-.t and left the wor t , 
And to rnaintaine ~ .. ou full would often pierce 
TIle best of Butts. a Pl1nrheon or a Ti E'rce." 

The extraordinary strength of the arrangements for safeguarding the contents 
this exist ing bottl e is suggestive of the turbulent sccnes in which those Tower 
ttlE'S must often 11 8,'e ha(f part , and would be valuable in preventing the stopper 
mg accidentally knockerl out or deliberately withdra'wn, The 'Vater-Poet 

I .. Pro J StOp' I po i butc' lj, Item pro lj =lnCtUfiS l't ij stopell pro hotelJis domini per m a nu s ejusdl'm 
XXXllj <,," Derby .;"Cldl n lS Cam. Soc .. ed, by )\iss L. Toulmin Smith 

2 IIi st , Agriculture and Pncc' \'01. \ I. , pp. 608,9 . 
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gives a graphic ac~ount of the ~'ough and arduous nature of wine-collectmg from 
the ships in the nvcr Thames . 

" All weathers, falre , foule, Sunshine wet and dry 
I travamed still your paunches to.supply . . h 
Oft have I fought and s"vaggere~ m your .RIg t, 
And fill'd you still by eyther sleIght or mIght. 

'Tis know~e yo~ ha~e bee~ st~b'd thro~n in the Thames, 
And he that fild vou beaten wIth exclalffies, 
Marchants who have much abused bin, 
Which Exigents I never ~rought you in. 
But I with peace and qUletnesse got more, 
Than any brabling e're could do before, 
The \Varders knowes, each Bottleman but I, 
Had always a crack'd crowne or a black eye, 
Oft beaten like a Dog, with a scratched face, 
Turned empty, beaten backe with vile disgrace." 

This extraordinary boWe came from Chatham, where it had remained in 
the family of the owner for more than seventy years. It seems quite p~obab.le that 
if not actually one of the great black bottles of the Tower of Lonnon, In WhICh the 
literary water-man of James l.'s time was wont to exact dues in kind from every 
wine-laden ship that entered the Thames, it is one of those that succeeded them. 
One side of it is enriched with fleur de lis raised in relief, and outlined with stamped 
stars, as shown in the sketch and in Plate 24, from which a faint idea of its 
size may be gained, by comparing it to the horn cup photographed with it. 

Fig. 69 
Shapes of leather before being made into a bottle. 

THE MAKING OF A BLACK JACK. 

In making the leather pot or black jack only two pieces of leather were cut 
from the hide, the strips for thickening the seams would, of course, be taken from 
the scrap. The larger of the two was so cut as to include the handle and the body 
of the pot in the same piece (as shown at Fig. 70, which are given to scale from 
actual examples), the shape depending on the design of the jack. A new jack 
was pitched on the inside and blackened on the outside. This lining of pitch 
kept the leather from contact with the liquor, and prevented it penetrating and 
soft ening the leather. 



THE MAKING OF A BLACK JACK 

I n the Bursar's accounts at \Yinchester College in the middle of the 17th 
~cntUlT are ,'arjous entries of payments to an occasional helper named ~udse~, 
for pitching and blacking the black jack,>, In 1645-6, " Sol. Pu?sey pro ob,linen~s 
:anthari:-; piccis zs , 6d," In 1649- 50 occurs" Sol. P ud e. pro. picandl .et mgr~ndis 
)cto can tharis 35," In r669-70, "Sol. Pudsey pro plcandis et deruggrandls 12 

~ antha ri s et reparandis 3 bus 7/."1 
The jacks which t he Brother of St. era s r~mem~ered to ha ~ e~n made 

:arh: in th e 19th century were bla~kene cl by. bemg p~te~ .over wl~h ink, and 
:inishec1 ",ith a poli sh of black sealmg-wax dissolved ill pmt of wme. 

There can be little doubt that jack-making at '\ inche ter in the I9th centur 
Nas a som c\\'llat exceptional s~f\' i,'al, and ,th?;t it was a~ost th~ last trace of tha,~ 
:mcien t industry , An interestmg passage. m School Life at 'Wmchester Co~ege 
;110\\'5 that the ja cks werc to be bought 111 1830, and were bought for u e ill the 
\l idlancls ~s, wcll, as locally , "On the way we pass through Ante-Kitchen, where 
,s the famIlIar pIcture , of the 'Trusty Servant.' Here may generally be seen a 
:~\V of huge le?-ther JUf:?s , about two f,eet high (jacks), made of hippopotamus 
:lde, ,and peculIar t~ Wlllchester, I belIeve: at any rate, a relative of mine who 
:,\'ed III one ,o: the l."I l(;lland C:onnti es , purchased a pair every year, ann he used to 
, lye m e th e cOn1111l S~lOn wh1 ('h I l1 a ri. t he areatest pleasure in executing, as he 
llways sent me a fIve-pound not e to pay for them with, and could never be 
l~du~ed t o take any change, " . The notion that the\' were made of hippopotamus 
nde 1S, doubtless , a _cllOOlbo\·'s m ist ake. . 

