A Tale Of Two Flagons in the mid 1930s. (Neate and Mundey).

The collector Edward R Paton (collecting c1920-c1950) kept together
a good number of his purchase and collection details.

Amongst them are the following correspondence. There is no
comment linking the two writers in this matter.

The dating is interesting as 1935-36 is when much went wrong for
Richard Neate. The Richard Mundey letter also perhaps establishes
the address he was using for trading from in 1936 (as for 1931) and
by his own writing it looks like he was on the Caledonian Market for
most of the 1930s before opening his shop in 1939.

The Paton correspondence seen has only one other transaction
shown with Neate and that was in 1927 and no transactions shown
with Mundey.

Perhaps readers should keep an open mind. It does seem however
that Paton a collector of some years experience and a member of the
Society of Pewter Collectors (1934 to 1949) had certain views
regarding these flagons referred to.



RICHARD NEATE, 92 ALBANY STREET,

Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. REGENT’S PARK,
LONDON, N.W.I
PHONE : MUSEUM 3883
RO s 193 2

Ee. Richmond Paton Esgq,
Hareshawnuir,

By Kilmarnock. Ayrshire.

A 17th. century Flagon Wj.th BUT! type Lid.t.--.a..C.ltgm-‘o"O.
A. |632.

In exchange for Octagonal Salt a wide rim Plate .



RICHARD NEATE,

92 ALBANY STREET,
Specialist in Old Pewter Ware.

REGENT’S PARK,
LONDON, N.W.I

PHONE : MUSEUM 3883

EeRichmond Paton Esq,
Hareshawmuir,

By Kilmarnock,

Dear Sinr,

I thank you for your cheque for the Flagon,
and also for sending the wide rim Plate which I like very much.
Receipt for same enclosed.

I have just purchased two very nice Flagond which
may interest you. One is a very large Flagon with Beefeater
Lid similar to the one in Cotterell 's book page 105 Fig, a.

, , It is V%¥to Lip, a fine imposing piece in good condition.

0t £o Price £19/4 f. The other is a James the first Flagon with
“ erect Thumb piece, 93" to Lip, similar to the one in all

regpects on page 103 Fig, a. The price I am asking for this

little gem is £24 /4 /. I would willingly send them on
approval on hearing from you,

Thanking you in a.nticipation.
Yours faithfully,
el

7/ /7 %
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RICHARD NEATE, 92 ALBANY STREET,

Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. REGENT’S PARK,
LONDON, N.W.I

PHONE : MUSEUM 3883

L 193
E. Richmond Paton Esgq,
Hareshawmuir,
By Kilmarnock,
Dear Sir,
Thank you for your letter. I have today

sent you two parcels each containing a Flagon and trust you
will receive them safely,

I will be quite willing to consider taking two
George the second Tankards in part exchange if you can let
me have them at a reasonable Price bearing in mind that I
shall have to find a customer for them,

Yours faithfully,






RICHARD NEATE, 92 ALBANY STREET,

Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. REGENT’S PARK,
LONDON, N.W.I
PHONE : MUSEUM 3883
20X Bl gl A 193 5~

E. Richmond Paton Esq,

Hareshawmuir,

V4
By Kilmarnock, M ;

Dear Sir,
I answer to your letter re the two Flagons.
I am pleased to note that you received these safely,
with regard to' the history I can inform you that the small
Flagon comes from a private family in Worcestershire. The
wide skirted Flagon was purchased by a dealer at a sale and x&i
sold to me. As you may be aware, it is not customary for one
dealer to enlighten another as to where he finds his pieces.
Trusting to hear from you at your earliest
convenience.

Yours faithfully,
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RICHARD NEATE, 92 ALBANY STREET,

Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. REGENT'S PARK,
LONDON, N.W.1
PHON‘E: MUSEUM 3883
.Sotr 11t’h° ................ el

E. Richmond Paton Esg,
Hareshawmuir,

By Kilmarnoclk,

Dear Sim,

I am in receipt of your letter and am
astounded at the contents. I have had 25 years practical
experience as a Pewter Deeler and in my opinion the
Flagons are absolutely genuine, and I am prepared to give a
written guarantee to that effect.

With reference to your comment on the lack of
circular tool marks I agree with you that in many cases these
do exist, but their abs®ence does not necesesarily condemn
a piece, Qut of the very many specimens I have handl ed
it has been a"fifty-fifty chance as to whether these tool
marks are visable or not. As to the rough surface you
mention that depends on the treatment a piece has received
during its lifetime. Many a fine piece has a rough exterior
entirely due to neglect. I am writing to Dudley, Worcester,
where the former owner resides for further particul ars of the
early 1little Flagon, On receipt of his reply I will forward

it to you.
Yours faithfully,
!
Ly /——‘g—‘\\.—_



RICHARD NEATE, 92 ALBANY STREET,

Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. REGENT'S PARK,
LONDON, N.W.I

PHONE : MUSEUM 3883

SO et TgRES

E. Richmond Paton Esgq, /,J e 4
Hareshawmuir, W

ol
By Kilmarnock, 1"(_& i

Dear Sir,

I have just received the repLy from the man
who sold me the early Flagon and T herewith enclose same
for your perusal, I think you must agree that what he
says about it having belonged to his father, ( and E\Q taking
into consideration the price he asked for it) defintely
Proves the authenticity of the Flagon, In view of/“ this,
I am holding the Flagon for you, as per your remarks in

your letter. Your reply by return willi oblige.

Yours faithfully,



/

RICHARD NEATE, 1// 92 ALBANY STREET,

Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. 1+ i1 REGENT’'S PARK,
T LONDON, N.W.I

PHONE : MUSEUM 3883

&, Richmond Paton Esq,
Hareshawmuir,

By Kilmarnock.

Dear Sir,

It may interest you to know that I have submitted
the small 1610 Flagon to the experts of the British Museum.
In their opinion it is undoubtedly an authentic specimen of the
first half of the 17th. Century. You can verify this if you
should so desire, . If this should make you reconsider your
desire to purchase this piece, I will take the small Flagon I
sold you and £54 4. for it.

Yours faithfuly,

-
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RICHARD NEATE, 92 ALBANY STREET,
Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. REGENT’S PARK,
LONDON, N.W.I
PHONE : MUSEUM 3883 . :/
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RICHARD NEATE, 92 ALBANY STREET,

Specialist in Old Pewter Ware. REGENT’S PARK,

LONDON, N.W.1

PHONE : MUSEUM 3883

....................................

E, Richmond, Paton Esqg
Haweshawmuir ,

By Xilmarnock ,

Dear Sir ,

I recelved the second Flagon safely,
I will be pleased to do as you suggest and exchange the
Flagon you bought from me, I will advise you just

as soon as I get something which I think will be of
interest to you,

Yours faithfully,

-—
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It looks as though the collector probably discussed or wrote about his experiences with Richard
Neate with A T ISher of Cheltenham who were one of his most regular sources.

Note the dates -

)

A-H-ISHER & SON

METALWORK

CHELTENHAM

IRKS: ROS CROWSN LISAGE , ( JES—Y o
IRKS. R T:j 4:32‘2"‘ FAISA ANTIQUES- VALUATIONS 19 BENNINGTON STREET
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Neate and Mundey were not the only suppliers he had difficulties with Flagons here is a reference
to another Flagon he appeared sure was wrong.

It should be noted clearly that Casimir acknowledged his customer's concerns and credited him
without problem.

A collector might ask where are these flagons today.............







He seems to be struggling to find a good flagon in 1935-36.