It is an int r e:3 ti ng: fa c t tha t a t .JIe- r , ~ [eIT\"weather ' factory at Greenwich 
)lack jac ks conti nl1ecl "t o be made down t o the middle of the 19th century, and 
till 111 01'(: interesti ng t hat the grea t wooden block and rings on \vhich they were 
nodelled a rc sti ll in exi ;:, ('nee, I n one old corner of what i now a vast estahlish­
!lent fur t h l,' maki ng of fi re -en~i n f' ;; a nd kindred appliances, are a. number of odd­
ooking \rooden obj ect;:, m uch like bi kittle. up ide dowIl. (Fig. 72. ) These 
ores or blocks ap pea r t o be of con.;: ici era bl e aO'e , and are certainly more than a 
entnr~ ' old , A~ can be seen by the sketch they are not like jack in shape, because 
heir necks a re u nduly prolonged and the portion which modelled the vessel's 
pout is a separate piece of wood, This arrangem ent enabled the wooden core 
o be more easily withdrawn after the body of the jack had been worked in a damp 
ondition into the required shape and dried on the block. The bottoms w~re 
noulcl cd separately on iron rings (a number of which have been preserved WIth 
h e blo c k s ) a nd after dryin g were stit ch ed into place, 

BAD ' iVORK NOT ALLO\VED. 

Ol (~ lea t her ,vessels ~l.l~e as s~rong and .durable as they are picturesque. This 
vas ,no ~JO~ l b! ~\\,lll,g ,to theIr havlT~ g shared. m the ~eater thoroughness and honesty 
:f \~ orkrr,ldn :-hlp \\ 111ch charactensed medIaeval tImes and the tradition of which 
ll1flererJ m t o subsequ ent ccntmies; still further to the absence of the haste and 
[1dIffercJ1(~ e that m ars,so. much of th e work done nowadays. It was also the result 
:f the stnnge-Ilt, restnctIOns by \vbi,ch trade guilds prevented bad and slovenly 
vork. T he ordmanres of the Bottlllars of London in 1373, and those of the 

1 )15, ,\ CcOU;lt BJok; itt \\ '1 l1 c '1 C'st e-;- Col!;"e, ~an" - t - t - f - - hi h I --- -
}Ir, T J, Kirb,', ' J ex rae S rom w e owe to the late Bursar, 

2 J, Camden Hotten' I SiO , p 88 , 
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boLLellers and bogge-makers of York in I472, show how care~ully the making 
of th eir wares was reCfulated, but the soundness of the raw matenal was also most 
st rictI V looked after. b The pO\vcr 01 search in mo t cities was, so far as it conce~ned 
leat hci·, vest ed in the Cordwainers' Companies. The law of these societies provIded 
for the examination by official searchers of the leather brought to the markets for 
sale, in th e most minute det ail ; £01' the sealing of that which was sound and the 
forfeiture of that which was bad. Apart from the effect of such laws for insuring 
the use of sound material and the exercise of good workmanship the conditions 
under which such industri es were carried on must have made a great difference 
to lea ther wares. They were not in a hurry in those days, and generally spent 
several ye~rs-fivc or six sometimes-in tanning a piece of leather. Even" the 
House of (~OIm:non s did n o ~ .find t.oo insignificant the decisi0,. of how big a piece 
of lca.t.her It might be \\'CoO'l] III th e mterests of the sboe-making trade to allow the 
cobbler to buy for the patching of an ()ld boot. ". 

Q 

F ig. 70. Shape of leather before being made into a jac k. 

MAKERS' MARKS . 

. " r.1: Lh e ~rdin.ances of t he Botellars of London , drawn up in the I4th century: 
It IS st at~.cl th.at ?t was ordered by the Mayor and Aldermen that" every botillar 
should affi~ l11S slgn to tl~e botells and other vessels by them henceforth to be made 
of leathcy: III order that 1t slla11 he kn~wn ."vhose wO.rk it shall be, under penalty," 
e.tc.. TIns was no doubt the mark WlllC~ 111 those tImes, clerical knowledge being 
IU11lted t o a few, men used as a sort of.sIgn-manual, placing it on their work, and 
when necessary , on documents as a SIgnature. Mercbants' marks, the mason's 
maI:ks on the hewn stones of 01~1 buildings, and the joiner's and carver's marks on 
anc.lent wood work, etc., are ll1stances of this. One occurs in the shape of a 
spng or sma]] branch on all the earlier rnisericords in Ludlow Church. (See Fig. I4.) 

On leathern vessels such marks sometimes occur, but are rare, as the bottles, 
etc., are generally late enough to have the maker's initials instead. Initials are 
vcry commonly found on bottles, and not seldom on jacks. When impressed in 
the leather with a stamp they may be regarded as those of the maker, as it could 
onl y be done successfully when the l ~ather was wet a!ld supported by th~ wooden 
block inside. Those which are wt ll1 , or branded WIth a hot punch of Iron, are 
much more 1ikely t o have been the initials of subsequent owners. The letters 
I. 5. three times repeated an: often s :en on late bottles and must have been the 

1 Town Lift' in t he 15th century. " (Mrs. J. R . Green). 
'2 P ,lg(' 2~ S'l tJY.1. 
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mark of an important maker of such thing. r T he e letters when occurring in 
pairs han been taken to indicate the date ISIS , buL in tho e in tances that have 
come uncler 111)' noti ce a third pair of initials i traceable midway between them 
near t ht' nf .. k, whi ch disposes of that theory. I.G. thrice repeated occur on jacks, 
imprc:'3fd in the leathcr. 

~;~;=----- - --

Fig. i 1. D :o r,llI to ry , \\'inches tcr t:oJ! ege, all er a sketch hy Kamlip Flet cher. 

Ol~;;:AJIE;.:lTAL ~TAMPS. 

Tll\' most usual method of ornament ing or marking the later pot and bottles 
'as by stampin g them with metal punch es , while the leather wa stil~ soft, and 
f'fore i l \\'(1':' rcmu\'e rl 1'1' 0 111 th e ~upport of the \\'oodcn block. ometimes th se 
la mps arc uf ",a.ri u u,; pattern:;, quatre foils. stars, rosettes, and fleur de lis, but 
lOre fr equently an (-'[fee t i ,; obtaint-d by vrouped mark from one punch. An 
nusuall y' rich inst ance of this punched ornament is a jack once belonging to the 
~arbC'r-~urgt:ons' Cumpany at Oxford , on the fronl of which fiyc different punches 
a \'fl lwl>J1 used to m8.k~ th e pattern . Tile permanence of this kind of ornament 
) also :-.b,I\\·11 il1 tlli~ example, ar.; it has remained uninjurcd by time, while the 
,ainted cl)at;,-of - anl1~. thnngh not so old , ar nearly worn away . 

Ol...' c(1~ionally h)lllh arc found in which the pattern was made by carving it 
Ip u n tl1t' h 1",_· k. Th\) u~h en>ry \'essel made on it would be of the same pattern, 

1 See Fig. 1. 
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such examples are rare, the m~st usual .being t he. Deur de lis. .A large bot:le, 
holding more than a gallon , whIch was dls.covered III Worceste.rs~1Ire by t~e well­
known arti st l\.Jr. F . D. Millet , has on one sIde a large £leur de lIs III low rehef, a~d 
is now the property of Mr. Laurence J. Cadbury . There are ot?er examples. III 
the coll ection of Mr. F ieldhouse (see Plates IS & ~4 ). , and an?the~ III t1~e possesslOn 
of :Mr. \Y. H . F enton, of Heston, has a heart sImilarly raIsed 111 rehef. 

THE VENDORS OF LEATHER VESSELS. 

In the few cities in which the trade exist ed in early times the wares of .the 
botteller would naturally be bought direct from the maker himself. The EnglIsh­
man of the Middle Ages strove always to buy his goods at first hand. He had a 
great aversion to " the middle man," and was willing to go out of his way to almost 
any extent , in order to dispense with him.' Buying and selling was not the 
" go a':i you please contest" it has since become in England, but was surrounded 
\\'it h numerous and complicated re. trictions, all trading enterprise, from the 
merchant down to t he pedlar , being jealously limited and controlled. As a rule, 
when t l)e pla ce of t heir purchase is recorded, mediaeval leather vessels are found 
t o have been bought in London. Apart from being the chief city, London was 
a pcrpdnal fair and market ," and in several respects unique as a trading centre. 
The fact that the Prior of \Vorcest er and the Bursar of Winchester College found 
it worth whil e, at a t ime when travelling was so slow, to buy bottles and pots of 
leather in L(.mdOT1 ,:\ for use in chies so distant and so important, is a significant 
fact , and p01l1.ts (a.s do many other indi cations) to the industry being to a great 
extent centrahzed 111 London . -

.Y orl~ seems to h~vc been the only other place where it was of importance, 
yet 111 spIte of the eXIstence the~e of a flo~lrishing craft of bottellers and bouge­
makers, t he monks of Durham 111 I495 paId for t en pitchers of leather and the 
carriage all t he way from London.· 

The account rolls of Durham Abbey for 1397 contain an item of 3s. 3d. paid 
for leathern stoups for the P rior's Chamber , to " Jacobo Boteler,"·; who was 
probably a local craft sman , and whose name indicates that he was the maker of 
the vessels, but usually in the provinces they were bought from general dealers 
who sold a variety of ar ticles. 

I n the Household Book of Sir J ohn Howard, who lived in Suffolk in 1463, 
entries recording the purchase of leather drinking vessels are fairly frequent, but 
they always appear to l1ave been obtained from deal ers in the nearest town. 
All his dealings with cordwainers, which were very numerous, related to 
" botuyse, " " showis," and" the vampeinge thereof." Sir] ohn Howard, though 
a great man and the heir to a Dukedom, sometimes bought the leather vessels 
himself, as when in 1463 his st eward records, " Item the same day my mastyr 
payd to Cumberton for a ledder potte xvd," and another time " Item my mastyr 
payd for ij botte11es iijs viijd," and again when he notes in his own hand-writing, 
" And th e same day afore writen I payd t o Komberton ... .. and I tooke heme 

) ;)IX Centuri es of Work :,tncl Wage". p . 144 . 
2 SIX Centuries of Work and \\' ages . p . 111. 
3 See pa .ges 168 and 71. 
4 " Pro ric-ce rn am phris corriis empt apud Lundon ct pro cariagia 8s."-Surtccs Soc ., Vol. CIII ., p . 653. 
5 Surtces So ., Vol. X CI X., p . 184. 
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the same tyme xijd fore a newc lcder pote.'" Comberton, judging by the variety 
of tll f good boug-ht of him, which are recorded in the e account, mu t ha e been 
a general dealer 'and kept a shop . 

The more simple indust ries of old E ngli h life were not centralized (as that 
ul bottle-making seems to have been ), and the tendency was for eyen village 
to be :-iell-supporting, t he food consumed and the article- u ed being to a gr at 
cx Lcn t raised or made on the spot. T hus the indu tr of a place upplied it with 
the nece 'saries of li fe, such luxuries as were con i tent with the . imple habit of 
th c,time::. and leather vessel. were among these-·brin obtained from the neare t 
market t OW11 or fa ir. 

Such , 'esse!:; were " 'it hout doubt oft en purcha ed at the ereat fairs which 
:"E're one of the most important means fo r the distribution of good more important 
l)l~ th e ca;:;c of. :ome wares even than t he market. To t hem it w~ the eu tom for 
gleat numbel s of people to converge once a year t k 
are now of li ttle account where they still exist h~~nag eo~~r~hda ets

h
; . bu t. t?eY

I purpose. ' c e elr ongma 

. . I ~ ~}:e B~rsar's Books at \rinchester Colleg~ is ent~red in IS 0 the cost of 
till e.e ]a(?\.s of a gallon ea~h bougl~t at JIagdalen Fair. ' Thi fair ~as held on a 
l1O\vl1 ca.l ed Magdalen Hlll , a nllle to the ea t of \Vinr he ter on the 2nd of 
AlI ~ Il C;t. ' 

Perl lap the mo~t impor ant fair in the outh of En land \\a the one called 
Stonrhridgc Fai r , held undr th authority of the Corporation of Cambridge. 
In the ~ 't'ar 15;5 Lord Xorth of h:irt linge note amon a- hi hOll ehold expen es 
the thin~' ~ bom:~l a (, turbridg Faier," which include a " Jacke," ix pail and 
a k l..' ttl r .',' L 

Tllcre is a toke at the Guildhall ~Ill -eum , i ued in r664 b . " Robert \Varde 
Glasseller in n· Strand ," which ha on the reYer-e a model of the leather bottle, 
which m ay n1ean that hf. sold such thin . 

OF . PURIOl.: JACKS AND BOTTLE 

The collector o{ old drinking vessels is more fortunate t han th e student of 
architecture, for t hough the obj ect s of his quest have often been degraded to 
mean purposes, t hough they b ear the scars of rough usage and the evidences. of 
mutilation, they have never been " thoroughly restored" by a " representatlve 
'ommit1 pe and a competent archit ect ." Their scars qre hi- torie , anet even t heir 

injurie,; instruct ive. H e m eet,.;, it is true , with shams and imitations, but he 
has the ,a llsfa(' tion of knowing that genuine work has not been destroyed in 
makin g- them., :.: ncl e'-en "'hen a black jack h:}s been" faked up " with spurious 
111('1 al -~\' u rk, It lS not scraped and gu tted out of all emblance to its old elf, as 
old .b ll1~rl~ ~l:~S c.~f:en arc . .Jacks an~ bott~es are now so much olwht after; and 
\\ ll cn o!I, ll'J fm !'alc realIse such l11gh pnces that the temptation t~ ma uf t 
sllanls IS \'en' Q"reat . n ac ure 

. Fortunatel~- the spurious specimens are a a r 1 . 
hltll erto only m oderat knowledge has b~en nece , aryl~~ d~t~~~~:::.r~ly I~~d~J~:J 

.', \1 ,nll"r" and H o useho ld Expenses ~E~gla~l 841. 
,- . :J ~g~I 1> (Jc. cono ("m pt In nundmis de magdalene vii 's" 
-1 Extra ct s from the H ouseho ld Boole of Lord North A J\.., 1 . V 1 

' rCua eo ogla . o . XIX , p . 295 . 
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not corred to speak of them as imitations, as they rarely betray any sign of 
ha,-ing been copied from old vessels, but are such as a cobbler could pro~uce 
with rio lllore skill than he had acquired in the pursuit 01 his legitimate occupatlOn. 
The purchasers of them arc too ready t o believe that old things are .necess~rily 
coarse and clumsy and of rude workmanship. In reality th~ reverse IS ~h e .case, 
and tlwugh sometimes rough and dirty with age the executIon of genume Ja~ks 
and 110ttles is skilful and highly fini shed. In the judging of such th ings, as w~th 
oW furniture, the power to dist inguish the sham from the genuine becomes wIth 
experience a kind of instinct , which is almost unfa.iling, but which depends some­
times on very slight and intangible evidences not easy to put into words. There 
are, however, certain salient points of difference worth bearing in mind . 

P rhaps the form most usually taken by these fraudul ent vessels is that of 
a plain mug of leather. It sells as a black jack, but requires no great amount of 
time or expense to produce. The varied contour of a real one would require 
patience and skill to copy , \\'hereas a ug with straight sides is soon turnecl out . 
In such false pots tlle bottom is often flush with the sides, an invariable sign of 
a sham. The genuine jack had al,,;ays a deeply-recessed bottom, (the best way 
to make it water-tight ), as the seams projected considerably and the bottom 
(always being liable to " swag" with the weight of th e contents), might bulge . 
so as to wear through or prevent the pot standing. Another poin t to remember 
is that all jacks with handles stitched on are shams. In genuine ones the handles 
are always a part of the same piece of leather as the body of the vessel and con­
tinu(;ms wit~l it. '~'bi.s is practi~ally inva.riable, but the fact of the handle being 
contmuous IS n.ot III Itscl f suffIclCnt to attest the genuineness of a jack, as sham 
ones arc sometlmes so mrld e, and also occasionally ltavr. t he bottoms recessed. 

Fif? 7'2. Wooden moulcl s and rinRs for making black jacks 
at ;\Icssrs. Merrywea ther's, Greenwi ch . 

THE BOTTLI NG BOOT. 

. S~nrious lca.t1:cr mu gs ~re often n~ au.e from the instrument used (unt il the 
1t1Ve]~tIOl~ o£ bottlmg rna clunes) by . Wlll e bottl ers and called a "boot." This 
bo ltlmg l1lstrument. \"as a larg;e cY~l11dric al cup of leather and usuallv had the 
bottom exten ~led .beyoI1l1 t1l e qdr.s m a broad Hanae. It had a thick 'strap and 
buckle by whIch. It was attached ~o ~h~ knee of the operator, ann " .. ·hen in use, 
the bottle t o be fIll ed was placed wlthm It , so that when the cork was being driven 
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~ n ,,-itll rep, att:rl hlo\r s, ~he wine was a eel if tIte bottle hroke. T hough _ till used 
In olrl-fasllloned lt0l!se~ 111 the butler 's department , the leather L< boot" has, since 
more modern bot tlmg methods became u uaI, gone out of use in b reweries and 
place.;; where large numbers of bottles are filled. Thu a number of t he c discarded 
leather cups ha\'e sometimes found their way into the hand of curiosity dealers. 
The\'lla\'e sometimes been t aken for a kind of leathern beaker which had no handle ' 
but °morc oft en It a ve had the flan~c and st rap cut away, and a ham handle stitched 
on. I\lany spurious jacks have been made in this way, but the are easily recog­
n ised . by. the sl'a~ns lla:oing no projection, by the handle being tuck on' in. tead 
of bemg III ?np. plece \\ lth the Jack, and by thc eneral air of patchine. s and poor 
\\-' )l"kmansll1p. }.; e\·crthelc. the unwar are often decei \ ed by them. 

The l> ottlin~ boot i:; al a fo und among the collections of the curious in its 
ori~?"i n al and" unfakrc1 " condi t ion, though not on the strength of it real and 
sn~e\\-hat unromant ic hi:-itory. Its true origin and purpo e is perhaps ometimes 
unknown t o the Yendors, but romantic yarns of varying degrees of probability are 
gi ven in explana tion of its exist ence. One was recently sold to a callow collector 
as " a stirrup-cup t o fast en to a saddle, and held upside down to prevent the dust 
and dirt getting in. " Another. was dcscribed as " a leather mug formerly used 
by postboys to strap t o their arms so as to be able to drink without al~ghting . " 
On e would have thought t hat the post-boy would have preferred to dnn~ from 
a jug, rather t lJ an carry a leather pot seven or eight inch. long fastened to h IS ar~o 

Of course some of the e bottlin a boot are of con Iderable age, and are q UIte 
in terestin (t in their way . I t i ne\'ertbele to be regretted that absurd f~bles 
should bcbcirculated as to their origin, or that they hould be sold as black Jacks 
at many times their real yalue. 

TOBY ] l:G- OF LEATHER. 

The old En !..:1i..,li j U Q5 of pottery (generally eorgian in date), \ hic~ \ e~e made 
to represent a corpulent old to r _eated with a foaming pot of beer m ~s h~nd, 
arc periect ly famili ar to most peo Ie uncier he name of" Tob, jug ." An mgemous 
fabricator of spuriou- black jack- has lightened the monotony of hi labours by 
produc.i ng small leather jug-. in imitation of the shape of the Toby Philpot jug 
of the J 8th century . 

I t is astonishing that a,nyone should be credulous enough to accept them as 
old ones of any. date ?r pen od . They are certainly made of old leather , hut are 
put together With naIls (machine-made gener::llly ) and have a hoddy air about 
~lt em that oug.ht t o arouse suspicion in t he most inexperienc d collector. A Toby 
Jug of leather i s tile \·cry acme of imbecility, yet I have known cases of their being 
purchased for high prices. 

:\. perfectl y genuine and intere ting old jack or bottle is sometimes faked 
up ,,-ith metal \\-ork to in ' reao e its value, or rather it aleablenes . An inst ance 
o( this is a pair of magnificent old jacks a t Broome Hall. uffolk, t he properly of 
Lady Bateman. :\otlting is known of their hi tor ,but they ma) ha e come from 
one of the old Hospital or P alace, and, falling into un crupulous hands, have 
been mounted with thin bra-- artificially darkened. The hold about six gallons 
~ach. and 0r:-e i~ 2

0
) inches hi.gh; ~he other li htl le . On the front of the largest 

l ~ a medallion ut Henry \ Ill. 111 a perforated border, \vithin which is a Latin 



LEATH E R DRINKING VESSELS IN ENGLAND 

inscription and the date 1509. On the front of the other is a hea~ of Queen 
Elizaueth , surro unded by an inscrip~ion. and the date 1583. Both Jacks have 
lids of the same thi n metal , all of WlllCh IS stamped. work of the early part of the 
19th cent ury , and has been attached by small brass pms. Both hav.e been regarded 
as ent irely genuine for the last seventy year , though ~hy elt~er Hen~y ~r 
Elizabeth should have adorned a pair of beer bombards wI~h theIr p?rtra~ts IS 

difficult to understand. This pair is an instance of the fakmg of an~lent Jacks 
with modern mounts, but at the present day it is usually silver that IS used for 
that purpose. . ' . 

A description of t he smgular-lookl1:g vessels at Plate 12 n::ay serve to w<l;rn 
the inexperienced collector, and show 111m that the lea!~er pot IS no~ necessanly 
genuine because it is of weird ~nd st r.ange app~araI.lce. I he large o~e m t~lC centre 
has hancl les made from old rems plaIted , and IS stitched together WIth thm copper 
wire. This alone should have condemned it apart from its other villanies. The 
leather of the body is :1ew, ~nd has a lip stuck on which is made of soft chemically­
tanned leather, n::achme-stItched and rather worn. On the upper part, between 
two banel s ~ o Wlllcl~ tll e .h andles a r e attach ed , is a n ondescript animal try ing to 
look llcraldlc; he IS pamted a dull red and is stitched on over a seam. The 
whol~e, has l~een caref ul1~ dirtied ~nd smeared with paint. 

I he obJ ~ct . t o the nght of t h1 s grotesque forgery can hardly be described as 
a .vessel., It .1~ ~ lInply a plec~ of new lea ther folded and the edges -fast ened together 
WIth wl~ e nellIs. A long sIl t has been cut to form the semblance of a handle 
and a plCce of old leat her stit ched into. the bottom of the folded part. ' 

The very small vessel t o .the, left IS made from a piece of old and weather­
beaten leather. Tl:e ha~(l1 e 15 n veted t ogether with wire nails and the whole 
Ins been coated WIth stIcky black varnish ,md dust ed with sand. One of the 
forger 's chief difficult ies is t hat of producing an old :-tppearance in the leather, 
and for this reason he sometimes makes usc of leather tha t is already old. Spurious 
jack::, a r c som etimes made from t h e la rger pieces of old cart harness, the flaps and 
housings 01 which are oftcn wiele enough to afford material for a fairly large pot. 
Old leather, however, being vcry stiff and hard cannot be bulged or modell ed 
into a good shape, so that t his kind of forgery has, with a surface of cracks and 
wrin kles suggestive of great age t o the inexperienced, a mean and uninteresting 
contour, and its lines of stitches are level with the surf2ce inst ead of being sunk 
into tlte leather , which has always happened if they are old . Moreover , genuine 
old jacks and bottles are not often greatly cracked or wrinkled (a condition that 
comes of III nch exposure to the wea th er , such as cart harness has to undergo), 
but frequently have a silky smoothness and a soft polish that only centuries of 
modf'rat e wear can produce. 

0.4 '1", : . 
I 



APPE TDIX 1. 

I n the \'ea1' 16 12, rhe " Customs and \ 'alllation of ~Ierchandi5e " gives the following rates 
on H 'c, ,,cb \\'h (' 11 im porte r! '-

RI' t t"ll is ( If ear111 th e d(nell xxx, s , 

f 

of earth covered wit h wicker the dozen xx , -, 

of glase covcn~d with wi cker the ciozen iij .li 
f lagons 

1 

of glase with vi ces covered \\;th leather the dozen xi j,li I 

nf gla<:s tl nc,)\'eH'u the rlolcn xl.;;, 

of tin the dozen xxiij,li ~ 

Cl ao~e ~ call , d 
J)nnking 
Glasses 

. c(l\'crt'd wi h lea ther t he dozen x1.s 

c(>\'t' red wn h \'cluett the dozen x\'j ,li 

nf horne the dozen ii j .1i 

I for drink,ing o f beer t he dozen xx ,s . 

tor dn nklllS of \\'yne the dozen of comoun sort xx. s. 

l co\\'p glasses for drinking o f wyne the dozen xl. s . 

( of ear th or stone covered the hundreth viij .li 

'I t) f earth or ~tnn e \lJl co\' ered t he C. cast con tey ning one galloun to 
, e\'ery ca~r \\h ither in ane pott or mo. xv.1i 3 

Potts ca ll ed 

. .l.PP E);"DIX II . 

r 11 J 689 the r d <:" ie'll' imported \'"""" . w(:re as folIo , ' S ;-

Ha"m: of 1..l[ :1 ( 1e ?Oll d 

d Eanh or ::: l)r~ e dozen ... 

cf G ,a,,5 cO\'l:icd \\; h \\;cker the dozen 
Bottl6 ': + (;,a3~ \\;th \' ice- co\'ered \\ith Lea her the dozen ... 

t i (-T : a~:'l u nC(I\-er(d .. 
, ; \ \ 0 •. ,,1 ,,- :--. e ki n g bo t Ie' t he groce cont. 12 doz,· 

.. ; ::- ; .. nc W I hout t.: J\ 'er" the C. cont. - ::.Core 

l, i ~ronc \\;th co\'ers t he C.5 

Cally-dishes the dozen6 

Dri nking 
Glasses 
Voca t. 

P o ts 

I
f Venice dl~l1ki ng glasses the doz. .. . . .. . .. 

Flanders d rinki ng glasses, the hundred glasses 

1 Scot~h s~~~~ /~~,ncl~ .. dr~~~k i J ~~. g~~.s:;e~ .. th~ .. C . . . co~.t .. 
(

of ea r th or Stullt: 'J)" t: red , the C co nt . - :>core .. . 

of ea rth or :'.tc ne W1CO\'e rt-ct the hunored ca"t con-
'j taining a gallon to e\·t'ry ca ~ whether in one 
, pot or m ore S ., . 

O. I. 4. 

O. 

1. 
4. 
O. 
O. 

O . 

1. 

o. 

O. 
10. 
.t . 

10. 

10. 

6. 

2. 

O. 

O. 
0, 

6 . 
O. 

O. 

8. 

6. 

O. 18. O. 
1. 5. O. 

O. 15 . O. 

I. 6. O. 

2. 10. O. 
- - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - -

\'ll'(" in t 'l1o ilhtan=e were screw stopper;; , from the French \'isser to screw. In the Household 
Boo k ':'£ Henr:: \'III" at the f{ ecorc.l Ofil c<', one is mentioned: .. One Cuppe of glasse with a 
cover. the fot e bt':ng of silver and gilt a nd viced on ." 

2 I do n(.'t tC11 l1k th t: 'fLu;cns" could ha\'e been a ny j ug-li ke vessels, but some kin ds of bottles. 
3 P ri nted in Lhron lr;~; ,: :1d -'I e' monals of Scotland, page 2 9. 
4 A. ct of Tor:nage an I 1'<, uda~= ,-\ nd B(lok of Hate, 16 9, page 27 , 

Rook or R lte5, 1 6~O. ?l.g'7 27. 
6 Th " r" c e ~ ,; 

I b " }cd;C ~" . 
8 lb ., page 11 4. 



APPENDIX III . 

Enn as l(lte as the middle of the 18th crntury thf' duties were very high, as the following 

~xtrac t \I·ill show: -

" In commerce bottlf's of earth or stone pay 111Hd. each dozen, on importation, whereof 

10, /, ~d. is repnicl on exporting them. Glass bottles covered with wicker, pay 6s. 7 1 ~ Jd. the dozen; 

whereof os. 2.
1 

f, gd. is repaid on exporting thE:'l11. Glass bottles covereu with leather pay 

1£. 9s. J 11 ;',~d. the clo7,cn, whrrrof If.,. 7s. 101i
1,-&-d. is repaid on exporting them. Glass bottles 

1.11lcoVf'rrd, pay Is. 5,H-rTc1. thc dozen, Is. 41 ~*d , being repaid on exporting them. Bottles made 

of flint glass jJ:ly 8el. for each pound weight; amI those of green J;lass only 2d. for each pound 

weight. Bottles made of ,,·ood called o, ucking bottles pay by the gross or twelve dozen Is. llMd., 

wbereof Is. 8TC~-d. is rq'>;lid on f'xporti ng them.! 

APPENDIX IV. 

ic bicge hyda and fell 
Ego f' lnn cutes et pelles 

and gearkie hig mid craefte minon 
et preparo eas arte mea 

and wyrce of him gescy 
et facio ex eis calciamenta 

rni sllices 

and 
et 

diversi 

sceos 
fieones 

butericas, 
utres 

cy nnes swyftleras 
generis subtalares 

leher-hosa 
coligas 

bridel-hwancgas 
frenos 

and 
et 

and 
et 

geraeda 
fal cra 

flaxan vel pilman 
flascones 

and 
et 

higclifatu 
calidilia 

spur lehcra and 
calca ria et 

haelftra 
chamos 

pusan 
pcras 

ncle 
vult 

and 
et 

faelcbas 
marsupi a 

of erwin tran 
hicl"mare 

buton 
sine 

I IJictiol1rtry of t h~ .\rts ~lId Scil'Jlces 

and 
et 

nan eower 
nemo vestrum 

minon crafte 
mea arte 2 

:2 .\rchbishnp .\lfric's Colloq uy, print~~ 1754. Vol. I . page :l49, 
in Vocabularies. T. Wright, 1857, page 9 . 



APPENDIX V, 

The pdition is set forth at length in the following words :-

" ItE'm whereas the fourth daye of marche in the syxtenth eare of the reygne of the ryght 

noble prynce E ynge Edwardc the fourth f', the ij seueral felowshipp;; of the homers and bottellmakers 

uf t his eyt e were by reason of thyre es r ecyall stlte and labor thl!D made to the lorde mayor and 
,,]dre nlcn o f thi s cyte fu r ciiu '"e I-e"on a bl" cau", :; and eonsideracoll! by them the sayde homers and 

Dott (' l1 makers, pronounccrl and declare I to the sayde Lorde )fayor and aldremen, vnyted and 

knytt into OIl I? felowchipp by the name of horners and bottle makers and b that name apoynted 

to be cLar ;ec and ch c.rgC'able at a ll tymes from henceforth as by the ordenance and vynon entred 

ill libro L. foJ. 116. muc pbyndy yt dothe apeare. It was this day at and vpon the lyke sute and 

iabur 0 1 the- I ', ,-) nes 5k ~ ' l full in the Say-de arte and occupacon of the horn's and !'ynge onely the 

;ame an t' and occupacon made \-nto litis courte to haue and be are from henceforth onely and solely 

:he name of l lOrners and hy that nam e: oncly to oe at all tymes hereafter charged and chargeable 

11 and to alll1lanner of taxes, contribllcon ~ a nd charges to be by them made and borne within this 

ytye either to the <]llenf'S maie;;tye or ells toward" the com 'en affayres ; and charges of the sayde 

ytye and not by the name of bottle-ma"t r- and hom ers ordered graunted and agreed by the same 

ourte fur di\'e r ~e relT rl: ~ I: na bl ,_ c a U~t 3 ar.d con~idt racon opened and alledged b' the sayde p 'sons 

,inz(' thl. 0 _C11:\\('('11 ( : I., rlr:- r~ and n .i!~E: I ~· fc,r that tha t all tIu' p'sons of the sayde fellowshipp 

1(\['-\'" 1'_ .;. k .l>-~ :n L" '_: 1, ' ',j -::~ ..: a:1d W 1 ~ w n fo t n 113e and exerc~-:;e the same arte are nowe utterly 

ecJ.\~.j _ r.d d_ . 1, ' _;,'. .:1_ " r :-_,,> onc a:-_·"; : L'..t t: e 3ame ooe p'_ 0 i dryyen by reason of a certaync 
ni':~ '_ .< __ .] I,] ., " _-,. r -tabl o: _-:-d :m,-·n :; o the r tl e oTrienances o [ the sa -de [ellowshipp 
, L1" , , . -'' _ ,_: l~ r_ 1.- - _. ; - 1 -\ .-. , ,:u _ 1_ :'-ilow~bpp<; t .g .. thCT_ The e ffect o f which arty cle yo;, 
' '''t. ,b·_ . '" ,,' :]-~ "._~ ,~- · __ o i ·.:"'L ~.a _ - .::~ :",:.1 ,,-=~iI p5 o f me bo tlem akers aJ.d hom ers huld alway 
~ " ,1<:- ': ' !1 F -)Il In ::-.e -a:. d a (' of :l.l 0. t1, makers anti the other skylIuU in the arte of the 

Drn( r~ t~la: a ~ l ~uch p '51)L5 h a t !luwe do U"C and exercyse or that he ft h 11 ' rea er s a use or exercysc 

.- ther t li t' ar te or occupacoll of an horner or the arte or occupacon of a bottle maker within thi 

Ite or th e libertyes therof shall styli rl? tayne and be accompled accepted taken and allowed to 

1 intcnts and purposcs as one hole felo\\'ship in lyke maner and forme as they from the sayd tyme 

theyr unyon have bene b ken and accepted all poyntes, orders rules and other things savinge 

1C1\· in the ma nner and order of the {' lcccon of t h(,~T sayde warden wherein they shall from hence­

rth hI.' at the ;. r li bert yt-' to clect yearely and chu~e both theyr ay<i wardens of whether of the sayde 

art c~ or ()CCuj ·,j,rons that the~' shall thi nck mo t ap e and mete for the same, the sayd former article 

eny thinllC t J-, tr t in cr. nt t yrwd to the contrary concernynge the said eleccon in eoywise notwith 
::u Hb .: n g " I ------ - -

1 Re i""nor y 16, fo. 299 
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